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Otters of the World  
As we are currently very busy 
preparing for our workshop in 
China in September, we thought 
we would look at one of the 
species found there, the smooth-
coated otter (Lutrogale 
perspicillata).   
 
This otter is the largest of the Asian 
otters, being up to 1.2m long and 
weighing up to 11kg.  The name 
comes from the fact that it has very 
short, velvet-like fur, which is 
generally dark brown to black, but 
one of the most striking things 
about these otters is the huge size 
of their feet!   
 
Like the giant otter, which we looked at last month, they live in groups of 5-10 
individuals and hunt together for their prey, which is mainly fish although they will also 
take crabs, frogs and snakes.  By living together in groups this gives them protection 
from predators such as crocodiles and big cats and they will call loudly to alert other 
members of the group to possible danger. 
 
They live in a variety of habitats including large rivers, estuaries, coastal mangrove 
swamps and in Sumatra they are sometimes known locally as sea otters because they 
use the coastal habitat.  They are found in south Asia, from southern China, through 
Bangladesh, India and Pakistan and down to south-east Asia into Indonesia.  There is 
also an isolated population in Iraq.  In fact one of the most famous otter books, “Ring of 
Bright Water” by Gavin Maxwell was the story of how he came to have one of these 
Iraqi otters as a pet.  This otter turned out to be a different subspecies and it was named 
after the author - Lutrogale perspicillata maxwelli. 
 
Although there is a wide distribution they are not common and the population has 
become patchy and is still declining.  In the Red List they are classed as Vulnerable.  
Yet again it is the loss of habitat, declining prey availability and pollution, including in 
some areas pollution from mining.  Hunting has also been a severe problem.  They are 
officially protected in most areas but in places where there are cultural beliefs of 
medicinal cures it can be hard to enforce the law.    
 
Their predicament was illustrated in a recent article from India which said: An otter, a 
rare predator, has been photographed at Palamu tiger reserve, close to Tenu and Burha 
water stream, DFO core Anil Kumar Mishra said.  The sighting of this rare predator has 
come as a surprise to the reserve officials. "The sighting of the otter is a matter of 
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excitement for us."   For most of us the excitement would come from seeing a wild tiger, 
but the otters are clearly so rare that this is far more thrilling!  They now want to use this 
to show that their reserve has other rare species besides the tiger.  

(http://www.nyoooz.com/ranchi/527907/rare-
predator-sighted-at-ptr)  
 
In many south Asian countries these otters 
were often used for fishing but the practice 
has declined considerably and is now largely 
confined to Bangladesh.  The otters are 
trained to chase the fish into the nets and 
because the fishermen are so dependent on 
them for their livelihoods they are very well 
cared for.  Sadly this practice continues to 
decline – in 1997 there were 500 otters 
involved in fishing which supported about 
5,000 people but this number has now more 
than halved.   This is partly because of 

competition with people using mechanical methods and high taxes and costs of fishing 
permits, but also many of the younger generation see their future in other careers. 
 
These communities have revealed a lot of information on the behaviour of otters and 
especially about their breeding.  Unlike most otter species they are not ready to breed 
until they are 3-4 years old and the male and female are loyal to each other, although 
the female is the dominant one. 
 
For more information on the smooth-coated otter, go to 
http://www.otter.org/Public/AboutOtters_OtterSpecies.aspx?speciesID=11 and 
you can also read more in Otters of the World available at 
www.ottershop.co.uk  
 
Funds raised by The YEAR OF THE OTTER will go into the 
conservation of the smooth-coated otter – please help. 
 

Year of the Otter 
Various events are going on to celebrate the Year of the 
Otter.  On 9 July Kirsty Yoxon ran the Glamaig Hill Race on 
Skye.  This is a gruelling 4.5ml race up and down the  
2500ft (775m) hill on Skye, which was first run by Gurkha 
Harkabir Thapa in 1899.  The annual race was started in 
1988 and it is described as one of the toughest races in 
Scottish hill running, so we were very impressed when she 
offered to do it to raise funds for the otters. The runners are 
a mix of experienced club runners and locals, and we are 
delighted to say that even though the weather was 

appalling, Kirsty was the first local lady home in 1hr 23 minutes. We don’t know yet 
exactly how much she has managed to raise but it is at least £300.  If you would like to 
support her you can still donate on our crowdfunding page https://buzzbnk.org/otters 
 
Well done Kirsty and thanks.   

©Prof MM Feeroz 

http://www.otter.org/
http://www.nyoooz.com/ranchi/527907/rare-predator-sighted-at-ptr
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Kirsty on the starting line and after the race 

One of our Board members, Jackie West, introduced the sons of her friend, Laura Mart, 
to otters and they have become real otter fans.  Here is what their mother told us:   

 
“Here is Joshua Mart, age 5 and along with his brother 
Oliver (9) they go to Peartree Spring Primary School in 
Hertfordshire. Last Friday (15th July) was show and tell 
day in Joshua's Reception Class and he had decided he 
wanted to take his Otter book in (a present from a very 
good friend and fellow Otter fan). Joshua is very quiet 
and shy at school but as you can see from the photo he 
was very proud of himself after his show and tell. He 
talked about helping otters and caring for them as well as 
showing a picture of a recently rescued baby otter. He 
gave out all his otter stickers to his class friends and they 
all took turns to look at the book. They also put the photo 
of the baby otter up on the wall and have suggested to 
the school council that the school could come up with 
some names for her!” 
 
Well done Joshua.    

 
Don’t underestimate what YOU can do… 
Sometimes we feel that something needs changing but feel powerless to do anything 
about it, but recently I read about 14 year old Lucy Gavaghan who took on the 
supermarket giant Tesco and persuaded them to stop the sale of eggs from caged 
hens.  She started a petition and collected 280,299 signatures, which led to a meeting 
with Tesco’s head of agriculture.  They have now confirmed that they will stop selling 
these eggs by 2025.  I know, I don’t understand why it takes so long either – but it is 
positive news.  She is now trying to persuade Morrisons and Asda to do the same and 
you can sign her petition at https://www.change.org/p/sean-clarke-david-potts-end-the-sale-of-

eggs-from-caged-hens-in-morrisons-and-
asda?utm_source=action_alert&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=617630&alert_id=zvCopasv
QT_pjsTaeZ7k5Lxc5nsIgEkBQp1wxLK%2FxFpC5e2KTt%2BnT5x0ulTq09lFnU0IyRT8iK3  
 
This has nothing to do with otters, of course, but the fact that this teenager achieved 
such a major change in a supermarket’s policy shows that we can all work to achieve 
positive things. We can all take action – maybe not as far-reaching as this – but even 
small steps are better than standing still. 
 
So in this, the YEAR OF THE OTTER, 
let’s join together to take steps to protect 
these wonderful animals. 
 
If you can help please send your 
donation, no matter how small, and 
encourage your friends and family to join 
in https://buzzbnk.org/otters 

 
 
 
 

http://www.otter.org/
https://www.change.org/p/sean-clarke-david-potts-end-the-sale-of-eggs-from-caged-hens-in-morrisons-and-asda?utm_source=action_alert&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=617630&alert_id=zvCopasvQT_pjsTaeZ7k5Lxc5nsIgEkBQp1wxLK%2FxFpC5e2KTt%2BnT5x0ulTq09lFnU0IyRT8iK3
https://www.change.org/p/sean-clarke-david-potts-end-the-sale-of-eggs-from-caged-hens-in-morrisons-and-asda?utm_source=action_alert&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=617630&alert_id=zvCopasvQT_pjsTaeZ7k5Lxc5nsIgEkBQp1wxLK%2FxFpC5e2KTt%2BnT5x0ulTq09lFnU0IyRT8iK3
https://www.change.org/p/sean-clarke-david-potts-end-the-sale-of-eggs-from-caged-hens-in-morrisons-and-asda?utm_source=action_alert&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=617630&alert_id=zvCopasvQT_pjsTaeZ7k5Lxc5nsIgEkBQp1wxLK%2FxFpC5e2KTt%2BnT5x0ulTq09lFnU0IyRT8iK3
https://www.change.org/p/sean-clarke-david-potts-end-the-sale-of-eggs-from-caged-hens-in-morrisons-and-asda?utm_source=action_alert&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=617630&alert_id=zvCopasvQT_pjsTaeZ7k5Lxc5nsIgEkBQp1wxLK%2FxFpC5e2KTt%2BnT5x0ulTq09lFnU0IyRT8iK3
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Year of the Otter Give-Away… 
Remember, if you are taking part in a sporting event to support IOSF and 
otters this year - we have sports drink bottles to give-away.   
 
Get in touch and let us know about what you are doing.  We will be happy 
to include the details on our events page and support you through social 
media.  enquiries@otter.org  

 
 

Skye Otter Population Monitoring Project 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
In 2014 we decided to monitor 15 coastal sections to look at active otter holts, covering 
a total of 36.25 km of coastline.  This was a follow up to the otter population research 
published in 1999.  Each section was visited and the number of active otter holts 
recorded, as this data can be used to give approximate population numbers.  The total 
number of holts in each section is shown in the table below: 
 

Year 2014 2015 2016 

Holts 23 27 29 

Total number of holts counted 
 
From this it can be seen that actual holt numbers have increased slightly in the 15 
sections sampled, with more active holts being found in three sections.  At the moment 
there is insufficient data to say that numbers of otters are increasing but it does show 
that the populations of Eurasian otter on these sampled coastlines are still healthy and 
have not significantly altered since the published data in 1999. 
 
This project will continue so that we can obtain long term data for Skye. 
 

Otter Spotted In Rutland Water 
Rutland Water is well known for its ospreys and is the home to the first ospreys to breed 
in England for 150 years.  However, Mick Lewin, a volunteer at the reserve, had a 
pleasant surprise when he spotted an otter.  Apparently there were about 20 visitors in 
the hide at the time so there was a lot of excitement.  Although it didn’t stay long Mick 
did manage to take a couple of quick photos before it disappeared.  
http://www.ospreys.org.uk/w-otter-sighting/ 

http://www.otter.org/
mailto:enquiries@otter.org
http://www.ospreys.org.uk/w-otter-sighting/
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Iona handing over the 

otter cub to Paul Yoxon 

Kerr hiding in the hay 

News from the Hospital 
It has been a busy month for otter call-outs and the first was for this little cub, which had 

been taken to Munlochy Animal Aid 
(https://www.facebook.com/MunlochyAnimalAid), near Inverness.   
 
We have had cubs from them in the past and so they 
immediately contacted us to arrange her transfer to Skye.  The 
finder originally thought she was a young mink but Iona Nicol at 
Munlochy immediately knew what she really was. 
 
She is about 10 weeks old but as 
yet she doesn’t have a name, 
so we thought that you would 
like to help us find one.  What 
could be easier than a 

competition to find this wee otter a name?  Together 
with the opportunity of receiving a 12 month adoption 
of the otter should your entry be the winning one. 
 
Anyone can enter.  Simply email your name suggestion to 
enquiries@otter.org. Please also send your name (and address, in case you are the 
winner) and your age, if you are under 18 years.  Entries should arrive by 0900 on 
Friday 5 August. The winner will be contacted by email and posted in our social 
media… Good Luck! 

 
As we have said before, Kerr is very private and 
disappears as soon as I approach.  However, he 
has started using the bigger sleeping box with the 
hay, but has also dug himself a hole underneath it.  I 
did manage to snap this photo (right) and if you look 
closely you can see his nose and tail! 
 
 
 
 
 
As I said, it has been a busy month and we have 
had calls from Glencoe, Ireland, Finland and 
Germany concerning young otters. 
 

 
In Germany, our friend Geranda Olsthoorn phoned for some advice on a thin cub she 
had received.  He weighed 1.4kg but still had tiny teeth – this was a bit of a surprise as 
our little one weighed just 750g when she came in and she already had some small 
teeth.  Geranda tried salmon fillet, but he wasn’t keen on that but once she introduced 
him to trout he tucked in.  The cub has been named Otmar and as you can see he is 
very active and alert.  He spends time grooming and digging holes and Geranda said 
that he is actively sniffing his world – smell is such an important thing to otters. 
 

http://www.otter.org/
https://www.facebook.com/MunlochyAnimalAid
mailto:enquiries@otter.org
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© Tanya Thiboudeaux 

© Geranda 
Meanwhile, Sara Randström, from Bromarv in 
Finland, rang for help with two young cubs which 
had been found in the square of the town.  A dead 
otter, presumably the mother, was found not far 
away.  Sara’s mother is a member of IOSF so she 
said she knew where to call.  Sara has worked at 
Helsinki Zoo and has looked after orphaned animals 
before, but never otters.  The cubs were very thirsty 
when they arrived and not very active but after being 
given rehydration fluids they soon became more 
alert.  They have just a few small teeth so they are 
being fed a sort of salmon soup. 
 
 

Sadly, the cubs from Glencoe and Ireland didn’t survive the night but so far, things are 
looking quite good for those in Germany and Finland.   
 
If you would like to support our cubs in the Sanctuary you can send a cheque 
marked "Hospital" on the back or make a donation online at www.ottershop.co.uk 

 
News of North American River Otters 
River Otters return to Riding Mountain National Park, Canada 
Riding Mountain in Manitoba, Canada was designated as a National Park in 1929.  
There are various different species including beavers, wolves, bears and elk but sadly 
river otters disappeared in the early 20th century.  Otters and beavers were trapped for 
their fur, and the Hudson Bay Company set up a trading post on Lake Dauphin, north of 
Riding Mountain.  The otters disappeared but trapping continued for beavers, although 
when the price went down recently it became less worthwhile and trapping declined.  
 
While the beaver trapping continued the otters could not return to the Park as they were 
often caught accidentally in the 
beaver traps.  But now that there 
is less trapping of beavers, the 
otters seem to be spreading back 
into the Park.  Camera traps are 
being used to record the otters 
and there is also evidence that 
breeding is taking place. 
 
So if you are in the area keep 
your eyes open in case you spot 
an otter. 

http://www.earthrangers.com/wildwire/parks-canada/the-return-of-the-river-otter-to-riding-
mountain-national-park/ 

 

http://www.otter.org/
http://www.ottershop.co.uk/
http://www.earthrangers.com/wildwire/parks-canada/the-return-of-the-river-otter-to-riding-mountain-national-park/
http://www.earthrangers.com/wildwire/parks-canada/the-return-of-the-river-otter-to-riding-mountain-national-park/
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©April Severin 

Research into otter communication 
An American student, Sarah Walkley, has been awarded a National Geographic Young 
Explorers grant to study communication capabilities of wild North American river otters.  
In 2014 she started work on vocalisation in captive and wild otters. 
 
At the present time little is known about communication in the wild and how it relates to 
behaviour and so Sarah will use audio and video camera traps to get her recordings 
and compare them with recordings of captive animals. 
http://news.usm.edu/article/graduate-student-s-research-project-gains-support-national-
geographic 

 
Otter spotters wanted 
People in Washington State are being asked to help with a project recording river otters 
as part of the Living Northwest conservation programme, run by the Woodland Park Zoo 
in Seattle.  The Green River flows from undeveloped land into the Duwamish River, 
which is Seattle’s main industrial waterway, and by tracking the otters and analysing the 
spraint for toxins they can get an idea of the levels of pollution.   
 
In 2007 research by the SeaDoc Society found that a parasite called Toxoplasma gondii 
is very common in otters in the area.  This parasite is derived from cat faeces, which 
washes into the waterways following disposal of cat litter. 
 
So if you see an otter anywhere in the region, please complete the online form at 
http://www.zoo.org/conservation/otterspotter#.V31-tZMrL8s.  If possible please give the date, 
time, location, number of otters present and their behaviour, and any photos will be 
welcome. http://www.sanjuanjournal.com/news/386424391.html  

 

Sea Otter Problems 
Legal issues 
The conflicts between fishermen and otters exist wherever the two overlap and in 
California fishermen are taking legal action to bring back an otter-free zone 
(http://www.pacificlegal.org/cases/managing-sea-otters-and-overreaching-bureaucrats).  This 
was established when sea otters 
were brought back to San 
Nicholas island so that local 
fisheries would not be threatened 
if the otters tried to expand their 
range into fishery areas.  So from 
the beginning of the translocation 
in 1987 until 2012, all otters 
which roamed out of their area 
were taken back. 
 
Fishermen are arguing that sea 
otters are threatening abalone 
and sea urchin populations, and 
that if they spread further then they will wipe out these species which support their 
industry.   
 
However, this is an over-simplification of the facts.  Yes of course sea otters will eat 
abalone and sea urchins – they are a natural part of their diet.  But they are also an 

http://www.otter.org/
http://news.usm.edu/article/graduate-student-s-research-project-gains-support-national-geographic
http://news.usm.edu/article/graduate-student-s-research-project-gains-support-national-geographic
http://www.zoo.org/conservation/otterspotter#.V31-tZMrL8s
http://www.sanjuanjournal.com/news/386424391.html
http://www.pacificlegal.org/cases/managing-sea-otters-and-overreaching-bureaucrats
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Sea Otters   ©Tabea Lanz 

important part of the ecosystem.  If the otters didn’t keep sea urchin populations down 
they would overgraze the kelp and destroy the whole kelp forest ecosystem.  The 
biologist James Estes did indeed find this in some areas when otter numbers were low 
and in contrast where sea otter populations were reasonable the kelp forests flourished.  
 
So rather than being the cause of the problem the otters are actually the solution.   
  
Road problems 
We don’t normally consider roads to be a major problem for sea otters as they don’t 
often come on to land.  But a sea otter was killed by a car while trying to cross Moss 
Landing Road in Monterey, California.  The otter was a well-known character who had 
various names, such as Captain Moss, and Mr Enchilada as he used to hang out near 
two Mexican restaurants.  The 3 year old son of a local couple called him Digger, 
because he used to dig for clams.  The family used to watch him regularly and put up a 
“Sea Otter Crossing” sign to warn drivers and even ran into the road to let him cross 

safely.  Sadly when they 
were away for the weekend 
he was killed. 
 
The otters like to go to the 
brackish estuary to feed and 
can swim under the road at 
low tide.  However as the tide 
rises floodgates close to keep 
seawater from the estuary 
and so the only way back is 
over the road and people 
have said that the otters have 
had several near misses.   
 

The speed limit is only 25 mph but of course many drivers ignore this.  They are now 
looking into ways to safeguard the otters using warning signs but as sea otters are quite 
slow on land crossing the road at all is always going to be dangerous.   
 
Of course the otters are protected by law and so various official agencies, including the 
Monterey County Water Resources Agency, Monterey County Public Works, US Fish 
and Wildlife Service and Moss Landing Harbour District are trying to solve the problem.  
Let’s hope they come up with an effective solution before any more animals die. 
http://www.montereycountyweekly.com/opinion/local_spin/an-otter-dies-crossing-the-street-and-
a-bureaucratic-tangle/article_42ae7f6c-4eba-11e6-bab1-471b76ac9671.html 

 
Litter 
We have written many times about the problems caused by litter, but a photo of a sea 
otter taken at Port San Luis, California, turned out not to be quite as cute as it first 
appeared.  The otter appeared to be just floating around as usual but then a 
photographer, Vincent Shay, noticed that it was playing with something.  When he 
looked closer it turned out to be a bottle. 
 
There had been a lot of visitors to the shore over the weekend and as a result there was 
a lot of rubbish left behind.  I can never understand why people can’t take their rubbish 
home with them and dump it there – after all they carried it there in the first place! 

http://www.otter.org/
http://www.montereycountyweekly.com/opinion/local_spin/an-otter-dies-crossing-the-street-and-a-bureaucratic-tangle/article_42ae7f6c-4eba-11e6-bab1-471b76ac9671.html
http://www.montereycountyweekly.com/opinion/local_spin/an-otter-dies-crossing-the-street-and-a-bureaucratic-tangle/article_42ae7f6c-4eba-11e6-bab1-471b76ac9671.html
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http://www.ksby.com/story/32107615/weekend-revelers-leave-trash-on-local-beaches  

 
American Politics 
We normally try to steer of politics as it is not in our remit, but we do have to refer to 
some comments, albeit old, by Trump’s running mate, Mike Pence.  In the 1990s he 
used to host a talk show on the radio in Indiana.  He also posted several Blogs on the 
internet, which have been uncovered by Buzzfeed.com.  In one such Blog in 1997 he 
ranted against the state’s otter reintroduction programme and how it was “eroding 
private property rights”: 
 
“Otter Mania 
In January the Department of Natural Resources announced a program to reintroduce 
otters back into Indiana’s wildlife population. It seems that the environmental engineers 
at DNR concluded that the otters were run out of Indiana before 1942 by pollution and 
hunters. O.K. So a hunter in Noble County kills one and gets a suspended sentence, 30 
days house arrest, $1500 fine etc… basically had the book thrown at him. 
 
Question: If the State had not brought the otters back would there have been a crime? 
Question: If the State had not brought the otter back, would the hunter have been in 
such big trouble? 
 
Answer: No on both counts. 
 
The truth is that while it is always nice to have a few more cuddly critters in our streams, 
it is not worth empowering the state to further erode the private property rights of 
Hoosiers. 
 
State sanctioned, sanitized otters today… buffaloes tomorrow?” 
 
Do we really need to make a comment? 
Https://Www.Buzzfeed.Com/Andrewkaczynski/Mike-Pence-Railed-Against-Adultery-Otters-And-
Paula-Jones-In?Utm_Term=.Vr0olol8ae#.Dwjknyowbp  

 
 

Product of the Month - Otter Shop 
(on Twitter @otter_shop and Facebook) 
Where all profits go to IOSF 

 
IOSF's exclusive 2017 appointment calendar 
has been created using a selection of 
wonderful full colour otter images.  Each 
month a different species of otter is featured 
with a stunning photograph and map showing 
their distribution. 
 
Also includes information about the work of the International Otter 
Survival Fund - sold to promote and support our work with otters. 
 
 
http://www.ottershop.co.uk/PBSCProduct.asp?ItmID=18065492 

 
 

http://www.otter.org/
http://www.ksby.com/story/32107615/weekend-revelers-leave-trash-on-local-beaches
https://www.buzzfeed.com/andrewkaczynski/mike-pence-railed-against-adultery-otters-and-paula-jones-in?utm_term=.vr0OLol8Ae#.dwJKnYoWbP
https://www.buzzfeed.com/andrewkaczynski/mike-pence-railed-against-adultery-otters-and-paula-jones-in?utm_term=.vr0OLol8Ae#.dwJKnYoWbP
http://www.ottershop.co.uk/
http://www.ottershop.co.uk/PBSCProduct.asp?ItmID=18065492
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Thanks 
This month we would like to say thank you to the William Haddon Charitable Trust and 
to all of you who have made donations and supported IOSF by renewing your 
sponsorships and buying goods from the Otter Shop. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

You can follow us on: 

      
Annual Supporters’ Rates 
UK and EEC Countries: Adult:  £24.00 per year 
    Child:  £13.00 per year 
    Family: £34.00 per year 
 
All other countries:  Adult:  £30.00 per year 

Child:  £15.00 per year 
Family: £40.00 per year 
 

Life Membership (all countries):  £350.00 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Discover Ways You Can Help  

 
There are many ways in which you can 
raise money and awareness to help the 
otters in our Fundraising Pack or find out 
what some of our supporters have done 
over the years in the online newsletters.  
 

 International Otter Survival Fund 
7 Black Park 

Broadford 
Isle of Skye   IV49 9DE 

Scotland 
 

Email: enquiries@otter.org 
Tel/Fax: ++(0)1471 822487 

Join our IOSF mailing list.  Click on this link: 
http://tinyurl.com/p3lrsmx 

 
www.otter.org 

 
 

The International Otter Survival Fund 
Working to Save the Worlds Otters 

Have you enjoyed reading this  
e-newsletter?  Then please forward it to 
someone else and spread the word. 
 
If you are reading this for the first time 
and would like to receive all IOSF 
mailings, click here to sign up.   Please 
be assured that we will never pass on 
your details to any other party and you 
will only ever receive emails from us. 

 

Increase the value 

of your gift to IOSF: 
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