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World Otter Day - Wednesday 31 May 2017 
 

will see people all over the world celebrate otters.   

 

People from Japan, China, Sri Lanka, Nepal, Tanzania, 
Uganda, Benin, Ethiopia, Chile, USA and of course the 
UK, are amongst those holding events and there are many 
more spreading the word by social media. 
 
The aim of the day, as you know, is to create more 
awareness of otters and their conservation, their 
importance to wetlands, and to draw attention to how we 
can help them.  We also want to raise funds to support more 
projects. 
 
There will be talks to schools, universities and at zoos in Germany, Japan, Sri Lanka, 
Benin, Ethiopia, Chile and United States.  In Nepal there is to be a public rally from 
Siddhanath Science Campus to Mahendranagar city.  People in Tanzania are working 
with fishing communities and in Benin an information panel is being erected at the 
border with Niger to show fishermen, sellers of animal remains, government authorities 
and the police how threatened otters are in their country.  
 
Closer to home, the Mull Otter Group will have indoor and outdoor events including two 
trips to try and spot otters in the wild, and we will be holding a special IOSF otter 
watching day here on Skye. 
 
Of course, there are many other events planned and we will tell you more next month.  
If you are holding an event please do tell us and if possible send us some photos.   
 
Even if you can’t arrange an event, join in the social media campaign through 
Facebook, Twitter, etc – We want to get World Otter Day trending #worldotterday 
 
And also wear your otter t-shirt with pride and send us your photo – we want people to 
see that we care for otters and this is a simple way of demonstrating it. 
 

Let Us Make the World Otter Aware! 
http://otter.org/Public/Events_OurCurrentEvent.aspx  

 

Grand Raffle for World Otter Day 
There is still time to enter and have the chance to win 
one of the great prizes. 
1st prize: A wonderful life-size carved otter sculpture 
by Mike Wood (base 55cm long) (image left) 
(http://www.mikewoodbird.co.uk).     
 
 

e-Update 77, May 2017 

Join our IOSF mailing list and receive our newsletters - Click on 
this link: http://tinyurl.com/p3lrsmx 

 

http://www.otter.org/
http://otter.org/Public/Events_OurCurrentEvent.aspx
http://www.mikewoodbird.co.uk/
http://tinyurl.com/p3lrsmx
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For a chance to win and to contribute towards World Otter Day, go to: 
https://www.justgiving.com/campaigns/charity/iosf/worldotterdayraffle 
 
Tickets cost just £5 each and are available from our JustGiving fundraising page.  Make 
sure once your donation has gone through, that you tick the box alongside “I'm happy to 
be contacted by ".  Justgiving can then share your contact details with us and we can 
issue you with a ticket number.  Entries will be taken up to noon on 2nd June 2017, the 
draw will take place on 5th June 2017 and all winners will be notified by email. 
 
Good luck! 
 

Nepal Makes a Stand against Illegal Wildlife Trade 
In a demonstration 
against the illegal wildlife 
trade the authorities in 
Nepal have destroyed 
more than 4,000 animal 
body parts, including 
rhino horns and skins 
from tigers, leopards, 
clouded leopards and 

snow leopard.  We knew that otter skins were also included and so IOSF asked Jyoti 
Bhandari, of the Nepal Otter Network, to see if she could find out how many.   She has 
just replied that there were 379 otter skins burnt.  Although these are skins collected 
over 20 years it is still a huge number and shows the scale of the trade. 
 
The items were burnt at Chitwan National Park where tigers and rhino numbers have 
increased in the last 20 years.  The officials believe this is largely down to their anti-
poaching activities, habitat management and increased public awareness.   
 
Maheshwar Dhakal, joint secretary at the Ministry of Forest and Soil Conservation said 
“We hope that burning the stockpiles of dead wild animals will impart the message that 
the body parts are valuable only when the wild animals are alive and not, when they are 
dead.  This will eventually discourage the illegal trade in animal parts.”  
 
We hope this action will have got that message across. 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-asia-39996672 

 

Changuita, the Chilean Otter  
(Photo: Chinchimen) 
This week we heard from Rinaldo Verdi, from 
Chinchimen, in Chile.  They have been caring 
for a marine otter or seacat called Changuita, 
and he sent us a link to a video showing her 
progress - 
https://www.facebook.com/Chinchim%C3%A9n-
1411019442496474/   

 
Here is what he told us:  “She is getting big 
and healthy every day, also she does not have 
any more stomach issues! That was a great 

Examples of otter skins confiscated 
from illegal trade (CIC) 

http://www.otter.org/
https://www.justgiving.com/campaigns/charity/iosf/worldotterdayraffle
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-asia-39996672
https://www.facebook.com/Chinchim%C3%A9n-1411019442496474/
https://www.facebook.com/Chinchim%C3%A9n-1411019442496474/
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concern for us in the past. We see that every day she gets better in diving, swimming 
and hiking through rocks. So everything is moving forward very well.  We are using the 
funds you sent to buy fresh fish and to build a better home for Changuita.”  
 
If you would like to help support Changuita you can send a cheque marked 
"Chile" on the back or make a donation online at www.ottershop.co.uk, putting Chile 
in the message box.  
 

Otter, Journal of the International Otter Survival Fund 
We are delighted to announce that IOSF's scientific journal 
"OTTER, the Journal of the International Otter Survival 
Fund" is now available both in print and digitally.  It 
contains a broad spectrum of contributions from all over 
the world covering all aspects of otter biology, behaviour, 
ecology and conservation, including information and 
reports on the work of IOSF.   
 
There are papers and reports from Nepal, China, 
Tanzania, Iraq and Scotland and an updated report on the 
illegal trade in otters.  The contribution from Iraq includes 
the first photographic evidence of Maxwell’s otter (a sub-
species of the smooth-coated otter, Lutrogale perspicillata 
maxwelli) which was taken in March 2017, and a rare 
photo of a Eurasian otter taken in the north near Mosul in 
January 2017. 

 
So go to the Otter Shop to order your copy. 
 

News from the Hospital 
At the beginning of the month it was cold and wet and now it is hot and dry.  We have 
even had to carry buckets of water up to the croft pen for Ganga, but it is a big 

improvement to the swamp!  She has left her 
nice sleeping box and made herself a holt 
underneath it, which she has lined with grass 
from the enclosure – nice natural behaviour.   
 
Meanwhile Noelle and Sofi (below) have moved 
to a bigger enclosure with a natural pool, which 
is so 
much 
nicer for 
them – 
but we 

also have to put the hose on there to keep it full. 
That creates a lot of interest, particularly for Sofi 
who likes to play under the jet of water. 
 
Catching them for the move wasn’t easy but once 
there they explored their new home and then 
settled down together in a corner to relax and 

http://www.otter.org/
http://www.ottershop.co.uk/
http://www.ottershop.co.uk/
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groom. Here you can see Noelle hiding underneath Sofi, who has always been more 
adventurous.  
 

If you would like to support our cubs in the Sanctuary you can send a cheque 
marked "Hospital" on the back or make a donation online at www.ottershop.co.uk 

 

Some Sad News  
You will be sad to hear about the death of two otters, which we have been supporting 
for some time. 

Nessie (left - photo: James Clarke) was an Asian small clawed 
otter in Indonesia who was hand-reared by Ruth 
Davidson, originally from Inverness.  He was about seven 
or eight years old and died after a short illness at 
Cikananga Wildlife Centre on Java.   He had moved there 
so that he could be with other otters as this species is very 
social.  
 
Naturally Ruth is very upset by the news as she had kept 
in close contact with the centre when she left Indonesia a 
few years ago.  

 

Pursat (below – photo: Nick Marx) was the only hairy-nosed otter in captivity and he was 
cared for at the Phnom Tamao Wildlife Rescue Centre outside of Phnom Penh, 
Cambodia.  When he first arrived in late 2010 he had several serious bouts of illness 
with symptoms like distemper.  He was not expected to survive, but gradually he began 
to improve.  After this illness, Wildlife Alliance always ensured that he only got clean 
water for his pool, brought daily from Phnom Penh (about 40 miles away) and live fish to 
eat, to ensure that the water and food quality was as good as possible.  Recently he 
had been ill again and recovered – but then he had a relapse and died. 
  

Nick Marx, who has worked at Phnom 
Tamao for 16 years, running Wildlife 
Alliance Rescue, Care and Release 
programs, gave the sad news:  “Working 
with animals you have to say goodbye too 
often and it never gets easier. We are all 
deeply saddened by the loss of our very 
special Hairy-Nosed Otter, Pursat, who 
passed away quietly last week. He was the 
oldest surviving member of his species in 
captivity, aged about 12 years old. His 
sweet and playful nature will always be 
fondly remembered.” 

  
That is a good age for an otter and especially for a hairy-nosed but of course we know 
so little about them. Nick and his team are the only people who have ever managed to 
look after one for more than a very short time.  And they continue with their good work 
at Phnom Tamao, where they are currently caring for a very sick baby pangolin and an 
Asian small-clawed otter.  
 

http://www.otter.org/
http://www.ottershop.co.uk/
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As Nick says, it is never easy to say goodbye but Ruth and Nick both know that their 
otters were well cared for and that they also made a wider contribution through creating 
awareness of otters.   
  

And Some Really Good News (Photos: Geranda Olsthoorn) 
In July of last year our friend, Geranda Olsthoorn in Germany, phoned for some advice 
on a thin cub she had received, which she called Otmar.  In August she received a 

second cub, called Davie, but he was 
showing some very worrying distemper-
like symptoms.  Fortunately tests 
revealed that it wasn’t this serious 
disease but possibly some other sort of 
respiratory infection.  Davie recovered 
fully and so was introduced to Otmar. 

On 18 May we received the wonderful 
news from Geranda that the two otters are 
back in the wild.  The release site was 
carefully chosen and is a beautiful lake 
with no fisheries and little human activity.  
Apparently Otmar left the release box 
straight away but Davie was a little more 
reluctant and needed a bit of encouragement.  A local forester has promised to keep an 
eye on them and will provide fish to get them going – he is delighted with his new 
neighbours. 
 
Two days after release Höfener, the forester, gave an update - both were well and 
together. playing/hunting in the lake and seen on the wildcam on the release site. 
 
So we wish Otmar and Davie good luck for their life’s adventures. 
 
 

Friendly Otters? 
There has been much coverage in the media about an otter chasing a man in the 
Scottish borders.  He had stopped his car when he saw the otter in the road, but when 
he approached it the animal went to bite his foot and he eventually ran back to his car 
with the otter in hot pursuit.  An example of the coverage can be found at 
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-4510590/Man-s-bizarre-encounter-friendly-otter.html. 

 
The news was published in newspapers from as far afield as New York and Australia 
and it certainly isn’t good news for otters.  Some articles suggested that this was 
“hilarious” but this sort of event makes otters look dangerous as it appears to be 
attacking.  Of course, otters will bite, but they are far more likely to hide or run away if 
they are approached, which is normal behaviour for a wild animal.  
 

http://www.otter.org/
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-4510590/Man-s-bizarre-encounter-friendly-otter.html
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We received a phone call about this otter but because of the distance from Skye we 
suggested that it would be best to contact the SSPCA who could send one of their 
inspectors quickly. Unfortunately before this happened the animal was killed on the 
road. 
 
This is a very sad story. 
 
Tests were carried out on the otter and they proved negative for rabies.  We cannot be 
certain of the reason it was behaving like this, but it is very possible that it was reared 
by someone who let it become tame and then let it go or it escaped. It clearly was not 
afraid of people and probably associated them with food. 
 

We are always very worried when people 
bring up otters with domestic animals, in the 
house or have a lot of interaction with them. 
An otter which is tame should never be 
released as they cannot survive.  They can 
be a danger to people who may get bitten or 
they may be at risk themselves from people 
who don't like otters.   Also if a tame otter is 
released and poses a threat to people, then 
this is potentially putting all otters at risk as 
people come to regard them as aggressive 
and dangerous. 

 
This is the reason why we do not have visitors to our otter hospital and we thank you all 
for understanding this. 
 
And yet another media item described how an old man in Finland became “friends” with 
a wild otter – the article calls it a “sea otter” but it is clearly a Eurasian otter as there are 
no sea otters in Finland! 
 
Apparently in 2011 Seppo Laamanen found an otter which appeared to be having 
difficulty feeding itself in the harsh winter of eastern Finland.  So Seppo began to give it 
some food and he named the otter Livari.  Since then Livari has been visiting Seppo at 
his home but he will not let any other humans near him. 
 
So this then is a totally different situation.  The otter has become used to this one man 
who has helped him when he needed it and he is repaying this with his regular visits.  
He knows Seppo will feed him but he doesn’t associate ALL people with food, and so he 
poses no danger to anyone. 
http://www.americanow.com/story/animal-rights/2017/05/25/elderly-man-has-unlikely-friendship-
sea-otter-video  
 

Reward Offered for Information about Snared Otter 
Fur-Bearers, a Vancouver-based anti-cruelty organisation, have offered a reward of 
$1,000 for information on the person responsible for snaring a river otter.  The adult 
female otter was found with the wire cutting deep into her neck by members of the 
Squamish Neighbourhood Animal Partnership and Protection Society near Ambleside 
Pier – they believe the snare may have been there for up to two weeks.  She is currently 
being treated and it is hoped that she can eventually be released. 

©Rory McPherson, Lockerbie 

http://www.otter.org/
http://www.americanow.com/story/animal-rights/2017/05/25/elderly-man-has-unlikely-friendship-sea-otter-video
http://www.americanow.com/story/animal-rights/2017/05/25/elderly-man-has-unlikely-friendship-sea-otter-video
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It is possible that the snare was set for a legal purpose, but out of season, and so the 
action is being treated as illegal.  However, it is ironic that thousands of otters are killed 
legally each year in Canada and the only crime in this situation is that it appears to be 
out of season! 
 
Anyone with information is asked to contact the B.C. Conservation Officers Service 
http://bc.ctvnews.ca/reward-offered-after-wounded-otter-found-snared-in-west-van-1.3426117 

 
Singapore Otters Have Fun! 
We have mentioned the otters in Singapore many times, but recently a video was 
posted showing an otter sliding on its back on a floating platform being erected for the 
country’s national day (http://mothership.sg/2017/05/bishan-otters-gatecrash-national-day-prep-

at-marina-bay-floating-platform/).  Clearly the otters are not disturbed by the construction 
work and are using the facilities for their own pleasure. 
 
There are actually two groups of otters – the Marina otters and the Bishan otters, who 
forced the Marina group to move on to a new territory upstream in the Singapore river. 
 
But the news is not all good for the otters.  The local group OtterWatch found that the 
holt being used by the Marina otters had been deliberately blocked with a rock and a 
broken paving slab.  Most people seem to be happy to have the otters but clearly some 
people are not.  The holt entrance has been cleared and investigations are going on to 
find the person responsible. 
http://mothership.sg/2017/05/entrance-to-marina-otter-familys-den-found-blocked-by-footpath-
slab-and-rock/ 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Otters in Malaysia 
The Malaysian “Star Online” recently published a letter “Otters mean healthy 
ecosystem” by SM Mohd Idris, President of Sahabat Alam Malaysia (SAM).  In the letter 
he reports that smooth-coated otters are often reported in Penang and a family group of 
10 otters have been living in the Sungai Pinang since 2015.  This river was highly 
polluted but the return of the otters means that fish have also returned and the habitat 
has clearly improved. 

Otters in Malaysia still face problems of course, from drowning in fish traps and nets, 
pollution, roads, and loss of habitat to development.  The seafront at Bayan Mutiara is 
being reclaimed which will affect the otters and other marine/coastal life so SAM are 
urging the government to assess how such projects will impact on otters. 
 
The letter quite rightly points to the role of otters as environmental indicators:  “One of 
the things otters do better than any other marine mammal, is as an indicator of the 

Smooth-coated otter, like the Marina  
and Bishan otters, Singapore  

http://www.otter.org/
http://bc.ctvnews.ca/reward-offered-after-wounded-otter-found-snared-in-west-van-1.3426117
http://mothership.sg/2017/05/bishan-otters-gatecrash-national-day-prep-at-marina-bay-floating-platform/
http://mothership.sg/2017/05/bishan-otters-gatecrash-national-day-prep-at-marina-bay-floating-platform/
http://mothership.sg/2017/05/entrance-to-marina-otter-familys-den-found-blocked-by-footpath-slab-and-rock/
http://mothership.sg/2017/05/entrance-to-marina-otter-familys-den-found-blocked-by-footpath-slab-and-rock/
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health of the nearby shore marine ecosystem that supports them. They monitor not only 
ecosystem health, but also diseases and intoxicants that are harmful to human beings.” 
http://www.thestar.com.my/opinion/letters/2017/04/26/otters-mean-healthy-ecosystem/  
 

Swiss Post Office Makes a Gaff 
Otters disappeared from Switzerland in the 20th century but they have recently been 
making a comeback with sightings in a few different parts of the country.  They were 
officially declared extinct in 1989, although they were legally protected in 1952 and 
despite attempts at reintroductions.  The return seems to be the natural spread from 
neighbouring countries.  
 
So in March the Swiss Post Office decided to include them in a stamp set of baby 
animals featuring species which are returning to the country, along with lynx, bear and 
wolf. 
 
The only problem is that they used a picture of an Asian small-clawed otter instead of 
the otter native to Europe, the Eurasian otter! 
 
Although the Swiss otter association, Pro Lutra, pointed this out to the Post Office they 
have just apologised for the error and insist that the wrong illustration will continue in 
use until the end of the stamp edition in March 2018.   
 
We often see the Asian small-clawed otter used to illustrate articles in the media even in 
this country, but it seems ridiculous that when the mistake is pointed out that they will 
not correct it, even though the edition will be in use for a year!   
https://www.swissinfo.ch/eng/society/post-delivers--wrong--otter-on-stamp-set/43167716 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Firefighters Come to the Rescue Of Otters 
There were two articles recently about firefighters coming to the rescue of otters. 
 
In Spanish Wells in Florida, local residents heard crying from a storm drain and 
contacted the Bonita Springs firefighters.  Three baby river otters were found trapped 
under debris while their mother swam anxiously in a nearby pond.  The firefighters 
rescued the cubs and reunited them with their mother.  According to the report “They 
celebrated with a long roll in the dirt.” 
http://wfla.com/2017/04/19/firefighters-rescue-otter-babies-stuck-in-bonita-springs-storm-drain/ 

 
And in Canada, fire crews at Nicolls Island, Ottawa, saved an otter which had become 
trapped in an undertow near the locks on the Rideau River.  According to the firefighters 
“With the waters being up high, there was some type of eddy or whirlpool kind of effect 
that was taking place that the otter couldn't get itself out of. The animal was in distress.”  
They managed to scoop the otter out of the water and then released it safely on land.  
http://www.ottawasun.com/2017/04/15/fire-crews-rescue-otter-from-dam-distress-2 

 
Two happy outcomes, so thanks to all involved. 

Photos: Lee Matthews and S Zankl 

Asian small-clawed otter Eurasian otter 

http://www.otter.org/
http://www.thestar.com.my/opinion/letters/2017/04/26/otters-mean-healthy-ecosystem/
https://www.swissinfo.ch/eng/society/post-delivers--wrong--otter-on-stamp-set/43167716
http://wfla.com/2017/04/19/firefighters-rescue-otter-babies-stuck-in-bonita-springs-storm-drain/
http://www.ottawasun.com/2017/04/15/fire-crews-rescue-otter-from-dam-distress-2
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Otter Spotting Delights 
The Shetland times recently reported that the islands had come top in Travel 
Magazine’s list of top global wildlife experiences 
http://www.shetnews.co.uk/newsbites/14407-otter-spotting-tops-magazine-list-of-wildlife-

experiences).  Apparently they even beat activities like wolf tracking in Wyoming, 
swimming with sharks in Australia, killer whales in Norway, polar bear safaris in Canada 
and feeding hyenas in Ethiopia.  Shetland Nature, run by local guide and IOSF 
supporter, Brydon Thomason, is especially recommended. 
 
Of course Shetland is good for otter 
watching, but being based on Skye we 
know that otter watching on our island is 
equally good.  After all you can’t beat a 
view of otters with a backdrop of the Cuillin 
Hills!  
 
So if you fancy an otter watching day with 
us on Skye you can find more information 
at: 
http://www.otter.org/Public/Events_OtterWatchingDays.aspx  

 
 

Product of the Month - Otter Shop (on Twitter @otter_shop and Facebook) 
Where all profits go to help otters 
 

June brings Father’s Day, and an ideal gift, we think you  
will agree, is our otter adoption gift box for Dad, which  
includes “A Romp of Otters” note book and matching  
coaster from Perkins & Morley  
 
www.ottershop.co.uk  
 
 

   The Big Five     
Five unique sponsored walks around the UK, all raising money to help protect our 
planet's wildlife 
 
We all know walking is good for you and we all know we should get out and walk 
more.  So how about taking up that advice and doing something rewarding this 
year?  Join one of these unique sponsored walks and raise money for the International 
Otter Survival Fund. 
 
The Sussex South Downs                      Sun 25th June 
Snowdonia National Park                       Sun 16th July 
Yorkshire 3-Peaks                                  Sat 26th - Sun 27th Aug 
London's Richmond Park & 
Wimbledon Common                              Sun 10th Sept 
New Forest, Hampshire                          Sat/Sun 28/29th Oct 
 

http://www.otter.org/
http://www.walking4wildlife.com/
http://www.shetnews.co.uk/newsbites/14407-otter-spotting-tops-magazine-list-of-wildlife-experiences
http://www.shetnews.co.uk/newsbites/14407-otter-spotting-tops-magazine-list-of-wildlife-experiences
http://www.otter.org/Public/Events_OtterWatchingDays.aspx
http://www.ottershop.co.uk/
http://www.ottershop.co.uk/
http://www.ottershop.co.uk/
http://www.walking4wildlife.com/
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You can follow us on: 

 
 
 

     
Annual Supporters’ Rates 
UK and EEC Countries: Adult:  £24.00 per year 
    Child:  £13.00 per year 
    Family:  £34.00 per year 
 
All other countries:  Adult:  £30.00 per year 

Child:  £15.00 per year 
Family:  £40.00 per year 

Life Membership (all countries):  £350.00 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Make 2017 a year to remember.  Check out the 'Big 5 Walks' and take up the challenge! 

 

Find out more at: http://www.walking4wildlife.com/big-5-walks 
 

Thanks 
Thank you everyone who has kindly donated over the past month, including 
Wolfgang Gettmann and Nemo.  Your support helps us to continue our 
work in otter conservation.  

 

Discover Ways You Can Help  

 
There are many ways in which you can 
raise money and awareness to help the 
otters in our Fundraising Pack or find out 
what some of our supporters have done 
over the years in the online newsletters.  
 

 International Otter Survival Fund 
7 Black Park 

Broadford 
Isle of Skye   IV49 9DE 

Scotland 
 

Email: enquiries@otter.org 
Tel/Fax: ++(0)1471 822487 

Join our IOSF mailing list.  Click on this link: 
http://tinyurl.com/p3lrsmx 

 
www.otter.org 

 
 

The International Otter Survival Fund 
Working to Save the Worlds Otters 

Have you enjoyed reading this  
e-newsletter?  Then please forward it to 
someone else and spread the word. 

 

If you are reading this for the first time and 
would like to receive all IOSF mailings, click 
here to sign up.   Please be assured that we 
will never pass on your details to any other 
party and you will only ever receive emails 
from us. 

 

Increase the value 

of your gift to IOSF: 
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