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Happy New Year to You All 
 

First of all we would like to wish you all a Happy New 

Year and we hope that 2018 will be healthy and 

peaceful for you and for the otters of the world. 

 

You may have noticed that we didn’t send out the e-

update at the end of the month as we usually do.  

We have decided to send it out at the beginning of 

the following month so that we can make sure that 

it includes all news from that month. 

We hope you will enjoy all our latest news. 
 

 
25th Year Appeal 
We are continuing our fundraising to provide new facilities for the otters 
in our care, throughout our 25th year.  As the weather has been so wet 
virtually all year, these new facilities are now even more important.  The 
walk up to the pens is now so wet that we have had to put in a series of 
stepping stone boxes to avoid sinking into the mud! 
 
We have a crowdfunding page at https://www.wildcrowd.org/campaigns/detail/56/new-

accommodation-for-our-otters and so far have raised over £6,000 towards the cost.  It 
would be great if you could share this with your friends and help us to raise all 
the funds we need. 
 
Alternatively you can donate in the usual way by sending a cheque marked 
"Hospital" on the back or online at www.ottershop.co.uk 

 
MANY THANKS TO YOU ALL 
 

Otter Oscars 
The Otter Oscars for 2017 received such a good response and the number of submissions 
received gave us a lot to think about.   However, after some discussion we are delighted to 
announce the winners. 
 

• Children – Years 2 and 3 of Cookham Rise Primary Schools, United Kingdom 
After learning about otters in class the children held their very own Otter Awareness Day raising 
£300 for the otters. 

• Young People (12-18) – Budjarn Lambeth, Australia 

e-Update 84, December 2017 
 

Join our IOSF mailing list and receive our newsletters - Click on 
this link: http://tinyurl.com/p3lrsmx 
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©Dave Webb 

Despite not having any wild otters in Australia, Budjarn has a real passion for them. He has 
dedicated his time to promoting otters and raising funds for IOSF and especially the Illegal Fur 
Trade Fund. He now intends to study Environmental Science at university, particularly in fresh 
water systems, with a view to dedicating his life to helping the animal he so dearly loves. 

• Community Achievement – Christina Ward, Guyana 
Christina started a community based conservation initiative in Guyana that supports and 
educates local communities about giant otters and empowers them to carry out research, 
protect the waterways, and hopefully begin ecotourism to sustain healthy and viable 
environment and populations. Click here for more information on this project. 

• Group or Organisation – River Otter Ecology Project, USA 
The Project was set up in 2012 to monitor the return of North American River Otters to the San 
Francisco Bay Area. It carries out public awareness and encourages people to report otter 
sightings to learn more about distribution. 

• Research – Dr Nicola Oakes, South Africa 
Nicola completed her PHD on the conservation ecology of Cape Clawless Otters in 2017 
discovering new information and methodology. At the same time she created awareness in the 
broader community. 

• Photography/Artwork – Dave Webb, United Kingdom 
A photograph taken while monitoring otters in Devon – see image below. 

• Special Award – Vic Simpson, United Kingdom 
Since 1988 Vic has carried out ground breaking and inspirational work on the Eurasian otter 
and trained others to do so. He has carried out over 700 otter post mortems and trained staff 
from Cardiff University to carry on this work. His work over the past decades has ensured that 
conservation efforts towards otters have the correct scientific knowledge to be successful. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
News from the Sanctuary  
An invader on the croft 
Late one afternoon Helen looked out of the office window to see an otter running up the 
croft towards the otter pens.  We were obviously concerned that it could disturb Sofi and 
Noelle, so quickly went up to investigate. 
 
However, all was quiet up at the pens, so we assumed the visitor had just cut through 
the croft on its way. 
 
We have had visiting wild otters a few times.  One particularly determined animal was 
digging furiously trying to get into the pen, but luckily couldn’t get beneath the buried 
wire. 
 
On another occasion an otter did manage to get in by climbing over the fence.  Of 
course our fences are designed to keep otters in and not out so he was then unable to 
get out again.  We only discovered the invasion when we went to feed them and found 

http://www.otter.org/
http://www.loveotters.org/
https://savethegiants.blog/meet-our-team/
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 three otters instead of two!  The two otters in the enclosure at the time were not 
pleased to see this new animal and gave him a nasty bite on the nose for his troubles!  
So then we had to remove the visitor and keep him until he healed and then release him 
again. 
 
We just hope that the latest visitor keeps to his normal routine and stays away from Sofi 
and Noelle. 

Sofi and Noelle continue with their housekeeping duties taking in rush bedding which 
they cut for themselves.  The only problem is that they have used most of the rush from 
inside their pen, so we will soon have to cut some from elsewhere on the croft to give to 
them.  They have also been enjoying some of the snowy days. 
 
As I write I am waiting to hear about a cub in Kilchoan which has been rescued.  
Hopefully it will be coming up here soon and we will give you more news next month. 
 
If you would like to support our cubs in the Sanctuary you can send a cheque 
marked "Hospital" on the back or make a donation online at www.ottershop.co.uk 
 
Otter Protection at Killin (photos ©EAK) 
We all know that otters are at serious risk of being killed on the road, and after this 
happened on the A827 at Killin, a group of concerned people stepped up to take action. 

 
Rosemary Third from the EAK 
(Environmental Action Killin) contacted 
IOSF about the best method to be used 
and it was agreed that wildlife warning 
reflectors should be installed.  These work 
by reflecting the headlights of oncoming 
cars into the countryside.  This in effect 
dazzles any approaching animal, including 
otters, making them stop until the light is 
gone.  The driver is totally unaware of the 
light.   
 
IOSF tested these reflectors at certain 

black spots on Skye and found that although they cannot prevent 100% casualties, they 
are effective in considerably reducing such deaths.  In the case studies on Skye they 

http://www.otter.org/
http://www.loveotters.org/
http://www.ottershop.co.uk/


www.otter.org                                                                                                                               IOSF e-update no.84 December 2017 
www.loveotters.org 

 

4 of 11                                                                          

                                                                                               

British Animal Honours 2013 
Wildlife Conservation 

Award Winner 
IFAW Animal Action 
Award Winner 2012 

reduced road deaths by 75% over a two year period.   
 
There are limitations of course, as they cannot work on busy roads when there will just 
be a constant light barrier, which animals will come to ignore.  But on the relatively quiet 
A827 these are ideal. 
 
Rosemary led the project and liaised with all supporting parties and on Friday 10 
November the posts and reflectors were installed by Robertson Construction.   
 

On Saturday 2 December EAK held a Mulled Wine/Mince 
Pie evening with an otter film, slideshow, raffle and quiz. 
There was also a display of children’s otter drawings from 
a competition in the local school with the National Park 
Ranger.   
 
This project 
just goes to 
show what 
can be 
achieved 
when a 
concerned 
person or 
group of 
people 

actually get together to tackle a local 
problem. 
 
 
In addition to thanks to EAK for their action, we also have to thank the following:  
 

 Robertson Construction, who liaised with Stirling Council and HBS Traffic 

Management, arranged the road permit and put in all stakes, posts and reflectors 

free of charge. 

 HBS (Highway Barrier Solutions)  provided the traffic management system/traffic 

light system for the works to take place, free of charge 

 Stirling Council. Support for project.  Waived the road permit fee and are 

considering future road engineering work to include culverts with ledges. 

 SWT (Callander Group) purchased 20 Swareflex Wildlife Reflectors 

 KAT (Killin and Ardeonaig Community Trust) for help with funding for 20 stakes 

and bollards for mounting the reflectors. 

 Loch Lomond and Trossachs National Park (LLTNP) provided information and 
support for the project and for arranging a talk in the local Primary School about 
Otter Conservation. 

 
Ocean Park Defeated 
We were delighted to hear from our friend Diana Limjoco in the Philippines, that the 
planning application by Ocean Park has been abandoned.  The proposed development 
would have been so large that it would have severely damaged the natural environment 
of Turtle and Binunsalian Bays on Palawan.   

http://www.otter.org/
http://www.loveotters.org/
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Turtle Bay  ©Diana J Limjoco 

Palawan is regarded as the last natural frontier of the Philippines and is one of the top 
megadiversity hotspots in the world.  The bays are already an established marine 
sanctuary which has existed for many years and was declared a Biosphere Reserve by 
the United National Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO).  And 
yet there was no full public consultation as required by the Strategic Environmental Plan 
law. 
 
Diana lives with her otters in Turtle Bay which is a beautiful small shallow bay 
surrounded by mangroves.  These mangroves act as sea life nurseries, and form a 
habitat for various assorted native and unique species, including Asian small clawed 
otters.  In the Philippines these are only found on Palawan and so they are very 
vulnerable.   
 
It seems that the Ocean Park proposal became too heavily political for the Seven Seas 
Properties to continue and so their major plans have been dropped.  They do still plan 
to put up an inflatable water park with kayaking eco tours in the mangroves, but Diana 
says “at least it will have a much lower impact than four Hotels, one with underwater 
rooms, and captive sea creatures.” 

 

Diana’s petition against the project gained almost 17,000 signatures and she submitted 
this when she met with the chief of the Department of the Environment and Natural 
Resources, at that time, Secretary Gina Lopez.  It appears that 80 Barangay residents 
also came forward and signed a form saying that they were not given a vote on the 
Ocean Park. They had attended a meeting which required an attendance signature, but 
those signatures were then used to indicate their approval without their knowledge.   
 
Not only has this major development been stopped but, as a result of the meeting, 
Diana has been asked to help to produce a more sustainable eco-tourism answer for 
the bay, which will also help the residents make a livelihood. 
 
Thanks to all who signed Diana’s petition.  It shows that if we do stand up together we 
can make a difference.  Finally words from Diana: “Thank you again for your support. 
Long live the power of many” 

http://www.otter.org/
http://www.loveotters.org/
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Neotropical otter ©Philip Perry 
(www.portugalwildlife.com) 

Eurasian otter ©Alan Horner 

A North American River Otter 

Cause for Optimism in Colorado 
We know that otters are great environmental indicators, so when an otter was seen 
feeding at a former toxic mine, it suggests that the clean-up operations are having a 
positive effect. 
 
The site covering 55 acres in the headwaters of the Dolores River was contaminated 
with cadmium, copper, iron, zinc and manganese and experimental processes are being 
used to try and clean the site.  In 2011 the Environmental Protection Agency issued an 

emergency order to stop further 
contamination and identified the company 
responsible – Atlantic Richfield, which is now 
owned by BP.  Atlantic Richfield then began 
the clean-up, investing tens of millions of 
dollars.  
 
It was clearly an enormous task as rainwater 
and snow melt leached the toxic metals into 
the river with disastrous consequences on 
wildlife.  Water treatment plants were 
installed and the leaks were plugged.  The 

old ponds were scraped out and lined with stones and sediments, manure, hay, alfafa 
and woodchips to filter out the metals.  As far as possible natural processes are also 
being used - the wetlands are being replanted with native grasses and the dam-building 
skills of beavers are helping to restore natural floodplains. 
 
Of course it is impossible to clean the site completely within such a short time and toxic 
muck is still seeping from the mines, but now it is channelled away through vast tubes 
after going through a filtration system to help remove the metals. 
 
It is a very expensive project but it appears to be working, with considerable reductions 
in cadmium, iron, manganese and zinc levels in the water.  As a result wildlife is 
returning to the area.  Ducks float on the ponds and in the lowest pond one of the 
company contractors, Ben Loomis, spotted an otter eating a fish on the ice. 
 
Of course there is still a long way to go and the Colorado Department of Public Health 
and Environment are monitoring the water quality.  But the presence of the otter and the 
fact that it has managed to find prey does at least suggest things are improving. 
http://www.denverpost.com/2017/12/17/toxic-colorado-mine-wildlife-emerging/  

 

Otters Can Help to Monitor Antibiotic-Resistant Bacteria in 
Environment 

http://www.otter.org/
http://www.loveotters.org/
https://exchange2010.livemail.co.uk/owa/redir.aspx?C=I2rPZ8n0plpr3SZuli6DTz3ORJ5yozSp4snYcuN-60QynDCWplLVCA..&URL=http%3a%2f%2fwww.portugalwildlife.com%2f
http://www.denverpost.com/2017/12/17/toxic-colorado-mine-wildlife-emerging/
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The Eurasian otter (Lutra lutra) and the Neotropical otter (Lontra longicaudis) have 
different distributions, as is obvious from their names, but the ecology, morphology, and 
conservation threats are similar. One emerging threat for both species is water 
contamination by antibiotics occurring in areas with human presence. 
 
Antimicrobial resistance is the ability of microorganisms, such as bacteria or viruses, to 
stop an antibiotic from working against it. As a result, human and animal treatments with 
antibiotics turn out to be ineffective. As contact between wild and domestic animals and 
human populations is increasing, the potential for dissemination of resistant pathogens 
to wildlife is an emerging concern, as the use of antibiotics is crucial for the protection of 
human and animal health.  
 
Nuno M. Pedroso has been studying otters in Portugal and Brazil which live in 
environments with a human influence (agriculture, forest and cattle production, 
urbanisation). Nuno and his colleagues evaluated the presence of antimicrobial-
resistant enterococci in spraints from Eurasian otters collected in central Portugal and 
Neotropical otters collected in São Paulo State, Brazil. Enterococcus spp., which are 
intestinal bacteria commonly present in otters, can be used to check if otters are 
exposed to resistance dispersion in the environment. 
 

Results confirmed the existence of high 
resistance levels to antibiotics used in 
human treatment in both countries, but 
resistance to antibiotics used in animal 
production was much higher in Brazil. 
Although there are other resistance 
mechanisms such as heavy metals and 
disinfectants used in agricultural 
practices, this can also be a result of 
environmental contamination by 
antimicrobial residues and runoffs from 
poultry and cattle farms in the study area 
in Brazil. 

 
These findings suggest that aquatic habitats occupied by otters may act as reservoirs of 
antimicrobial-resistant bacteria, the presence of which could impact human health 
through exposure to contaminated waters during fishing, recreational activities or other 
human uses. 
 
Appropriate management and monitoring actions must be established to protect the 
environment and public health against the adverse effects of antibiotics, with this being 
particularly important in countries where antibiotics are increasingly being administered 
in veterinary settings. 
Nuno M. Pedroso (PhD)is a Post-Doc Researcher at CENA, São Paulo University, 
Piracicaba, Brazil 

 
Update from Nepal 
In May, Balram Awasthi from the Department of Zoology in Tribhuvan University, Nepal, 
was awarded a grant by IOSF to assist his project for World Otter Day.  He organised 
an Otter Conservation Awareness Rally from the Siddhanath Science Campus to 
Mahendranagar city and back with his students.   

http://www.otter.org/
http://www.loveotters.org/
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©Balram Awasthi 
We recently received an email from 
Balram to say that as part of the 
orientation programme for new 
students at the university he gave a 
presentation on their achievement for 
World Otter Day and the conservation 
of otters. 
 

It is so positive to see Balram’s 
enthusiasm and what he is doing to 
help otter conservation in Nepal. 
 

Austria Cull Update 
The saga of the proposed otter cull in Austria continues.  Of course, IOSF continues to 
oppose this proposed cull of 40 otters and a letter has been sent to the government of 
Lower Austria explaining the reasons for our opposition. The matter has been taken to 
the National Court and a decision is due to be made by February.    
 
We obviously hope that the Court will realise that this cull is against all protection laws 
for otters in Europe and will rule against it. 
 
We will let you know as soon as we hear. 

 

Smooth-Coated Otter Cubs in Myanmar (photos ©Ye Myint Lwin) 
It is always exciting to get an email asking 
for help with an otter abroad – we have 
had messages from Nigeria, Portugal, 
Costa Rica, the Philippines and 
Democratic Republic of Congo, to name 
just a few.  Recently we were contacted by 
Ye Myint Lwin in Myanmar (also known as 
Burma) who has three young cubs which 
he rescued from fishermen.  He started 
feeding them with milk but they are now 
beginning to take fish.  They are also 
learning to swim and two can already dive.   

Ye had no experience with otters, as he 
works mainly with elephants, but he has 
already done very well to get them so far.  
But he needs help and advice about building 
an enclosure for them where they can stay 
until they are big enough to go back to the 
wild.  So we have put him in touch with 
people like Prof Feeroz in Bangladesh and 
Nick Marx at Phnom Tamao Wildlife Rescue 
Centre in Cambodia, who both have 
experience with this species. 
 
IOSF wants to help Ye with these otters and once we get his plans we will be looking to 
raise funds to help.   

 

http://www.otter.org/
http://www.loveotters.org/
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News in Brief 
Sea Otter vs. Shark  
An 8-week old sea otter cub has been rescued from a beach in Carmel, California, after 
being attacked by a shark. The cub was found by someone walking along the beach 
with their dog. 
 
The otter was taken to Monterey Bay Aquarium to be cared for. The male cub has been 
given antibiotics and fluids daily in order to stabilise and improve its condition and is 
beginning to take small amounts of solid food. 
http://www.ksbw.com/article/sea-otter-pup-rescued-in-carmel-after-shark-attack/14436907 

 
Otters caught on camera in Chihuahua, Mexico 
For the first time actual footage of Neotropical otters has been caught on camera in the 
Chihuahua reserve, Mexico.  This is largely due to conservation efforts within the 
region. Before now, only secondary signs of the species had been found but new 
camera trap footage clearly shows their presence. This is great news and shows the 
importance of such conservation work. 
http://mexiconewsdaily.com/news/river-otter-captured-by-reserves-cameras/  
 

A Novel Way of Supporting Otters 
Annamarie Beckel is an ecologist/author from Wisconsin and her book “Weaving Water” 

is supporting our work in otter conservation. 
 
“Weaving Water” is ‘a novel about otters, healing a human 
heart and an ecologist’s quest to find hope for an Earth 
imperilled by environmental destruction’. 
 
If you find yourself intrigued, find out more and where to 
purchase a copy here: 
https://annamariebeckel.com/novels/weaving-water/  
 
It can also be found at www.amazon.co.uk 
 
All royalties will be donated to the International Otter 
Survival Fund; the River Otter Ecology Project, California; 
and World Wildlife Fund (Canada). 
 

 

Otters No Longer Relevant For Children 
Believe it or not the Oxford Junior Dictionary considers otters are no longer relevant to 
modern children!  The word “otter” has been removed from the dictionary together with 
many other words to do with nature and the natural environment such as bluebell, 
acorn, hamster, holly, ivy, conker, buttercup and newt.  These have been replaced with 
words like Blackberry, blog, broadband, bullet-point, chat room, and voicemail. 
 
Yes we all understand that languages evolve and we no longer talk to each other using 
“thee” and “thou”.  But removing words to do with nature just detaches the children even 
further from understanding and enjoying the natural world. 
 
It is true, of course, that children spend less time outdoors and so are more familiar with 
words to do with the digital age but this backward step makes them even more 
disconnected.  Instead we should be encouraging them to go out and explore and learn 

http://www.otter.org/
http://www.loveotters.org/
http://www.ksbw.com/article/sea-otter-pup-rescued-in-carmel-after-shark-attack/14436907
http://mexiconewsdaily.com/news/river-otter-captured-by-reserves-cameras/
https://annamariebeckel.com/novels/weaving-water/
http://www.amazon.co.uk/
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– only then will they come to really care about our world and the plants and creatures in 
it. 
 
A petition has been set up on Change.org to reverse this ludicrous decision so please 
sign:  https://www.change.org/p/oxford-university-press-nature-related-words-should-be-
reinstated-in-the-junior-oxford-english-dictionary 

 

Team Otter  
Meet Team Otter’s new mascot, Oscar.  Oscar was created for IOSF by 
www.ACallForNature.co.uk 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Visit www.loveotters.org for an introduction to Oscar 
and the IOSF children’s website.  New games and 
competitions are posted regularly so, check us out. 
 

 

Interactive Map 
We are delighted to introduce our new interactive map on the website to show you 
where the 13 different species of otter 
are found.  Just click on the links to 
find information, photos and videos of 
all the species. 
http://otter.org/Public/OtterMap.aspx  
 
This project has been carried out by 
Ben, our new Education Officer, with 
Dougi Lapsley of Citrus Media, who 
maintains our website.  It has been 
supported by the Ernest Cook Trust 
and Thriplow Charitable Trust. 
 
 

Product of the Month - Otter Shop (on Twitter @otter_shop and Facebook) 

Where all profits go to help otters 
 

We still have some of our 2018 ‘Otters in 
Britain’ calendar available.  Each month 
has a fantastic full colour otter image 
and, to tempt you further, it is on 
**special offer**. 
 
**You can buy 2 for the price of 1 at 
the Otter Shop now! 
 

 
www.ottershop.co.uk  

 

http://www.otter.org/
http://www.loveotters.org/
https://www.change.org/p/oxford-university-press-nature-related-words-should-be-reinstated-in-the-junior-oxford-english-dictionary
https://www.change.org/p/oxford-university-press-nature-related-words-should-be-reinstated-in-the-junior-oxford-english-dictionary
http://www.mikematthewsartworks.co.uk/
http://www.mikematthewsartworks.co.uk/
http://www.loveotters.org/
http://otter.org/Public/OtterMap.aspx
http://www.ottershop.co.uk/
https://www.ottershop.co.uk/iosf-2018-otters-in-britain-calendar-c2x24369399
https://www.ottershop.co.uk/iosf-2018-otters-in-britain-calendar-c2x24369399
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Upcoming Events 
February 28, 2018 at 7.30pm 
IOSF's Dr Paul Yoxon will be giving a talk on "Otter Ecology and Conservation" in 
conjunction with the Cumbria Wildlife Trust at Cornerstone Community Church, Joss 
Lane, Sedbergh, LA10 5AB. 
 
Entrance fee: suggested donation £2 per adult. 

 
Thanks 

Thank you very much to everyone who has donated to 
the Fund over the past year.  Whether it is money from 
fundraising or personal donations; used stamps; 
donations through our Amazon Wish List; eBay sales, or 
one of our collection boxes, etc., every penny helps. 

 
 
 

 

You can follow us on: 

 
 
 

     
Annual Supporters’ Rates 
UK and EEC Countries:               Adult:  £24.00 per year 
    Child:  £13.00 per year 
    Family:  £34.00 per year 
 
All other countries:  Adult:  £30.00 per year 

Child:  £15.00 per year 
Family:  £40.00 per year 

Life Membership (all countries):  £350.00 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Discover Ways You Can Help  

 
There are many ways in which you can 
raise money and awareness to help the 
otters in our Fundraising Pack or find out 
what some of our supporters have done 
over the years in the online newsletters.  
 

 International Otter Survival Fund 
7 Black Park 

Broadford 
Isle of Skye   IV49 9DE 

Scotland 
 

Email: enquiries@otter.org 
Tel/Fax: ++(0)1471 822487 

Join our IOSF mailing list.  Click on this link: 
http://tinyurl.com/p3lrsmx 

 
www.otter.org 

 
 

The International Otter Survival Fund 
Working to Save the Worlds Otters 

Have you enjoyed reading this  
e-newsletter?  Then please forward it to 
someone else and spread the word. 

 

If you are reading this for the first time and 
would like to receive all IOSF mailings, click 
here to sign up.   Please be assured that we 
will never pass on your details to any other 
party and you will only ever receive emails 
from us. 

 

Increase the value 

of your gift to IOSF: 

 

http://www.otter.org/
http://www.loveotters.org/
http://www.pinterest.com/paulyoxon/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/39540399417/
https://twitter.com/IOSF/
http://internationalottersurvivalfund.tumblr.com/
http://otter.org/Public/HelpUs_WhatYouCanDoToHelp.aspx
http://otter.org/Public/News_Newsletter.aspx
http://tinyurl.com/p3lrsmx
http://www.otter.org/
http://tinyurl.com/p3lrsmx

