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World Otter Day - Wednesday 31 May 2017 

 
World Otter Day Grants 
IOSF is delighted to be able to offer three grants of £100 
each towards the cost of putting on an event or carrying 
out some education work for World Otter Day. 
 
Applications should include the following: 

 Name of applicant 

 Organisation if applicable 

 Address of applicant 

 Brief description of what you are planning to do, how and where 
What would you do with the £100 grant? 
 
Please send your applications to enquiries@otter.org to arrive no later than Friday 
24 March 2017.  The successful applicants will be announced on Friday 31 March 
2017. 
 
Your World Otter Day 

We have produced information and event posters to help you 
promote World Otter Day and your events, and they can be found 
on our resources page: 
http://www.otter.org/Public/MediaAndResources_Resources.aspx   These 
posters are being translated into as many languages as possible, 
so keep watching as we add more to the web site. 
 
We hope that you will join us in this important campaign and 
there are so many ways that YOU can help 
(http://otter.org/Public/HelpUs_WhatYouCanDoToHelp.aspx) including 
planning awareness events and fundraising to ensure our work 
continues. Don’t forget to tell us about your plans 

(enquiries@otter.org) and if you are organising an event we will include it on our 
events page and social media. 
 
We realise that not everyone will be able to organise or attend an event on 31 May, so 
are happy if you need to organise your event on a different day. 
 

Let Us Make the World Otter Aware! 
http://otter.org/Public/Events_OurCurrentEvent.aspx  
 

World Wildlife Day – 3 March 2017 
Although our World Otter Day is not until 31 May, the United Nations General Assembly 
(UNGA) have proclaimed 3 March as UN World Wildlife Day – this is to recognise the 
day when the Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna 
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Kerr enjoying time in his pool 

Ganga very cosy in her snug nest 

Sofi , first one out! 

and Flora (CITES) was signed, back in 1973.  The aim is to celebrate and raise 
awareness of the world’s wild animals and plants.  
The theme for the Day will be “Listen to the Young Voices” and this is really important if 
we are to make a difference in the conservation of all species, including otters. 
 

News from the Hospital 
One day warm, the next cold.  One day dry, the next rain.  One day we have to put the 
hose on to fill the otter pools as they are empty, the next day the croft is running with 
water.  Constant change.   

 
But the one good thing is that our otters 
are adapting to all of this.  Ganga 
continues to add to her “nest” and 
Kerr’s box is stuffed with bedding he 
has collected – I don’t know how he 
gets in! 
 
Sofi and Noelle are now together in a 
nursery pen.  The introduction went 
really well and the two cubs 
immediately ran together and chased 
each other outside and into the pool.  
Even though Noelle is quite a bit bigger 
than Sofi, it is the smaller cub who is 
the “boss”!   

 
It has been especially good for Sofi to have an otter pal, as she was always ready to 
come out when I went to feed her, but Noelle always hid.  Now the only sign that there 
are otters there is a wriggling mass of bedding! 
 
If you would like to support our cubs in the Sanctuary you can send a cheque 
marked "Hospital" on the back or make a donation online at www.ottershop.co.uk 
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Otter Rescues Abroad 
Chile (photos Chinchimen) 
At the end of January we were 
contacted by Rinaldo Verdi 
from Chinchimen in Chile, who 
we have worked with before.  
They had received a little 
seacat (or marine otter, Lontra 
felina).  Apparently the 
National service of fisheries 
and aquiculture 
(SERNAPESCA) were 
carrying out a port inspection 
in Caldera when they found a 
child holding the cub.  So they 
took it and sent it to 
Chinchimen by plane. 
  
 
Today we received an update and hasn’t she grown! 

 
Rinaldo told us “We called the 
otter pup ‘Changuita’, because 
she came from the city of 
Caldera, which is 761 
kilometers from Maitencillo, 
where we are located.  In 
Caldera a long time ago there 
was a tribe called the Changos, 
so this is how she got her 
name.” 
 
Apparently she is feeding well 
and putting on about 20gm per 
day!  They weren’t able to get 
the milk powder we usually use 

but have made up their own recipe – and clearly it is working. 
 
Their biggest problem at the moment is to raise funds to improve their facilities 
especially as she grows and needs an outside enclosure in preparation for her release 
back to the coast.  The enclosure will cost US$6,000 to cover the construction and 
water filter for the pool. 
 
Chinchimen already have government approval for working in the rehabilitation of 
coastal wildlife but this facility would mean that they would be the first rehabilitation 
centre for otters in Chile. 
 
We want to help Rinaldo and his colleagues with caring for this lovely little 
animal.  If you would like to donate you can send a cheque marked "Changuita" 
on the back or make a donation online at www.ottershop.co.uk 

                                                                                                              Thank you 

http://www.otter.org/
http://www.ottershop.co.uk/
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Germany (photo Geranda Olsthoorn) 
You will remember from previous e-updates that Geranda is caring for two otters in 
Germany – Otmar and Davie. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
She recently sent us this photo and they have clearly grown into good strong animals 
and in a few months they will be ready for release.  It is hard for Geranda to remember 
now how ill little Davie was and how she feared he wouldn’t survive. 
 
But for now it is still winter and Geranda told us more about what the otters get up to: 
 
“The otters love to play under the ice.  They also love a big pile of pine branches which 
I offered them after a tree in our garden collapsed in the storm.  They pick off all the 
cones and play with them.  Also they go absolutely crazy running through the branches 
playing hide and seek. I have many large feathers from eagles. And they love playing 
with those too. 
 
We put several pipes in their playground and those are also now favourites and they 
learn to use culverts to cross under a road. They love to eat in the pipe as it is a safe 
place. 
  
We have our own hay and they love it with mint and reeds. They stuff their box with it 
and love to jump in it.” 
  
These two cubs are showing just the sort of natural behaviour that they would in the 
wild, so hopefully they will be fine when released. 
 

 
 

http://www.otter.org/
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Proposed Otter Cull In Austria 
We were horrified to hear that Lower Austria was planning to trap and shoot otters at 
the end of February and into March 2017.  This is terrible timing as it may well kill 
mothers of young cubs. 

 
As in most of Europe, otters 
are still recovering from a 
serious decline in the 20th 
century.  And yet pressure 
from fish farmers and anglers 
may possibly result in a cull.  
This is in spite of the fact that 
as a member of the 
European Union, Austria is 
bound by the European 
Union Fauna and Flora 
Habitat Directive, which gives 
the otter full protection. 
 
There are many factors which 
have caused a decline in fish 
stocks.  Even the anglers 
themselves have been partly 
responsible – they have 
stocked rivers with farm-

raised fish, such as salmonids, and these fish are not aware of predators, so otters can 
easily catch them.  And, of course, otters are not the only fish predators. 
 
There is a lot of evidence that culling doesn’t solve problems with predators.  A recent 
article in the Huffington Post (http://www.huffingtonpost.com/entry/scientists-agree-its-time-to-

end-the-war-on-wildlife_us_58a77e73e4b026a89a7a2b08) gave an interesting comment on the 
subject and referred to various articles in the American Society of Mammalogists special 
issue on this topic.  These were related more to predators such as wolves and bears 
rather than otters, but the principles are largely the same.  The article is well worth 
reading but what it says is that if you remove a top predator from an area it will often be 
replaced by another, which can cause even more problems.  One study of the predation 
of wolves in Idaho showed that by using non-lethal methods to protect sheep the loss of 
sheep to wolves was reduced by more than three times compared with the use of lethal 
methods.  
  
There are other solutions to keep otters out of fish ponds and fisheries and these are 
well known and will have a long-lasting effect.  However killing the otter is quick and 
cheap, but in the long term it is actually more economic to solve the problem. 
 
On 22 February we received an email telling us that the proposed cull had been 
postponed, but the reason was not clear.  As the spring approaches it will become 
increasingly difficult to shoot otters, thank goodness.  
 
Although the cull has been postponed we cannot be complacent and we would 
ask you all to support the campaign to stop this by signing the petition at 
http://www.thepetitionsite.com/takeaction/423/975/569/ .  Please also pass it on.  Thanks 

http://www.otter.org/
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/entry/scientists-agree-its-time-to-end-the-war-on-wildlife_us_58a77e73e4b026a89a7a2b08
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/entry/scientists-agree-its-time-to-end-the-war-on-wildlife_us_58a77e73e4b026a89a7a2b08
http://www.thepetitionsite.com/takeaction/423/975/569/
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Rare sighting of an otter in  Iraq (Photo credit:  Bruce McLennan and 
Bob Zook) 

 

Rare Otter Photographed in Iraq 
We are so used to sad news from Iraq that it is great to hear something positive - a rare 
otter has been seen at the Mosul Dam in northern Iraq.   
 
Photographers Bruce McLennan and Bob Zook were working up at the dam when they 
spotted the otter and managed to get clear photos of it.  They contacted us and we 
immediately put them in touch with Omar Al Sheikhly from the University of Baghdad, 
and Filippo Barbanera, from the University of Pisa, Italy, who are working on the 
genetics of Iraqi otters and monitoring populations through a National Geographic 
Society Conservation Trust granted project.  Omar has done a lot of work on otters in 
Iraq and he was even invited to give a talk on otters in front of the Iraqi Prime Minister at 
the TEDxBaghdad 2015 event.  This is a programme which aims to inspire and 
stimulate initiatives that can improve lives and work toward a better future for Iraq and 
humanity as a whole. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
There are two species of otter in Iraq, the Eurasian otter (Lutra lutra) and a sub-species 
of the smooth-coated otter (Lutrogale perspicillata maxwelli), which is only found in Iraq.  
It is also called Maxwell’s Otter after the famous author, Gavin Maxwell.  During his 
travels in Iraq in 1956 Maxwell found a young otter cub which he brought back to the 
UK.  This otter became famous as Mijbil in his book “Ring of Bright Water” and the 
subsequent film.   
 
The new photos at Mosul Dam (Nineveh Governorate) revealed that this was in fact an 
adult Eurasian otter and Omar and Filippo were delighted with the news.  Omar said 
“Thank you once more for sharing your remarkable record with us. Please note 
that your record is THE FIRST PHOTOGRAPHIC RECORD OF EURASIAN OTTER 
IN NORTHERN IRAQ ever! Well done.” 
 
Habitat destruction, hunting and trapping resulted in a serious decline of otters in Iraq.  
The Marsh Arabs have a strong tradition of hunting otters for their fur or taking the cubs 

http://www.otter.org/
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Photo: Alvin Tan 

for pets.  Otters are protected by Iraqi law and there are great efforts being put into 
habitat restoration.   
 
At a time when most news from Iraq concerns war and destruction, it is encouraging to 
receive positive news which demonstrates the great conservation work which continues 
in spite of all the hardships.  These photos are a real symbol of the success of these 
efforts.   
 

More News from Singapore 
The otters in Singapore seem to be having some problems. 
 
On 26 January, four of the Bishan family of 13 otters were feeding and the two youngest 
cubs were left behind.  When they realised that they were alone they tried to follow and 
one of them quickly rejoined the family.  But the other one was not so lucky.  The two 
cubs were only about 2½ months old and so they were very vulnerable to predators and 
road traffic.  Fortunately a group of Otter Watchers were keeping an eye on the family 
and, although the cub tried to escape, they caught it and put it in a laundry basket.  
They then had to walk quite a way to return it to the holt, without letting other people 
know where it was.  Fortunately the story has a happy ending as the cub went back to 
its family about 9.30 that night and immediately went to sleep with the group and the 
next day it was seen with its parents. 
 
Last May another cub had to be rescued when it fell into a canal and it too was 
successfully reunited with its family. 
http://www.straitstimes.com/singapore/otter-watchers-come-to-rescue-of-pup-separated-
from-bishan-otter-family  

 

These incidents had 
good outcomes but 
there are other serious 
threats to their survival 
and recent photos 
show how bad the 
litter is in the area.  
There have been 
several incidents 
where otters have 
been seen trying to eat 
things like plastic 
bags, or pieces of 
Styrofoam, and there 
have also been cases 
where they have been 

seen with string around the neck or fish hooks attached.  You can see the scale of the 
problem from the photo. 
 
So far the Otter Watch volunteers have reported that the otters have managed to rid 
themselves of these but they still face considerable danger from all this rubbish.  They 
are stressing the need for people to stop dropping litter before there is a more serious 
case. 

http://www.otter.org/
http://www.straitstimes.com/singapore/otter-watchers-come-to-rescue-of-pup-separated-from-bishan-otter-family
http://www.straitstimes.com/singapore/otter-watchers-come-to-rescue-of-pup-separated-from-bishan-otter-family
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http://mothership.sg/2017/02/these-photos-of-otters-getting-tangled-up-in-our-litter-
should-serve-as-an-impetus-to-stop-littering/ 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Here on Skye we have had our own incidents with litter.  The worst we have known was 
back in 1997 when we had a horrific case of a young male otter with a cable tie around 
his neck, living in the harbour at Kyle of Lochalsh.  He had obviously grown with this on 
and it had cut in terribly.  The fishermen were really concerned about him and were 
throwing him bits of fish but the tie clearly needed to be cut off.  It wasn’t easy to catch 
him but he was eventually locked into the hold of a boat.  By then his head had swollen 
to almost twice its size and his breathing was very laboured.  In spite of this, he survived 
and was released back into his home at Kyle.  A few weeks later we were contacted by 
someone who thought we were radio-tracking an otter about 3 miles away from Kyle.  
Apparently there was an otter with a “collar” on but this was no collar – it was Kyle and 
the collar was where the hair hadn’t grown over his healed wound. 

Where the cable tie had cut into his neck   Release in Kyle harbour 
 
This just shows how resilient otters can be but we all have a responsibility to prevent 
litter which is such a threat to all wildlife. 
 

Pathetic Penalty for Man Who Admitted Shooting an Otter 
A man from Booneville, Ohio, shot an otter with a .22 rifle and then posted a video of 
himself doing it on YouTube.   
 
Clearly there can be no question of whether he did it or not and so when he was 
“ticketed” by state conservation officers he could hardly deny it.  He admitted the 
offence and said he had sold it to a local fur buyer. 
 
In parts of Ohio it is legal to trap river otters, as in Herkimer country where this occurred, 
but it is illegal to shoot them.  So he was charged with “illegally taking protected wildlife 
and illegally selling protected wildlife”.  To us it doesn’t really matter how an otter is 
killed (trap or gun), it is the fact that these animals are being exploited for fur. 

Photo: Maxx Khoo 
Singapore otters lying amongst litter 

http://www.otter.org/
http://mothership.sg/2017/02/these-photos-of-otters-getting-tangled-up-in-our-litter-should-serve-as-an-impetus-to-stop-littering/
http://mothership.sg/2017/02/these-photos-of-otters-getting-tangled-up-in-our-litter-should-serve-as-an-impetus-to-stop-littering/
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He is yet to appear in court but what is the potential penalty?  A paltry maximum fine of 
$250 for each offence! 

 
Now This Really Was A Giant Otter! 
We are familiar with the giant otter of South America but it is dwarfed by its prehistoric 
relation found in south-west China!  The giant otter (Pteronura brasiliensis) can grow up 
to 1.8m and weigh up to 32kg but this extinct otter weighed about 50kg. 

 
A research team led by Dr Denise Su, curator and 
head of palaeobotany and palaeoecology at the 
Cleveland Museum of Natural History, and Dr 
Xiaoming Wang, curator and head of vertebrate 
palaeontology at the Natural History Museum of Los 
Angeles County, have produced a report on the 
discovery of the new species, which lived about 6.2 
million years ago (late Miocene).  It has been named 
Siamogale melilutra because it has features similar 
to both badgers and otters – Meles is the Latin name 
for badger, and Lutra, of course, is the Latin genus 
name for many otter species. 
 
They have found a complete skull and jaw and parts 
of at least three animals.  The reconstruction of the 
skull was highly technical as the bone fragments 

were too fragile to put back together, so they scanned the pieces and used a computer 
to re-create the skull, which they then printed out on a 3D printer!  This will be on show 
to visitors at the Cleveland Museum, but the original fossils will remain in China. 
 
The area where the fossils were found, Shuitangba, in eastern Yunnan province, was 
once a marsh with slow-moving water producing fine sediments, and this provided ideal 
conditions for excellent preservation of fossils. 
 
When they examined the 
fossils they found that they 
are very similar to others, 
which had been attributed to 
“Lutra aonychoides”.  These 
other fossils are about one 
million years younger (4.9-
5.4 million years ago, i.e. 
early Pliocene) and they 
were found in the Yushe 
basin in north China, about 
1,400 km away.  This 
means that they must have 
had quite a wide distribution 
across several drainage 
systems and climatic zones, 
so they must have been 
able to adapt to various 

http://www.otter.org/
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environmental features as modern otters do. 
 
So how did these otters grow so big?  It is all to do with diet.  Studies of the jaw and 
teeth suggest that they ate molluscs and shellfish, like the sea otter.  However, whereas 
the sea otter uses stones to crack open its prey, it may be that these otters were unable 
to do that.  So they had to use the strength of their jaws and teeth to break into the 
shells and this would in turn mean that the animal had to be big so as to possess such 
physical features.  The research team will be looking into this further. 
 
Studies of this kind can reveal a lot of information on existing otters and the team are 
also looking at the relationships between eight extinct genera of otters (Tyrrhenolutra, 
Paralutra, Paludolutra, Enhydritherium, Vishnuonyx, Sivaonyx, Enhydriodon and the 
new Siamogale) and five living genera (Pteronura, Lontra, Enhydra, Aonyx and Lutra). 
 
A summary of the research can be found at https://www.sciencenews.org/blog/science-

ticker/ancient-otter-unusual-size-unearthed-china and the full article can be downloaded 
at http://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/14772019.2016.1267666  

 
We would like to express our thanks to Xiaoming Wang for permission to use the 
images. 
 

Laos Otter Training Workshop 
As you know we have been holding a series of training workshops to encourage more 
people to work in otter conservation through research and education/public awareness.  
Apart from the African workshop in Tanzania, these have all been held in Asia as otter 
populations are being decimated by illegal hunting for furs. 
 
In September we held our workshop in China which was so positive, and it has been 
decided to hold the next one in Laos this December.  However this one will be different 
as we want to bring people together from Laos, Myanmar and China, as this is a major 
hub of the illegal wildlife trade.  
 
We are in still in the planning process and are working with WWF Laos and Anoulak, a 
conservation organisation in Laos, who have actually done some work on otters using 
camera traps.  
 
We will keep you up to date on the progress. 
 

Product of the Month - Otter Shop (on Twitter @otter_shop and Facebook) 
Where all profits go to help otters 
www.ottershop.co.uk  
 
If you are looking for the perfect gift for your Mum on 
Mothering Sunday we have lots of lovely otter themed 
merchandise at the Otter Shop.   
 
The IOSF Otter Adoption Gift Box for Mum is crammed 
with information and goodies and comes with a choice 
of an Isle of Skye Candle Company votive candle or a 
Perkins & Morley matching notebook and coaster. 
 

http://www.otter.org/
http://www.ottershop.co.uk/PBSCProduct.asp?ItmID=13669249
https://www.sciencenews.org/blog/science-ticker/ancient-otter-unusual-size-unearthed-china
https://www.sciencenews.org/blog/science-ticker/ancient-otter-unusual-size-unearthed-china
http://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/14772019.2016.1267666
http://www.ottershop.co.uk/
http://www.ottershop.co.uk/PBSCProduct.asp?ItmID=13669249
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Thanks 
We have always valued the great support of you, our supporters, and we very much 
appreciated your help in reaching the target in our Wildcrowd crowdfunding campaign to 
raise funds to support our work here in the Otter Hospital.  Thanks to you we even 
exceeded our hopes and raised £2,051, £51 over our target. 
 
Thanks also to: The Ernest Cook Trust, The Trelix Charitable Trust, and Shetland 
Nature, and to those of you who so generously donate. 
 
 
 
      
 
 
 

You can follow us on: 

 
 
 

     
Annual Supporters’ Rates 
UK and EEC Countries: Adult:  £24.00 per year 
    Child:  £13.00 per year 
    Family: £34.00 per year 
 
All other countries:  Adult:  £30.00 per year 

Child:  £15.00 per year 
Family: £40.00 per year 

Life Membership (all countries):  £350.00 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Discover Ways You Can Help  

 
There are many ways in which you can 
raise money and awareness to help the 
otters in our Fundraising Pack or find out 
what some of our supporters have done 
over the years in the online newsletters.  
 

 International Otter Survival Fund 
7 Black Park 

Broadford 
Isle of Skye   IV49 9DE 

Scotland 
 

Email: enquiries@otter.org 
Tel/Fax: ++(0)1471 822487 

Join our IOSF mailing list.  Click on this link: 
http://tinyurl.com/p3lrsmx 

 
www.otter.org 

 
 

The International Otter Survival Fund 
Working to Save the Worlds Otters 

Have you enjoyed reading this  
e-newsletter?  Then please forward it to 
someone else and spread the word. 
 
If you are reading this for the first time 
and would like to receive all IOSF 
mailings, click here to sign up.   Please 
be assured that we will never pass on 
your details to any other party and you 
will only ever receive emails from us. 

 

Increase the value 

of your gift to IOSF: 
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