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Changuita soon after her arrival 

Changuita catching crab 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Good News from Chile and Changuita (Images ©Chinchimén) 
It was recently announced that the Chilean government has rejected plans for a billion-
dollar mining project which would have extracted millions of tonnes of iron and created a 
new port in northern Coquimbo.  And what is 
even better news is that the reason is to 
protect the wildlife, which includes the marine 
otter or seacat (Lontra felina).  As well as the 
otters, the area has blue and fin whales and 
is close to Chile's Humboldt Penguin Reserve 
which is home to 80% of the world's 
Humboldt penguins.  The encouraging 
comment from the Environment Minister 
Marcelo Mena was: "I firmly believe in 
development, but it cannot be at the cost of 
our environmental heritage or cause risk to 
health, or to unique ecological areas in the world."  There can be an appeal but we hope 
the government will hold firm.  http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-latin-america-41007462  
 
This follows a fine of more than $16m for environmental offences by the world’s largest 
gold mining company, Barrick Gold Corporation.  This was because they had no system 
to contain contaminated water and the mine cannot go into operation until these issues 
are solved.  Apparently some people believe it isn’t enough but it is good to see 
governments standing up to these big corporations to protect the environment and our 
wildlife.  http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-latin-america-22663432  
 
The protection for the penguin reserve is also very important for Changuita, the marine 
otter being cared for by Chinchimén at their centre in Maitencillo.  She arrived at the end 
of January after being found during a port inspection at Caldera and was transferred to 
the care of Rinaldo Verdi and his team.       

 
She is now about eight months old and, 
as you can see, she has grown a lot from 
the tiny scrap being bottle fed!  They 
regularly take her to the coast so that 
she can get used to diving and swimming 
amongst the rocks and learn to hunt for 
herself.  She has even encountered a 
wild marine otter and seems at ease with 
it so she is also learning wild otter 
behaviour.  Chinchimén regularly posts 
photos and videos of her including her 
excursions to the coast on Facebook at 

https://www.facebook.com/Chinchim%C3%A9n-1411019442496474/ 
 
In a recent email, Rinaldo told us that when the time comes they plan to release 
Changuita on Chañaral Island, the same national nature reserve for the Humboldt 
penguins.  So the action by the government is also great news for her. 

e-Update 81, September 2017 
 

Join our IOSF mailing list and receive our newsletters - Click on 
this link: http://tinyurl.com/p3lrsmx 
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American Trapping Issues Again 
We have written about the issue of otter trapping many times.  We have been criticised 
for our numbers which we gave as about 40,000 otters killed per year – these figures 
were obtained by looking at the official figures on the websites of the Department of 
Fish and Wildlife Services for all states.  We were indeed wrong – figures given by 
CITES put the number HIGHER at 50,000. 
 
Recently a few states have been debating trapping: 
 
North Dakota:  In July it was announced that the ban on otter trapping may be lifted.  
The authorities say that because the waterways are now much cleaner there are 
“plenty” of otters to allow trapping.  They also want people who “accidentally” trap an 
otter to keep them, but only one 
per season.  According to the 
department about 15 otters are 
trapped by accident each year 
and at present they must be 
submitted to the department. 
 
Doug Leier is a biologist with the 
Game and Fish Department and 
he said "We're actually kind of 
excited about this because this is 
something that we have been 
looking at for quite a long time, 
having a legal otter season in 
North Dakota." To us at IOSF that is an incredible statement – otters have been 
reintroduced to North Dakota and this statement makes us question why the 
reintroduction actually took place.   
http://www.wday.com/news/4304156-otter-trapping-ban-may-be-lifted-nd  

 
Tennessee:  As in so many states, otters disappeared from most of the state and the 
Tennessee Wildlife Resources Agency (TWRA) began a reintroduction programme in 
1984.  In 1999 river otters were taken off the Endangered Species List and trapping is 
allowed once more.  TWRA acknowledge that they do not keep track of the otter 
population numbers in East Tennessee, but they said “they are common across the 
area”.  Is this science?   
http://www.knoxnews.com/story/news/local/tennessee/2017/07/29/otters-knoxville-third-
creek/517463001/  

 
Vermont:  Otter trapping in Vermont became quite controversial when proposals were 
put forward for an extension to the season following a petition to the Fish and Wildlife 
Board in October 2015.   The issue generated “hundreds and hundreds of emails” to the 
Fish and Wildlife Department from both those for and against the proposals.  One fur-
bearer biologist said “People can be sentimental about trapping without thinking about 
what is best for the species.  Part of what trapping does is keep these animals wild, so 
people can value them as wildlife species and not as vermin.” 
 
The proposals mean that the season for beavers and otters will be the same whereas at 
present trappers must alter their traps to allow otters to go through for the last month of 
the beaver season.  It is said that sometimes this means a beaver drowns rather than 
having its neck broken in the trap, but the department say the modified traps rarely 
malfunction.  It is also argued that this would mean trappers who catch otters by 
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North American River Otter – the hunting of this 
beautiful animal has been described as “a minor issue” 
© Marianne Hale (San Francisco Zoo) 
 

accident in March can keep them – according to their own figures the number of these 
“accidental” catches is 0-1!!!  So these two arguments are hardly justification for 
extending the season. 
 
The department gives otter numbers as 2,500-3,000 and say that increased trapping 
would have minimal effect on the population status.  From 2000-2008 an average of 151 
otters were trapped and this rose to an average of 178 since then. 
 
Protect Our Wildlife (POW) have been very active in campaigning against the proposals 
and questioned the reliability of the data.  They also point out that by March females 
may well be pregnant or have newborn cubs. 
 
A poll carried out this year by UVM’s Centre for Rural Studies asked people how they 
feel about the use of steel leg-hold traps, body crushing traps and drowning traps to kill 

wildlife.  75% of people responded 
that the use of these cruel traps 
should be banned completely.  
Only 3 in every 2000 people in 
Vermont is a trapper. 
 
The vote was postponed but in the 
end the decision went to extend 
the season by a majority of 4-3.  
One senator regarded it as a 
“waste of time” to be discussing 
such a minor issue! 
 
POW questioned the decision and 
in the end the Department 
admitted that it was made solely 
on “anecdotal information from 
trappers”!!  As POW say, all 

stakeholders, including those who care for wildlife, should be consulted.          
https://www.thedodo.com/river-otter-trapping-vermont-2360803885.html  
http://www.rutlandherald.com/articles/dont-extend-otter-trapping/ 
https://vtdigger.org/2017/08/22/lawmakers-narrowly-ok-extension-otter-trapping-
season/#.WZ7KoGiQy1s 
http://www.rutlandherald.com/articles/flimsy-excuse-for-otter-rule/ 

 
West Virginia:  40 years ago otters were almost extinct because of habitat loss and 
unregulated trapping but following a reintroduction programme starting in the 1980s 
they are now found in almost every county. So since 2011 they have been trapping 
them again!  In that first year they were only allowed one otter per year and 206 were 
killed.  Currently numbers are between 100 and 200 per year but trappers want an 
increase in the quota.  However, more data is needed on survival and reproduction 
rates to allow an increase in the limit to two otters.  This information is gathered from 
carcasses from trappers but very few are submitted.  To be honest though, we do 
wonder how does the carcass of an otter which has been killed by trapping give ANY 
information on survival? 
http://www.wvgazettemail.com/outdoors/20170729/comeback-of-the-river-otter-is-a-wildlife-
success-story-dnr-says 

 
Wisconsin:  In June, provisional figures were published showing that trappers had 
“harvested” 1,474 river otters for the 2016-2017 season.  In 2009, the quota was set at 
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700 but this is set each year.  Trappers must report each otter they catch within 24 
hours and carcasses are collected every three years to monitor population status and 
trends.  According to officials otters are “well-established” throughout the state. 
http://lacrossetribune.com/river-otter-fisher-harvest-information-released/article_0415c27f-09a0-
5379-8f2d-df19521c08fc.html 

 
Comments:  The arguments supporting trapping always hang on the fact that there are 
“plenty”.  In some cases mentioned here figures have been quoted, but whenever we 
have approached the various departments we are told that there are no exact figures.  
Whilst we would always come out against the killing of otters by any means, any 
argument of “sustainability” relies on good data.  Figures are available for the minimum 
numbers being taken, although of course there will be more which aren’t recorded.  
However, if the number killed is to be sustainable you have to know how many you 
have.  IOSF will continue to campaign to stop otter trapping. 

 
Wildlife Groups Win Challenge to Wildlife Services Killings 
In addition to the trapping mentioned above, Wildlife Services, a part of the US 
Department of Agriculture, works with various states, counties and municipalities to get 
rid of “unwanted” wildlife, which usually means killing.  This includes river otters. 
 
The most recent figures available for the number of animals killed is 2014 and this 
shows that for that year Wildlife Services killed more than 2.7 million animals 
nationwide.   If we look at otters alone the figures are: 
 

 States Involved Killed/Euthanised Freed/Released/Relocated Dispersed 

Intentional 18 64 1 60 

Unintentional 33 390 13  

Table G. Animals Taken by Wildlife Services - FY 2014 
Otters, River 
 
That is a total of 579 otters “dealt with” by Fish and Wildlife and there is no indication 
what “Dispersed” actually means. 
 
Wildlife Services use various indiscriminate methods of killing, like poison and traps, 
and of course this not only causes painful deaths for the “target species” but can also 
catch other animals, both wildlife and domestic.   
 
Recently a coalition of wildlife protection groups challenged this in Monterey County 
and, in a major success for wildlife conservation, Superior Court Judge Lydia Villarreal 
found in their favour.  The Animal Legal Defense Fund has a history of challenging such 
policies by Wildlife Services, and in this action they said that Monterey County did not 
analyse the environmental impacts of their agreement with Wildlife Services and did not 
have a California Environmental Quality Act exemption.  The judge ruled that “the 
County abused its discretion by determining that CEQA review procedures did not 
apply”.  The court also found “no evidence to support the county’s contention that killing 
hundreds, perhaps even thousands, of animals would not result in significant 
environmental changes. To the contrary, the program most likely does impact the 
ecosystem and will continue to do so as long as it is in place.” 
 
This decision is not only a winning situation for Monterey but it acts as a precedent for 
other counties where this legal killing goes on using tax-payers’ money.  The Animal 
Legal Defense Fund will now challenge other jurisdictions in the same way. 
http://aldf.org/blog/big-win-battle-wildlife-services-tax-funded-killing/  
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Public Awareness Campaign for Iraqi Otters 
We are delighted to say that there is a major public awareness campaign going on in 
Iraq through the combined efforts of the Iraqi Ministry of Health and Environment 
(IMoHE) and Iraqi Green Climate Organization (IGCO).  The campaign is studying and 
identifying hot spots for both species of otter in Iraq (Maxwell’s otter and the Eurasian 
otter) so as to reduce human disturbance. 
 
They are also working with local hunters and fishermen to reduce conflict and hunting.  
For the first time in the Hawizeh Marshes, a meeting was held with the Marsh Arabs, 
who were shown how to identify the two species of otters.  A specific leaflet highlighting 
the main identification points of both otter species was distributed among them.  

 
They were told that 
these endangered 
species are part of the 
national wealth and 
therefore their 
conservation is very 
important.  Through this 
work the conservation 
team hope to see a 
significant improvement 
in the attitude of Marsh 
Arabs toward the 
endemic and 
endangered fauna of 
the Marshes. 
 

IGCO is grateful to the great support granted by her Excellency Dr. Adela Hamoud (Iraqi 
Minister of Health and Environment), Dr. Jassim Al-Falahi (Technical Deputy Minister) 
and the senior engineer, Ms. Shatha Kadhim (General Director of the Technical 
directory in the IMoHE). 
 
You can read more about the work of the Iraqi Green Climate Organization and see 
video of their meetings with the Marsh Arabs on their Facebook page. 
http://iraqigreenclimate.org 
 

New Education Poster for Africa 
William Mgomo and Carol Benetto 
have worked together to produce a 
great educational poster for Africa.  
The illustration shows the Swahili 
version but it is also available in 
English and French version for use in 
other African countries. 
 
The text points out how important it is 
to look after otters as they are an 
ambassador to a healthy environment.  
It also shows the threats from 
deforestation, killing for bushmeat and 
traditional medicine, pollution and 
conflict with fishermen and fish farmers. 
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©KISTOC 

Asian small-clawed otter  
©Reza Lubis 

William plans to use them in his education work at Liparamba, Tanzania, but they will 
also be on the Resources page of our website for people to download. 

 
Kenyan Teacher Training Workshop 
Last month a workshop was organised by KISTOC (Kisumu Science Teachers Otters 
Conservation Development Group) to train more teachers to extend work along Lake 
Victoria.  KISTOC started in 2004 as a non-profit organisation and has a membership of 
26 science teachers from various schools in the area. They work with local 
communities, tour guides, NGOs and schools creating awareness and doing practical 

conservation by restoring the 
bankside vegetation of Lake Victoria.   
 
Our friend, Peter Nyamenya told us 
that there was “A very great turn-out 
of teachers who were very cheerful 
and enthusiastic with a good 
balance of men and women.” 
 
The next phase is to carry out more 
school visits and practical 
conservation on Lake Victoria with 
this newly expanded team of 
teachers. 

We are grateful to the Lush Charity Pot for helping to fund these educational 
projects in Tanzania and Kenya. 
 
Another Threat to Otters from the Pet Trade 
As you know, IOSF is very worried about the threat to wild otter populations from the 
increase in the pet trade and now recent developments in Japan are posing an extra 
risk.   
 
We were obviously very excited by the news that a wild otter had been seen in Japan 
for the first time in 38 years, as we reported in last month’s e-update.  The Japanese 
have always loved otters and they are an important part of the culture and so this 
discovery was welcomed by the nation. 
 
However, Japan also likes to have unusual cafés and a new one has opened in the 

trendy Harajuku district of Tokyo, after the owner 
realised that with all this news about otters, people 
would want to see them.  So he is offering the 
customers the opportunity to handle or touch three 
Asian small-clawed otters, one male and two 
females.  There are other animals at the café, 
including chinchillas and hedgehogs, which can also 
be bought as pets, although the otters are not for 
sale. 
 
We are told that customers can only interact with 
the animals after staff have given them some 

instructions and that it also depends on the animal’s mood, as if they get too excited 
they can bite.  We are also assured that the animals have all been legally bred and 
purchased. 
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Noelle watching out for an opportunity 
to steal fish from Sofi 

Sofi… “Give me fish!” 

Apparently the visitors are not just Japanese and many foreign tourists also want to 
touch the otters.  The café is open from 11 am to 7 pm every day and people pay 
1,500 yen (about £10/US$13) for a half hour visit, paying extra for animal snacks. 
 
Asian small-clawed otters are social animals and this is what makes them popular as 
pets. People like Wolfgang Gettmann and Daphne Neville have many, many years of 
experience with these animals, which have been rescued, and their otters do a great 
job as ambassadors for all otters.  But in general otters do not make good pets - they 
can bite and do smell, and if not kept properly they will die. 
 
It could be argued that if the café points out the potential problems of owning an otter 
and how important it is to care for them properly, then maybe only people who are 
willing to commit to this responsibility will take them on.  But do we really believe this 
will happen?  How many times do we hear about animals which are relatively easy to 
look after, such as cats and dogs, being neglected?  We all know that otters are 
unbelievably “cute”, especially when young, and if someone puts this little thing in 
their arms many people will want their own.   
 
Already we have heard of at least one other café in Kobe where an otter can be 
handled.  Another major problem is that we don’t know where the otters have come 
from.   Yes, the Tokyo café owner says he has got his legally but as demand for pets 
goes up the illegal trade will step up and more animals will be taken from the wild, 
after the mothers are killed.  If the otters in the café start to bite will they simply 
replace it with another one, or more? 
 
A petition has been set up on Care2 (https://www.thepetitionsite.com/777/271/484/stop-

otter-cubs-from-being-used-as-a-tourist-attraction/) and we would ask you to sign it and 
pass it on. 
 
We will also be contacting our friends in Japan to see what can be done.  It is 
wonderful to know that there is even a small population in the south of the country and 
this should be used to encourage people to care for otters, but not to want their very 
own otter pet, particularly at the expense of otters living in the wild. 

 
News from the Hospital 
To be honest, there is little new to say about Sofi 

and Noelle as they 
are both doing very 
well.   
 
Sofi is a real climber 
so it is good that her 
enclosure is roofed!  
She always appears 
first for food while 
Noelle watches 
carefully from their 
box and then runs 
out to grab the fish.  
There is always a 
lot of squeaking until Noelle makes off with her prize 
and Sofi comes back for another. 
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©Rita Chapman 

 
The heron has finally been released and this time the release 
was successful!  It is in a very popular area for herons which 
has a lot of small pools to hunt in and no trees close by to fall 
out of.  
 

If you would like to support our cubs in the Sanctuary you 
can send a cheque marked "Hospital" on the back or make 
a donation online at www.ottershop.co.uk 

 
 

 
Team Otter 
IOSF’s children’s artwork competition is drawing 
to a close. You have until Friday October 6th to 
get your entries sent to ben@otter.org or posted  
to 7 Black Park, Broadford, Isle of Skye, 
SCOTLAND, IV49 9DE. 
 
So get your pen and paper out and draw 
something ottery. Ben and the rest of the IOSF 
team are excited to see what you create! 

 
News in Brief 
Cheshire otter turns out to be runaway! 
On 10 August an otter was recorded on video running around Cheshire Oaks and it 
caused great excitement. However when you looked at the video you could see that it 
wasn’t one of our native Eurasian otters but an Asian small-clawed 
(http://www.chesterchronicle.co.uk/news/chester-cheshire-news/blue-planet-aquarium-appeals-
help-13465894). 

 
In fact, it turned out to be Cho, a female Asian small-clawed otter who had escaped 
from Ellesmere Port’s Blue Planet Aquarium.  The Aquarium put out an appeal to find 
her and she was eventually returned to her family (Brian and baby Connie) in their 
enclosure.  The strange thing is that the Police received reports of three otters on the 
run – Blue Planet neither confirmed nor denied these reports but said that all three 
otters were now present on their premises. 
 
Valencia Otter Project 
It is not common to find a positive collaboration between the government, a private 
company and a conservation organisation, but in Spain this is exactly what is being 
done through the Nutria Project (Otter Project) in the area of Valencia.  The Generalitat 
(government), the Aguas de Valencia Foundation (company) and the LIMNE 
Foundation (conservation organisation) are working together over the next three years 
to help the recovery of otters in their area.  It will begin in Valencia and then extend to 
other areas of Albacete, Cuenca, Tarragona and Teruel. 
 
It is a very positive step to see organisations from such different backgrounds coming 
together to help wildlife and the environment. 
http://www.compromisorse.com/rse/2017/08/28/la-generalitat-valenciana-lanza-un-proyecto-de-
proteccion-de-la-nutria/  
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All wrapped up 
©Beth Savidge 

Smooth coated otters in India  
©Dr Bivash Pandav 

 
Sea otter blankets? 
There were some wonderful photos in the 
media recently of a sea otter wrapped up in his 
“blanket” of seaweed.  The photos were taken 
by Beth Savidge at Moss Landing, California, a 
popular area to see sea otters. 
http://metro.co.uk/2017/09/11/this-otter-has-made-
his-own-blanket-all-ready-for-winter-6918952/ 

 
 
 
 
Otters return to the Cuyahoga Valley National Park  
The return of river otters to Beaver Marsh in the Cuyahoga Valley National Park in 
north-east Ohio is being hailed as an indication of the success of cleaning the 
environment.  As in so many American states otters disappeared largely due to hunting 
and changes in habitat, but in Ohio it started early in the 1900s.  The state Division of 
Wildlife carried out a relocation project in Ohio in the 1980s transferring 123 river otters 
from Louisiana and Arkansas but they were not recorded in the park until 2013. 
http://www.news5cleveland.com/news/local-news/oh-cuyahoga/theyre-back-river-otters-return-to-
the-cuyahoga-valley-national-park 

 
Smooth-coated otters… a new enemy of fish farmers?  
Numbers of smooth-coated otters in the Krishna Wildlife Sanctuary, eastern India, 
appear to have gone up and fish farmers are not 
happy.  These fish farmers produce Vannamei 
(white-leg shrimps) and tiger prawns and they say 
that one otter can eat at least 4kg in one night.  As 
they live in a family group this can be a substantial 
loss to the fish farmer. 
 
So some fish farmers have been taking matters into 
their own hands.  In 2004-2005 wetland 
researchers reported that at least 30 otters were 
killed by farmers in Lankevennudibba, and in 2016 
there was another report of otter hunting in the 
same area. 
 
The Divisional Forest Officer (Wildlife) Saibaba said 
“We will swing into action to prevent hunting of the 
smooth-coated otter, exploring an amicable solution 
to the man-animal conflict.” 
http://www.thehindu.com/news/cities/Vijayawada/smooth-coated-otter-a-new-enemy-of-aqua-
farmers/article19520331.ece 

 
Cheeky otter helps itself from fish market 
A cheeky otter made off with about £20 worth of lemon sole after helping itself at the 
Lerwick Fish Market on Shetland.  It is apparently not uncommon to see an otter 
hanging around when the fish are being landed but it was an expensive steal!  Michael 
Cook from the wholesaler Fishbox had a positive attitude to the theft saying “We took 
the fish from the sea and the otter took it from us, so it's only fair.” 
https://stv.tv/news/north/1398487-cheeky-otter-caught-stealing-fish-from-lerwick-market/  
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Egrets 

Health of released sea otter to be monitored 
An eight-year old sea otter called Otto was taken to The Marine Mammal Center in 
Sausalito, California, after being poisoned by toxic algae.  These algae produce a 
neurotoxin called domoic acid, which can cause seizures in both marine animals and 
humans.  In fact in the winter of 2015-16 the commercial crab season was closed down 
because of the risk. 
 
In 2017 more sea otters have been found dead or dying and when they examined Otto 
they found damage to the hippocampus which effects memory and navigation.  So 
before he was released he was fitted with a transmitter which will enable him to be 
located and a “life history tag” which will monitor his health.  The life history tag will stay  
with Otto until he dies and the tag will then float to the surface, where it can be located 
to reveal the data.  It will show any seizures brought on by domoic acid and whether the 
poisoning was responsible for his death or, if he died naturally. 
 
Otto was released on Friday 22 September and hopefully his tag will not transmit for a 
long time. 
https://ww2.kqed.org/science/2017/09/13/in-bay-area-even-sea-otters-have-wearable-med/ 
http://www.ksby.com/story/36431410/otto-the-otter-returns-to-sea-after-toxic-diagnosis-rehab  
 

Life returning to the Niagara River islands 
Following a lot of effort to restore habitat on the Niagara River, life has started to return.  
Bald eagles, blue herons, egrets, osprey, cormorants, kingfishers, terns, turtles and 
even river otters are back.  The project cost US$13 million and was part of the re-
licencing agreement for the New York Power Project.  Much land was lost due to 

erosion and so new islands have been created 
to provide more natural habitat.  Some plants 
were put on to the islands but wind-borne 
seeds have brought in other species such as 
cottonwood.  In places the sediment has been 
stabilised to reduce erosion and provide cover 
for fish and frogs – food for the fish-eating birds 
and otters. 
http://buffalonews.com/2017/09/13/eagles-egrets-
osprey-making-upper-niagara-great/ 

 
Otters can learn by copying each other 
New research has shown that certain species of otter learn by copying each other.  The 
research was carried out by Zosia Ladds, while studying at Anglia Ruskin University, 
and the animals were given tasks such as extracting food treats from containers with 
screw-tops, pull-off lids or clips on the lid. 
 
Smooth-coated otters did copy each other and cubs seemed to learn six times faster by 
copying their parents.  This appears to be a question of social learning, and as Asian 
small-clawed otters also live in social groups, they were expected to act in the same 
way.  But this was not the case.  One possible reason is that Asian small-clawed otters 
take a lot of shellfish and crabs and so they don’t need to forage as a group.  Smooth-
coated otters do show group-hunting behaviour such as swimming in a V shape to help 
catch the fish. 
https://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2017/08/170830131131.htm   

 
Otters on the River Don in Sheffield 
The River Don in Sheffield was once heavily polluted with industrial waste but the first 
reports of the return of otters came in 2010, showing how much the river has improved.  
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Eurasian otter  

Eurasian beaver 

Scientists from the University of Sheffield have spent two years studying the otters and 
specially trained volunteers collected spraints along a 24km stretch of the river.  These 
were analysed for DNA to give an estimation of numbers, distribution and diet.  Camera 
traps were also used and the first video was taken in July 2016.  The DNA analysis 
showed that at least seven otters had passed through the study area during 2017, but of 
course, this does not mean they are all resident in the area. 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-england-south-yorkshire-41372240 
http://www.thestar.co.uk/our-towns-and-cities/sheffield/amazing-photos-show-otters-returning-to-
sheffield-river-once-dubbed-europe-s-most-polluted-1-8766142 
 
Have The Press Got It Wrong?!! (Illustrations ©Lyn Wells) 
We did have a good giggle in the office the other day about an article complaining about 

otters eating the fish out of someone’s pond.  We 
do have sympathy when people lose fish out of 
their ponds but equally they do have to understand 
that otters eat fish and if they don’t protect their 
fish that is what can happen.  Otters are also 
native animals with more of a right to live in this 
country than koi carp, which are from Japan and 
China. 

 
But that wasn’t the reason we found the article amusing.  There were some mistakes in 
the text but it was the photos that went with it.  We are 
used to seeing articles on our Eurasian otter illustrated 
with a sea otter or an Asian small-clawed otter.  But this 
is the first time we have seen photos of a giant otter, 
capybara and beaver used to represent a Eurasian otter!  
The photo of the giant otter was probably used as it 
makes the otter look more aggressive as it eats the fish.  
However, clearly someone hasn’t done their research as 
the rest of the article contains one photo of a capybara 
and five of a beaver, even showing the beautiful flat tail! 
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/sciencetech/article-4919614/Tony-Rennell-discovers-savage-otters-
be.html 

 
Make Us Your Favourite Charity on eBay 
Help IOSF get picked... vote us as your favourite charity on eBay during October and 

we could win up to £7000.  Just think how 
much good work that could do for otters! 
 
This October, eBay for Charity will be 
counting every time a charity is picked as a 
favourite on eBay. The charities that have 
collected the most favourites during the 
month will win prizes. So, PLEASE, pick us.  
 
Simply follow this link 
https://charity.ebay.co.uk/charity/International-

Otter-Survival-Fund/10063 to our charity page on eBay and click “Add to My favourites”. 
 
Thank you. 
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Product of the Month - Otter Shop (on Twitter 

@otter_shop and Facebook) 
Where all profits go to help otters 

Education and Research Officer, Ben Yoxon, has 
developed these exciting trading cards. The cards are 
based on all the otter species and encourage kids to 
learn about otters, as well as interacting with their friends, 
and are sure to be a big hit in the playground!   

 
Our new otter adoption gift box 
for young otter lovers is also 
now available at the Otter 
Shop. Each gift box contains one of our trading cards, as well 
as other goodies for the recipient. 
www.ottershop.co.uk  
 

 

Thank You 
We are very grateful for all of your kind donations received during September, which 
enable IOSF to continue with its work in otter conservation.  

 

You can follow us on: 

 
 
 

     
Annual Supporters’ Rates 
UK and EEC Countries:               Adult:  £24.00 per year 
    Child:  £13.00 per year 
    Family:  £34.00 per year 
 
All other countries:  Adult:  £30.00 per year 

Child:  £15.00 per year 
Family:  £40.00 per year 

Life Membership (all countries):  £350.00 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Discover Ways You Can Help  

 
There are many ways in which you can 
raise money and awareness to help the 
otters in our Fundraising Pack or find out 
what some of our supporters have done 
over the years in the online newsletters.  
 

 International Otter Survival Fund 
7 Black Park 

Broadford 
Isle of Skye   IV49 9DE 

Scotland 
 

Email: enquiries@otter.org 
Tel/Fax: ++(0)1471 822487 

Join our IOSF mailing list.  Click on this link: 
http://tinyurl.com/p3lrsmx 

 
www.otter.org 

 
 

The International Otter Survival Fund 
Working to Save the Worlds Otters 

Have you enjoyed reading this  
e-newsletter?  Then please forward it to 
someone else and spread the word. 

 

If you are reading this for the first time and 
would like to receive all IOSF mailings, click 
here to sign up.   Please be assured that we 
will never pass on your details to any other 
party and you will only ever receive emails 
from us. 

 

Increase the value 

of your gift to IOSF: 
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