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World Otter Day - Wednesday 31 May 2017 

 
Join others all around the world to celebrate World Otter 
Day on 31 May 2017. 
 
We were delighted with the response to our offer of three 
grants of £100 each to help with events for World Otter Day.  
All the proposals were excellent and this gave us a difficult 
problem in deciding on the recipients for the grants.   
 
We wanted to spread the grants as far as we could for different 
projects so one was chosen from Africa, one from Nepal and one  
from the UK.  In addition the African Otter Network sponsored a 
second grant to Africa so that in total we were able to make four awards. 
 
So the grant winners were: 
 
NEPAL - Balram Awasthi of Tribhuvan University, Kanchanpur:  The morning will 
feature an Otter Conservation Awareness Rally by students from Siddhanath Science 
Campus to Mahendranagar city & back (5 km).  In the afternoon there will be a 
programme of talks and videos on otters for the public. 
 
BENIN - Aina Fatai, Amis de l'Afrique Francophone-Benin:  Public awareness for 21 
teachers & over 300 children from the Sô-Ava Centre public primary school, Lake 
Nokoué, a RAMSAR site.  The aim is to use IOSF resources to inform and educate 
teachers and children at the school on the importance of the conservation of the otter 
and its habitat and the advantages that this can provide for the locality and the country 
in general.  “White” otters (African clawless otter, Aonyx capensis) and the spotted otter 
(Lutra maculicollis) use Lake Nokoué as a refuge and they are subject to many human 
pressures. 
Sponsored by Anna Dorian of Vibrant Reiki.  Anna has been a long term supporter of 
IOSF and was an environmental educator herself for many years and one of her 
favourite topics for the kids was, of course, otters! 
 
BENIN – Patrice Bada, African Mobile Nature:  Create an advertising panel in French 
and Arabic and to install it at the border of Benin and Niger in the presence of 
fishermen, sellers of animal remains, authorities and police.  This will inform them of the 
value of the species that is very threatened here.   
Sponsored by the African Otter Network 
 
UK - Amy Corcoran & Erin Tschiderer:  Session with primary school children in 
London with an informative (but fun!) talk about otters, including the different species, 
the risks faced by them, their importance in ecosystems and as indicator species, and 
what we can do to help. The children will then have the opportunity to participate in the 
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creation of a collaborative temporary mural about otters as well as masks which 
represent 4 of the 13 species, to take home with them.   In the future it is hoped to 
create a more permanent mural on otters in London with facts about them. 
 
In addition to these exciting projects we have already been told of many other 
events which will take place worldwide, including the following: 
 
California, USA - Kelly Davidson, the District Biologist for the Mt. View Sanitary District, 
has produced this wonderful billboard (below) to go beside the freeway to advertise and 

celebrate Wetlands Month and World Otter Day 2017. 
Chile – Rinaldo Verdi and Chinchimen will be holding events as part of their programme 
of education and outreach for environmental conservation at Maitencillo. 
 
China - Zhang Xaohong of Wetlands International China is putting posters in the 
Newsletter for Wetland International which will have a distribution throughout China. 
 

England – An Otter Event (for younger otter lovers) is taking place at Waterlooville 
Library, Waterlooville, Portsmouth on 27 May 2017 - Celebrating World Otter Day. 
There will be an hour long session between 09.45am till 10.45am that will include crafts, 
games and lots of otterly great facts.   
Places are limited, so book your FREE ticket in-branch at Waterlooville Library. 
There will also be a display in the children's section throughout May. 
 
Scotland - The Mull Otter Group are planning a special day of events, starting indoors 
with things to do and see, and followed by a choice of two trips - one is a walk to see 
signs of otters along the shore, and the other a tour in a minibus to hopefully see otters.  
They are liaising with schools so that they can bring children to visit on the day and 
learn useful things.  And anyone else is also welcome. 
 
Sri Lanka – Our good friend and Board Member, Padma de Silva, has translated an 
otter poster into Sinhala for display in schools near her village (Galagedera). Some of 
the children there may even have seen otters on rare occasions. She has also 
contacted a number of Science teachers to encourage them to talk to their students 
about otters while they talk on the clean environment.  
 
Tanzania – William Mgomo will be raising awareness in two schools, one primary and 
secondary. 
 

http://www.otter.org/
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Uganda – Joan Hardingham has been very busy drumming up support for otters in 
Uganda.  Joan is actually from Suffolk but is working with the VSO in Uganda, and as 
she couldn’t get involved back in the UK she determined to do something where she is.  
She has been in touch with the Head of the Uganda Wildlife Authority (UWA) at 
Karuma, who is very interested to get his rangers recording otters on the Nile stretch of 
the Murchison Falls National Park.  Through a contact at the Kimpala Museum, Joan 
discovered the Clan Totems and otters are one of the clans!  So she has 
contacted the Otter Clan to get them involved. 
 
So we want to encourage every single one of you to join in.  You don’t 
need a big project like some of these we have mentioned – simply put a 
poster in your local shop, library, etc.  You will find various resources, 
including posters, on our web page at 
http://www.otter.org/Public/MediaAndResources_Resources.aspx. 

 
You can also take a stall at a car boot sale, hold a coffee morning, do a sponsored 
silence/walk/swim, make ottery cakes to sell … there are so many ways YOU can help.  
You will find more things you can do in our fundraising pack at 
http://www.otter.org/Public/HelpUs_WhatYouCanDoToHelp.aspx 

 
Don’t forget to tell us about your plans (enquiries@otter.org) and if you are organising an 
event we will include it on our events page and social media. 
 
So go out, have fun and raise awareness and funds for otters.  
 

Let Us Make the World Otter Aware! 
http://otter.org/Public/Events_OurCurrentEvent.aspx  

 

 
Get Kitted Out For World Otter Day 
You can still purchase one of our World Otter Day shirts.  This will be the last 
opportunity to purchase this design in time to wear on the Day (31st May).  There are 
three styles to choose from in a variety of colours.  All profits from sales will go into our 
campaign appeal.  Wear yours with pride, and promote otter awareness wherever you 
go! 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

You can reserve your garment until 9th May 2017.   
Details of prices, sizes and delivery can be found at: https://teespring.com/en-

GB/stores/iosf-otter-shop-shirts  

 

http://www.otter.org/
http://www.otter.org/Public/MediaAndResources_Resources.aspx
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Grand Raffle for World Otter Day 
There is still time to enter and have the chance to win one of these great prizes. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1st prize: A wonderful life-size carved otter sculpture by Mike Wood (base 55cm 

long) (http://www.mikewoodbird.co.uk).    This is a really stunning piece. 
2nd prize: An Otter Watching Day for two people on the Isle of Skye (for details visit 

http://otter.org/Public/Events_OtterWatchingDays.aspx) * 
3rd prize: A limited edition “Otter Pool” print by Pollyanna Pickering (143/250, 57 x 

39cm) 
4th prize: A beautiful Sea Otter print by Wendy Payne (mounted 40 x 36cm) 
5th prize: An IOSF Otter Adoption Gift Box 
6th prize: A signed copy of "Otters of the World" by Paul and Grace Yoxon 
7th prize: A gorgeous plush soft toy otter 
 
* Does not include transport to Skye or accommodation 
 
For a chance to win one of these items and to contribute towards World Otter Day, go 
to: https://www.justgiving.com/campaigns/charity/iosf/worldotterdayraffle 
 
Tickets cost just £5 each and are available from our JustGiving fundraising page.  Make 
sure once your donation has gone through, that you tick the box alongside “I'm happy to 
be contacted by ".  Justgiving can then share your contact details with us and we can 
issue you with a ticket number.  Entries will be taken up to noon on 2nd June 2017, the 
draw will take place on 5th June 2017 and all winners will be notified by email. 
 
Good luck! 
 

Update from Chile 
In February we told you about the young cub, Changuita, who is being cared for by 
Rinaldo Verdi and his colleagues at Chinchimen in Chile.  Changuita is a marine otter or 
seacat (Lontra felina).  This is a small species of otter which lives along the Pacific 
coast from Peru to Tierra del Fuego, with the largest population being found in Chile.  
Some research has been done on this species but there is still a lot to learn and 
Chinchimen are making a major contribution to this and to public awareness.  You can 
read more about their work at http://www.chinchimen.org/  

http://www.otter.org/
http://www.mikewoodbird.co.uk/
http://otter.org/Public/Events_OtterWatchingDays.aspx
https://www.justgiving.com/campaigns/charity/iosf/worldotterdayraffle
http://www.chinchimen.org/
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Changuita 
Photo: Chinchimen 

 
Chinchimen wanted to raise 
funds to help them improve 
their facilities with a new otter 
enclosure and we are 
delighted to say that we have 
been able to send a donation 
thanks to you and also the 
Marchig Animal Welfare Trust. 
 
You can still help with the 
care of Changuita.  If you 
would like to donate you 
can send a cheque marked 
"Changuita" on the back or 
make a donation online at 
www.ottershop.co.uk 
 

Thank you 
 

News from The African Otter Network (Photos: Johnson Mbaryo) 
Johnson Mbaryo in Tanzania posted some good and bad news on the African Otter 
Network forum.  Firstly he was delighted when a friend told him that he had seen an 
otter in Mto wa Mbu.  He went to the site and found footprints and fresh spraints 
containing catfish. 
 
 

 
He also talked to an old man from a small island in Lake Victoria who told him that 
otters are very common there.  However, they are now being eaten as bushmeat by 
people from the Kigoma area. 
 
As Charlie Paxton from Shamvura Camp in Namibia said “It takes years and years of 
community based natural resource management creating alternative benefits from the 
resources and good law enforcement to change these habits.” 
 

http://www.otter.org/
http://www.ottershop.co.uk/
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Sofi – always first out for fish! 

This is why the community work being carried out by members of the African Otter 
Network is so important and we will continue to support it. 
 

Developments in The Asian Otter Network 
During a recent trip to Sri Lanka, we went to visit our friends Padma and Mangala de 
Silva, who live at Peradeniya near Kandy.  We have known them for many years and 
Padma has been involved in all our Asian training workshops.  She is also a member of 
our Board and our Asian co-ordinator and so advises on all our Asian projects. 

 
Padma is very keen on education, particularly 
for children, who she believes are the key to the 
future.  She has produced a series of children's 
books on otters specifically for Asian children. 
These were originally distributed in her home 
island but they have since been sent to many 
other countries including Indonesia, 
Bangladesh, Nepal and China. 
 
Whilst we were there we talked about the Asian 
Otter Network and how we can develop it 

further. Padma suggested creating a number of regional co-ordinators who can work 
more locally and then link together through her and the overall Asian Otter Network.  
We would also like to develop a toolkit of resources relevant to the regions that can be 
used throughout.  We already have our IOSF video which has been translated into 
various languages but we also want to develop things like artwork templates for posters, 
handouts etc. 
 

News from the Hospital 
As we said last month, Ganga is getting near the time 
for her release.  She is even more elusive to see and is 
digging around the perimeter of her enclosure, which is 
a clear sign she wants to go.  So we are sorting out a 
good release site and she will return to the wild soon. 
 
Sofi and Noelle are eating more and more!  Noelle is 
still very private, as she 
always was.  But Sofi will 
come out for her fish.   
 

 
One of our hedgehogs has been released and the other one 
is also coming on.  Although it was bigger upon arrival the 
second hedgehog slept longer so it has taken more time for 
it to reach a suitable size for release. 
 
 
 
If you would like to support our cubs in the Sanctuary you can send a cheque marked 
"Hospital" on the back or make a donation online at www.ottershop.co.uk 
 

Ganga 

http://www.otter.org/
http://www.ottershop.co.uk/
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Has Your Primary School Signed Up Yet? 
Do you, or any of your family and friends, have children that go to primary school? Do 
you think they would like to become Guinness™ World Record Breakers - and help 
save otters at the same time? If so, then Walk4Wildlife is the event for them! 
 
On Friday 19th May, primary schoolchildren all over the UK** will be attempting to set a 
new Guinness™ World Record (GWR) by taking part in the largest sponsored walk ever 
held anywhere in the world. 
 
And as well as (hopefully) breaking the world record, children will also raise money for a 
wide range of conservation and wildlife charities - including IOSF. You can find out more 
information about the walk at www.walking4wildlife.com. 
 
** Schools in other parts of the world can also take part as long as they can walk at the 
same time so that they are included in the GWR attempt.  There are already schools 
interested in taking part in Namibia and South Africa.  
  
If you have children that are at primary school, please contact the 
headmaster or headmistress, or your child's teacher, and ask them 
to register for the Schools Walk 4 Wildlife sponsored walk. When 
you contact the school, please ask them to raise money for the 
International Otter Survival Fund - one of over thirty conservation 
and wildlife charities taking part in the event. 
  
Also please tell other parents about this event and share it on social media. The more 
schools that raise money, the better for wildlife! 
 
Simon King OBE 
“I wholeheartedly support this initiative.  It is a great opportunity for kids all around 
Britain to step up to nature” 
 

Who Was Emil Liers? 
I have to be honest that until I read the article (see reference below) in the Winona Daily 
News I had never even heard of Emil Liers – much to my shame.   
 
Liers was born in 1890 and was a naturalist from Minnesota whose life was changed 
when he found two orphaned otter cubs on the river bank.  This led to a life-long 
commitment to otters and during his lifetime he cared for more than 100.  Some of these 
joined his “pack” in his sanctuary near Homer and others went to zoos or private homes.  
Before him, otters in captivity had not lived more than a year and he was the first to 
breed them in captivity.   
 
Some of his otters featured in many films including the Disney film “Beaver Valley” 
(1951) and a number of nature films.  Some people are wary of the use of animals in 
filming but Liers was described as a “kindly-looking, soft-spoken, middle-aged man with 
a mild manner about him that informs you at once that love alone was used in training 

http://www.otter.org/
http://www.walking4wildlife.com/
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these shy, elusive creatures of the wild” 
(http://digital.lib.uiowa.edu/cdm/ref/collection/tc/id/50439)  

 
The otters in his sanctuary were trained to retrieve things and would accompany him on 
fishing trips too.  On one occasion an otter called Silver came back with a live 
rattlesnake in her mouth!  According to Liers, otters were 
experts at killing rattlesnakes and would kill and eat many 
snakes without getting bitten. 
 
But his life wasn’t all about training the otters and he made 
detailed studies of them.  In November 1939 he was 
arrested by the Fillmore County game warden because 
anglers believed that his pack was eating too many fish, but 
the charges were dropped due to lack of evidence. 
 
Liers was very enthusiastic about telling people about otters 
and other wildlife and the University of Minnesota employed 
him to visit schools both local and further afield in America.  
His talks were well received and included a film featuring 
his otters called “My Pals and Playmates, the Otters”, made 
in cooperation with the Field Museum of Natural History.  
This film was shown in 20,000 “moving picture theatres” in the United States and 
Canada, and Haskell, of the New York Herald Tribune, said that it was better than any 
animal film he had ever seen from Hollywood.  Charles Russell, Curator at the American 
Museum of Natural History, said “Mr. Emil E. Liers has a most interesting and novel 
program.  It's one that is of special significance to people interested in animals.  His 
Otters are real pets, and his motion pictures are of unusual excellence and interest.  No 
one can see him, his animals or his pictures, without respect and admiration for him and 
an increased feeling of responsibility for understanding and preserving wild life.” 
 
He published An Otter’s Story telling the story of his life with the otters and this became 
a firm favourite with children growing up in the 1950s.  The American equivalent of 
Gavin Maxwell, I guess.  But his books were not just restricted to otters and he also 
wrote about beaver, mink and black bears.  In fact his book “A Black Bear’s Story” was 
given the 1962 American Library Association Award. 
 
Emil Liers died in 1975 aged 85 and although he was a “reformed” trapper he made an 
important contribution to making people aware of otters and their role in the 
environment.  I can’t help but wonder how he would react to the near extinction of his 
precious otters in America and the renewed trapping which again threatens them. 
http://www.winonadailynews.com/news/local/throwback-thursday-emil-liers-doing-what-he-
otter/article_d757a74d-7da0-5b06-8fec-aa7997f6fc6d.html 

 

Video of Smooth-Coated Otters Teasing a Crocodile! 
Sagar Giri is a wildlife photographer in Nepal and he managed to get an amazing video 
of smooth-coated otters teasing a mugger crocodile 
(https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dG6RUFHPYOE).  You will be amazed not just by the 
sheer cheek of the animals approaching the crocodile but how many otters there are! 
 
Sagar has taken some simply superb photos of the otters like this one below which he 
has kindly given us permission to use. 

http://www.otter.org/
http://digital.lib.uiowa.edu/cdm/ref/collection/tc/id/50439
http://www.winonadailynews.com/news/local/throwback-thursday-emil-liers-doing-what-he-otter/article_d757a74d-7da0-5b06-8fec-aa7997f6fc6d.html
http://www.winonadailynews.com/news/local/throwback-thursday-emil-liers-doing-what-he-otter/article_d757a74d-7da0-5b06-8fec-aa7997f6fc6d.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dG6RUFHPYOE
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Sea Otters Smarter Than Dolphins  
Scientists have told us what we have long suspected - that sea otters are smart!  We 
are all familiar with the pictures of sea otters lying on their backs cracking open shellfish 
on a stone carefully balanced on their chests.  But it seems that this adaptation came 
long before the use of tools was developed by other marine mammals.  Indeed they 
may have begun doing this, thousands or even millions of years ago.   
 
We all regard dolphins as being very intelligent but we may not be so familiar with them 
using tools.  However, in Australia the Indo-Pacific bottle-nosed dolphins protect their 
noses with sponges when they are searching the sea floor for fish.  But it appears that 
this behaviour only evolved less than 200 years ago.  Not all dolphins do this, and those 
that do are closely related, so it would appear that it is more learnt than natural instinct. 
 
In contrast, the use of tools by sea otters seems to be innate rather than learned and 
young sea otter pups raised in captivity start to show “pounding” behaviour without any 
training or experience. Scientists at the Smithsonian Conservation Biology Institute in 
Washington found that sea otters using tools were not from the same family group, 
which suggested that this behaviour may have originated in the ancestors of modern 
sea otters. 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/science-environment-39339424 or you can read the full research at 
http://rsbl.royalsocietypublishing.org/content/13/3/20160880   
 

Otters of the World 
£18.99 
Our book on the Otters of the World has just been reprinted with 
revisions.  
 
Signed copies are available at www.ottershop.co.uk  

 
 
Thanks 
We would like to thank all of our supporters who have so kindly donated to our work, 
and also Nurtured by Nature. 

 

http://www.otter.org/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/science-environment-39339424
http://rsbl.royalsocietypublishing.org/content/13/3/20160880
http://www.ottershop.co.uk/
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Product of the Month - Otter Shop (on Twitter @otter_shop and Facebook) 
Where all profits go to help otters 

Book! Books! Books! 
May Day Madness! 
We have a wide selection of otter themed books, both for adults and for children.  For 
one week only we are offering books with a 20% discount.  The offer runs from 
Monday 1st May to Sunday 7th May.  Please enter the Discount Coupon Code “MAY-20” 
where prompted in the shopping cart.  So take this opportunity to grab a bargain and 
help otters at the same time.  Young children love to have an otter book read to them… 

 
    
 

www.ottershop.co.uk  
 

 
 

You can follow us on: 

 
 
 

     
Annual Supporters’ Rates 
UK and EEC Countries: Adult:  £24.00 per year 
    Child:  £13.00 per year 
    Family: £34.00 per year 
 
All other countries:  Adult:  £30.00 per year 

Child:  £15.00 per year 
Family: £40.00 per year 

Life Membership (all countries):  £350.00 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Discover Ways You Can Help  

 
There are many ways in which you can 
raise money and awareness to help the 
otters in our Fundraising Pack or find out 
what some of our supporters have done 
over the years in the online newsletters.  
 

 International Otter Survival Fund 
7 Black Park 

Broadford 
Isle of Skye   IV49 9DE 

Scotland 
 

Email: enquiries@otter.org 
Tel/Fax: ++(0)1471 822487 

Join our IOSF mailing list.  Click on this link: 
http://tinyurl.com/p3lrsmx 

 
www.otter.org 

 
 

The International Otter Survival Fund 
Working to Save the Worlds Otters 

Have you enjoyed reading this  
e-newsletter?  Then please forward it to 
someone else and spread the word. 

 

If you are reading this for the first time and 
would like to receive all IOSF mailings, click 
here to sign up.   Please be assured that we 
will never pass on your details to any other 
party and you will only ever receive emails 
from us. 

 

Increase the value 

of your gift to IOSF: 

 

Images ©IOSF unless otherwise indicated 
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