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We hope you have enjoyed a Happy New Year and would like to take this 

opportunity to wish you health, peace and happiness for 2017. 
 
As we all know IOSF designated 2016 as the YEAR OF THE OTTER but what did it 
actually achieve? We can’t list everything that happened in 2016 but here are just some 
of the things YOU have helped with. 
 
With Your Support we have been able to translate the YEAR 
OF THE OTTER poster into 28 languages and these are being 
used in even more countries throughout Asia, Africa, South 
America, USA and Europe. 
 
With Your Support we held a training workshop in China in 
September to train more people in research and education and also make people aware 
of the threat to otters through the illegal wildlife trade. Over 30 people attended and it 
was a true milestone in otter conservation as we now have people in Hong Kong, 
Taiwan and on mainland China who are working together through the Chinese Otter 
Network. They have identified priority areas which need urgent attention and a large 
part of the work will be education. This is vital as many people simply don't know otters 
exist in China! You can read the full report at  
http://www.otter.org/documents/InternationalWorkshops/InternationalWorkshop_China.pdf 

 
With Your Support William Mgomo in Tanzania is continuing his education work with 

schools and with local fishermen, who sometimes 
see otters as pests. Other people are also working in 
Africa, following on from the 2015 workshop – 
Hetherwick Msiska is investigating the killing of otters 
for fur hats in Malawi, and of course the Kikongo 
Otter Sanctuary (Democratic Republic of Congo) 
continues with its community work.  You can read 
more about these further on in this e-update. 
 
 

 
With Your Support we have cared for otters in our own sanctuary and also helped 
people with cubs in Germany, Finland, Greece and DR Congo. 
 
With Your Support we have continued with our education work locally and will soon 
begin working on new educational material. 
 
Another new initiative was the launch of the OTTER OSCARS which will be presented 
annually, with the first winners announced in December 2016. We were delighted with 
the number of people who were nominated which made it a hard task to decide on the 
winners of the various categories. 
We will be announcing the opening date for nominations for the 2017 awards on our 
website and in our e-updates.  

e-Update 73, January 2017 

Join our IOSF mailing list and receive our newsletters - Click on 
this link: http://tinyurl.com/p3lrsmx 

 
 

http://www.otter.org/
http://www.otter.org/documents/InternationalWorkshops/InternationalWorkshop_China.pdf
http://tinyurl.com/p3lrsmx
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Eurasian otter  
Photo: Tim & Erica Sarney 

We now want to build on the YEAR OF THE OTTER and create even more awareness 
of otters. We are always looking for help and suggestions so do contact us at 
enquiries@otter.org   

 
TOGETHER WE CAN BECOME A VERY LOUD VOICE TO MAKE PEOPLE LISTEN 
AND TAKE NOTICE 
 

Children’s Competition 
Could you design a fantastic mascot for the Summer of World Athletics? 
 
Well, Blue Peter has launched an exciting competition for children aged 6-15 years to 
find the mascots for the World Para Athletics Championships and IAAF World 
Championships London 2017.    
 
You have to submit your design by 10 February and World Champions Dame Jessica 
Ennis-Hill and Richard Whitehead MBE will be among the judging panel. 
 
The winner will be invited onto Blue Peter to unveil their winning entry. 
 
This is not only an opportunity for you to be involved in this exciting project but you can 
help to make people more aware about  otters 
 
To find out more go to: http://tinyurl.com/zxvf27e  

 

Have You Seen an Otter in Surrey? 
Surrey Wildlife Trust believe they are “on the brink of a recolonisation wave” of otters as 
the animals move in from neighbouring 
counties.  This is strange as back in 2011 
there was a lot of publicity about the fact 
that otters are now back in every county in 
the UK! 
 
At the end of 2016 the Trust carried out a 
survey for otters throughout the county but 
they found no evidence.  Nevertheless, they 
would welcome any information on otters – 
signs or sightings – please report they to 
jim.jones@surreywt.org.uk.   
http://www.yourlocalguardian.co.uk/news/15027992.Surrey_on__brink_of_otter_recolonisation___wildlife_ch
arity_believes/# 

 
 

World Otter Day  
Wednesday 31 May 2017 - An important date to put in your diary. 

This year we want to get many more people involved in spreading the 
word about otters - how they need our resolve to stop them being 
hunted in the illegal animal trade, conserve their habitats from 
pollution and destruction, and protect their food sources. 
 
Otters are great indicators to a healthy environment, which is 
important for all species, including our own. 

http://www.otter.org/
mailto:enquiries@otter.org
http://tinyurl.com/zxvf27e
http://www.yourlocalguardian.co.uk/news/15027992.Surrey_on__brink_of_otter_recolonisation___wildlife_charity_believes/
http://www.yourlocalguardian.co.uk/news/15027992.Surrey_on__brink_of_otter_recolonisation___wildlife_charity_believes/
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Sea Otter 
Photo: Loraine Mitchell 

Photo: Mull Otter Group 

 
We hope that you will join us again in this important campaign. 
There are so many ways that YOU can help 
(http://otter.org/Public/HelpUs_WhatYouCanDoToHelp.aspx) including planning awareness 
events and fundraising to ensure our work continues. Tell us about your plans 
(enquiries@otter.org) and if you are organising an event we will include it on our events 
page and social media. 
 
Let Us Make the World Otter Aware! 
http://otter.org/Public/Events_OurCurrentEvent.aspx  
 
 

Spy Otter 
The BBC have recently produced a series using “spy” 
animals to get up close to animals in the wild and see 
what they really get up to.  These “spies” are actually 
animatronic and they move and act as close as possible to 
the real animal.  One episode featured the sea otter and you 
can see it online at http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p04px619  
 
 

Raffle Results  

We are delighted to announce that the Year of the Otter Grand Raffle raised over 
£1,500!  Thank you to everybody who took part.  The winners are: 

 1st prize, Otter Watching Day for two people - Catriona from Stevenage 

 2nd prize, bronze plaque by David Burt (see photo) - 
Gillian from Crawley 

 3rd prize, large soft toy otter - Amy from London 

 4th prize, an otter adoption gift box, Dave from 
London 

 5th prize, signed copy of Otters of the World - 
Pascal from Switzerland 

 6th prize, "Alone" by D J Brazier - Dana from the 
USA 

 
Otter Road Deaths Spark Concern in Largs 
Local people recorded three otter road deaths on the A78 north of Largs, Ayrshire, since 
just before Christmas.   Catriona Douglas reported these to IOSF, and we passed it on 

to Transerv, who are responsible for the roads.  We are pleased to say that 
they are now going to look into the problem at what appears to be a black 

spot for otters.   
 
Catriona told us “Transerv are interested in receiving any reports of 
animal road casualties to determine specific wildlife movements, and 
identify hotspots for further investigation aimed at reducing risk to both 
animal species and road users in general.“ 
 
Please report any future otter deaths in this area to Isla Davidson 
of the Scotland Transerv Environmental Team on 0141 218 3800.  

http://www.largsandmillportnews.com/news/15027719.Otter_death_concern_north_of_Largs/ 

http://www.otter.org/
http://otter.org/Public/HelpUs_WhatYouCanDoToHelp.aspx
mailto:enquiries@otter.org
http://otter.org/Public/Events_OurCurrentEvent.aspx
http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p04px619
http://www.largsandmillportnews.com/news/15027719.Otter_death_concern_north_of_Largs/
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Sofi 

Noelle 

Ganga 

Kerr 

News from the Hospital 
After Sofi arrived on 19 December, we received 

another otter on 11 January.  
The new cub is called Noelle, 
as she had been found before 
Christmas, at Peterborough, 
Cambridgeshire, but as with 
the season’s tradition there 
was no room for her!  So she 
made the long journey up to 
Skye where she has settled in 
very well.  She is a bit bigger 
than Sofi but we hope the two 

cubs can be put together soon. 
 
We had quite a bit of snow for a couple of days – it is 
amazing how quickly it disappears here.  So I took 
more hay for Ganga and was delighted to see that she 
didn’t need it as she had been busy collecting rushes 
from her enclosure and making herself a cosy bed. 

 
Kerr also has a nice warm 
bed and hardly ever 
ventures out unless it is 
dark.  But I did manage to 
catch him out and snap one 
quick photo before he ran 
off to hide. 
 

Obviously with the two extra mouths to feed we need a lot more fish.  If you are able to help 

you can donate for the cubs at https://www.wildcrowd.org/campaigns/detail/35/food-and-

medicine-for-orphaned-otters  
   

Otter Rescues Abroad 
As you know we are often contacted about otters which need help abroad. 
 
Recently we had an email from someone in Thailand who has a young smooth-coated 
otter.  They have had the worst monsoon rains for many years and in some places the 

government declared a state of emergency, which has just 
been lifted.  The cub, called Latte, was found near the 
jungle beside the river with its sibling – sadly the other cub 
died.  It seems likely that they were separated from their 
mother by the floods.   The area has a lot of snakes and 
large monitor lizards and it was a concern that they would 
probably kill the cub. 
 
The cub was initially on a bottle but is now eating mushed 
up fish.  Hopefully all will go well with her for the future. 
 

 

http://www.otter.org/
https://www.wildcrowd.org/campaigns/detail/35/food-and-medicine-for-orphaned-otters
https://www.wildcrowd.org/campaigns/detail/35/food-and-medicine-for-orphaned-otters
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Addy de Jongh, from Stichting Otterstation 
Nederland, in the Netherlands has done a lot of 
work with orphaned cubs, and he sent us the 
following email: 
 
“Yesterday I was out to rescue 3 orphaned otter 
cubs. I got however the impression that the mother 
was around and was disturbed, because of a kind of 
field run which brought about a lot of runners. I was 
able to feed the little ones from close range. We left 
them there, placed cams and this morning they 
were gone, hopefully picked up by their mum.” 

 
 
Nepal Otter Network 
“On 14 January 2017 we (otter researchers and enthusiasts) had a meeting at 
Kathmandu to share our experience and identify research and conservation priorities for 
otters in Nepal. It was an excellent meeting.  
 
I specifically shared about mutual efforts (with IOSF) on the development of otter 
identification cards and its translation in Nepal, its availability on website, the camera 
trap provided by IOSF and experience of using it, and possible further collaboration with 
IOSF.  I showed the otter identification cards and we need to print more copies for use 
in education and public awareness.  
 
I have proposed that we need to do a study of the market and consumption of otter 
parts from illegal trade in Nepal and neighbouring countries. We have developed some 
common priorities for research and conservation of otters in Nepal.” 
 
A full report on the meeting will be submitted for the IOSF Journal. 
Gandhiv Kafle, PhD student (Conservation Ecology), Nepal 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Photo credit Purna Man Shrestha. 

 
 
The Nepal Otter Network is a very enthusiastic group which is keen to develop 
more otter conservation in their country.  If you would like to support their work 
you can send a cheque marked "Nepal" on the back or make a donation online at 
www.ottershop.co.uk 

 

Photo: Addy de Jongh 
This photo was taken through a telescope 

http://www.otter.org/
http://www.ottershop.co.uk/
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North American River Otters 
Photo: WildArc 

America 
North Dakota 
The Game and Fish Department of North Dakota are proposing to bring back otter 
trapping starting in November 2017 with a quota of 15 otters for the state. 
 
The last time otters could be trapped was in 1920 when they became virtually extinct in 
the state.  In the early 2000s otters began to spread westward from Minnesota.  Now 
they believe there are enough to allow trapping to start again – remember, one of the 
reasons they disappeared in the first place was trapping! 
 
Stephanie Tucker, furbearer biologist for the Department actually says “River otters 
never were historically abundant in North Dakota because the state doesn't have much 
of the habitat otters favor, such as ponds, streams and lakes with a lot of timber.” So if 
this is the case, why trap them? 
 
They have come up with the figure of 15 for the limit as this is based on the number of 
dead otters which are reported each year.  This also doesn’t include otters taken 
outside the season, or by animal control experts, private landowners defending their 
property or taken on American Indian land.  Tucker said "We feel confident we can 
reasonably manage a limited harvest.  We don't know how many river otters there are in 
North Dakota, but we know 15 are dying every year, and that doesn't seem to affect the 
population. It's still expanding, still growing."  So if they don’t know how many they have 
how can they say that is OK?  Also, they say that 15 are dying every year anyway but it 
isn’t an either/or situation - just because they propose to kill 15 deliberately doesn’t 
mean that others won’t die on the roads, etc. 
 
They intend to discuss this at their spring advisory board meeting, but so far the 
response to the proposal has 
been positive.  
 
If this goes ahead it means 
that otters can be trapped in 
38 of the 49 states which 
have otters – there have 
never been otters on Hawaii.  
Otters were reintroduced 
into 20 states and if North 
Dakota goes ahead this will 
mean that they can be 
trapped in 15 of these! 

http://www.grandforksherald.com/outdoors/4185950-nd-proposes-otter-season 

 
Nebraska 
River otters also disappeared from Nebraska in the early 20th century and it wasn’t until 
1977 that an otter was caught accidentally by a beaver trapper.  In 1986 they were 
declared an endangered species for the state and a reintroduction programme was run 
from 1986-91.  Otter numbers appear to be improving and so they are now listed as 
“threatened” in Nebraska. 
 

http://www.otter.org/
http://www.grandforksherald.com/outdoors/4185950-nd-proposes-otter-season


www.otter.org                                                                                                                            IOSF e-update no.73, January 2017 

7 of 10 

 

                                  
                    

 

British Animal Honours 2013 
Wildlife Conservation 

Award Winner 
IFAW Animal Action 
Award Winner 2012 

Regulated By Oscr 
(Office of the Scottish 
Charity Regulator) 

Delphin, planting trees with the Kikongo Boys Club 
Photo: Glen & Rita Chapman 

In Nebraska they are still protected and it is illegal to trap where otters are known to be 
present.  If one is caught accidentally in a beaver trap it must be reported to the Game 
and Parks Department. 
 
Let’s hope they don’t decide that they too, can reintroduce trapping, like North Dakota. 
 

Africa 
Democratic Republic of Congo 

Glen and Rita Chapman at the Kikongo Otter 
Sanctuary have created a boys club to 
address the slash and burn problem by 
planting trees.  The boys have been provided 
with shovels, buckets, wheel barrows and 
supplies and all they have to do is spread the 
word not to hunt otters!   
 
Rita told us “We met twice during Christmas 
vacation. We were working on the importance 
of planting and caring for fruit trees. Each boy 
was allowed to choose one fruit tree from our 
fruit tree nursery, then we paraded to each of 
their houses and helped them plant each tree. 
They will be responsible for taking care of their 
tree until it grows up. It was a fun project.” 
 
What a brilliant idea. 
 
 

 
Malawi (photo: Hetherwick Msiska) 
Hetherwick Msiska, from the Concern Otter Association, attended the Tanzania 
workshop in 2015.  He heard of otters being killed in Malawi for fur hats and meat, and 

together with the African Otter Network we provided 
funds for him to go and investigate. 
 
The area is in the Phoka drainage of the eastern 
Rumphi district in the Nyika National Park and there 
are both African clawless otters (Lutra capensis) and 
spotted-necked otters (Hydrictis maculicollis).  During 
his visit Hetherwick also did some otter survey work 
and talked to the local people to find out more about 

the resident populations. 
 
He was shown an otter skin hat which had apparently been made in 2008 and he was 
told that otters are also eaten as bush meat.  Apparently, two days before Hetherwick’s 
visit, someone else had killed an otter but threw it back into the river and a few days 
after he left another animal was killed for the fur.   
 
A full report on Hetherwick’s work will be published in the IOSF Journal. 
 
 

http://www.otter.org/
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Fencing protecting the fishponds 

William (left) with the local fishermen 

Tanzania (photos: William Mgomo) 
William Mgomo is well known to many of you as he has been very active in education 
work in the Liparamba Reserve where he works.  William also won the Otter Oscar for 
Community Achievement. 
 
In December, along with the African Otter Network, we supported him in more work with 
the fishing communities on Lake Nyasa.  In Lake Nyasa the fishermen believe that ‘the 
otter has the root in their mouth that helps them to catch fish easily’.  So they hunt them 
to get the root so that they too will get many fish when they tie the root into their fishing 
net. Some local people there also eat otter. 

 
In spite of this, William found that most of 
the fishermen on the lake don’t see the 
otters as a problem but on the other hand 
fish farmers do regard them as a pest.  
William pointed out that it isn’t only the 
fish farmer’s fish they eat but they also 
take crabs, worms and crustaceans – he 
showed them spraint which contained the 
remains of many crabs.  He explained 
that rather than killing the otters it is better 
to protect the fish ponds by fences and he 
did indeed have an influence on their 
attitudes.  Indeed one person had set a 
trap to catch otters but after talking to 
William he removed it. 

 
William is still collecting more 
information about the otters in 
his area and wants to do much 
more to raise awareness of 
otters there. 
 
He said ‘Thanks to IOSF for 
making me a good ambassador 
for Otters.  Please, we must 
keep them and not kill them as 
they are a good ambassador to 
a healthy environment.’ 
 
We agree with William and 
will continue to support him.  
If you would like to support 
this important work you can send a cheque marked "William" on the back or 
make a donation online at www.ottershop.co.uk  

 
Problems in Singapore 
At the beginning of January a female otter, which is believed to be the mother of a new 
litter of cubs, was seen with a fishing hook and line around her body at Marina Bay in 
Singapore.  This is the second such incident, as in April last year a cub was seen with a 

http://www.otter.org/
http://www.ottershop.co.uk/


www.otter.org                                                                                                                            IOSF e-update no.73, January 2017 

9 of 10 

 

                                  
                    

 

British Animal Honours 2013 
Wildlife Conservation 

Award Winner 
IFAW Animal Action 
Award Winner 2012 

Regulated By Oscr 
(Office of the Scottish 
Charity Regulator) 

fish hook by its eye.  Fortunately in both incidents the animals seem to have managed 
to remove the hooks and have recovered. 
 
The same day as the female otter was seen with the hook and line, anglers were 
photographed fishing at a no-fishing zone in Marina Bay.  Singapore’s water agency 
PUB is rightly concerned and is stepping up surveillance patrols to prevent illegal 
fishing.  The agency has also asked the public to report incidents of illegal fishing to 
their hotline (1800-2255-782), giving as much detail as possible about date, time and 
location together with photos and videos.  Anyone caught fishing in banned areas or 
using live bait can be fined up to £3,000. 
 
There are areas where people can fish legally but PUB have issued guidelines on how 

to do this safely (https://www.pub.gov.sg/getinvolved/activities/fishing) 
http://www.straitstimes.com/singapore/pub-to-step-up-surveillance-patrols-at-marina-bay-after-another-
otter-injured-by-fish-hook) 
 

China Updates (photo: WWF Hong Kong) 
We recently had an email from Lai Nga Yee who works for WWF Hong Kong, and 
attended the workshop last September.  She had some very exciting news: 
 
 “I am writing to share good news with you all. Recently we have recorded Eurasian 
Otter quite regularly with one of our camera traps set at our Nature Reserve (Mai Po 
Nature Reserve). We got photos of up to 2 otters, and one of them was found resting in 
front of the camera (which is set at a wooden floating platform of about 5m x 5m, 
originally designed for birds).  We now want to develop this project further and possibly 
collect samples for DNA testing.   We are so excited to know that they are still living in 
our busy city." 

 
 
You can see the two 
otters in this photo and 
as there are a number of 
photos of them rolling on 
their back, it is clear that 
this is a popular place for 
grooming. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
Thanks to… 
This month, thanks go to SEA LIFE Weymouth for their kind donation from their 
conservation evening, and to all of you who have given generously, including those of 
you using employer’s match-funding schemes. 
 
 
 

http://www.otter.org/
https://www.pub.gov.sg/getinvolved/activities/fishing
http://www.straitstimes.com/singapore/pub-to-step-up-surveillance-patrols-at-marina-bay-after-another-otter-injured-by-fish-hook
http://www.straitstimes.com/singapore/pub-to-step-up-surveillance-patrols-at-marina-bay-after-another-otter-injured-by-fish-hook
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Product of the Month - Otter Shop (on Twitter @otter_shop and 

Facebook) 
Where all profits go to help otters 

If you are a fan of the Tom Frost designs from Magpie, and many of you 
are, then this is your final call.  We are sorry to say that our current 
stock will be our last.  So, if you have been contemplating purchasing 
any of the Dusk Wildlife items at the Otter Shop, it 
is time to act, because once they are gone… they 
are gone! 
www.ottershop.co.uk  
 
 
 
 
 
      
 
 

You can follow us on: 

 
 
 

     
Annual Supporters’ Rates 
UK and EEC Countries: Adult:  £24.00 per year 
    Child:  £13.00 per year 
    Family: £34.00 per year 
 
All other countries:  Adult:  £30.00 per year 

Child:  £15.00 per year 
Family: £40.00 per year 

Life Membership (all countries):  £350.00 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Discover Ways You Can Help  

 
There are many ways in which you can 
raise money and awareness to help the 
otters in our Fundraising Pack or find out 
what some of our supporters have done 
over the years in the online newsletters.  
 

 International Otter Survival Fund 
7 Black Park 

Broadford 
Isle of Skye   IV49 9DE 

Scotland 
 

Email: enquiries@otter.org 
Tel/Fax: ++(0)1471 822487 

Join our IOSF mailing list.  Click on this link: 
http://tinyurl.com/p3lrsmx 

 
www.otter.org 

 
 

The International Otter Survival Fund 
Working to Save the Worlds Otters 

Have you enjoyed reading this  
e-newsletter?  Then please forward it to 
someone else and spread the word. 
 
If you are reading this for the first time 
and would like to receive all IOSF 
mailings, click here to sign up.   Please 
be assured that we will never pass on 
your details to any other party and you 
will only ever receive emails from us. 

 

Increase the value 

of your gift to IOSF: 

 

Images ©IOSF unless otherwise indicated 

http://www.otter.org/
http://www.pinterest.com/paulyoxon/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/39540399417/
https://twitter.com/IOSF/
http://internationalottersurvivalfund.tumblr.com/
http://www.ottershop.co.uk/
http://www.ottershop.co.uk/PBSCCatalog.asp?CatID=1966967
http://otter.org/Public/HelpUs_WhatYouCanDoToHelp.aspx
http://otter.org/Public/News_Newsletter.aspx
http://tinyurl.com/p3lrsmx
http://www.otter.org/
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