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At the end of the year it is traditional to look
back over what has been achieved during that
time. In October we published our Annual
Review but here is a summary of 2018.
 In January we received our 200th otter at
our Skye hospital. Four (Uisge, Sofi, Noelle and
Ray) have been released and nine (six cubs, two
juveniles and one adult) have come in. We
currently have five otters in our care.


We have helped people caring for orphaned otters in Iraq, Myanmar, Chile and Finland,
and are looking to help the otters in Cambodia



Work has begun on our new otter facilities on the croft.



We have continued with our education work in Kenya working with KISTOC (Kisumu
Science Teachers Otter Conservation Development Group) training more teachers to
become involved.



World Otter Day was a great success with people taking part in at least 26 countries and
a lot of awareness created through social media – we were trending No 1 on Twitter
until knocked off by Britain’s Got Talent.



We held our training workshop in Laos with 36 participants and a Laos Otter Network
was formed



IOSF was invited to Taiwan for a workshop looking into otter conservation and the
establishment of otter rescue and education facilities.



More educational material has been created and our Education Officer visited the
schools in the Small Isles and neighbouring mainland. We have started to develop
TEAM OTTER clubs worldwide.



Ninoslav Durovic began education work in Montenegro after receiving a grant for World
Otter Day and this is ongoing. He has now set up six TEAM OTTER clubs.



We have been part of a campaign to prevent kelp dredging off the West Coast of
Scotland which would have destroyed pristine otter habitat.

None Of This Would Have Been Possible Without The Help Of You, Our Loyal Supporters and
We Look Forward To Achieving More For Otters In 2019.
1 of 7
British Animal Honours 2013
IFAW Animal Action
Wildlife Conservation
Award Winner 2012
Award Winner

www.otter.org
www.loveotters.org

IOSF Otter News No. 96, December 2018

Team Otter
Have you tried IOSF’s latest otter species quiz on the African Clawless
otter? Visit https://s.surveyanyplace.com/s/africanclawless to test your
knowledge.
Next month I will tell you more about TEAM OTTER clubs and how you can
become involved.

News from The Sanctuary
The news of the month is that we have a new cub, a young female. Paul and I were
going for a walk and were deciding which of two places to visit. In the end we decided on
a place near Plockton – it was obviously meant to be. On our way back to the car we heard very
loud squeaking from inside rhododendron bushes. There in the middle was a tiny cub crying for
its mum. We hunted around to see if there were any signs of an otter – but there wasn’t even
any spraint. It was getting quite late so we decided to pick it up as we didn’t think it would
survive the night if mum did not return. The only thing
Welcome Karma
we had to carry it in was our rucksack so we emptied out
our picnic and popped it in – it quickly settled in quietly.
Back at the hospital we put her in a cub unit and she was
very ready to take some pureed salmon. She can’t have
eaten for quite a long time so mum was clearly not
around. She is now eating fish tails and is very active.
Next day we returned to the site to check that there
wasn’t another lost cub and we had another hunt for
otter signs – nothing. So we have no idea how she got
there.
We told this story to our friend Padma de Silva, in Sri
Lanka, and she said our choice of walk was “karma”. We thought that was a great name so she
is called Karma!
Aeris and Beatha become more intriguing every
time you feed them. Recently, they displayed
some really obscure behaviour. When I arrived I
threw two fish to them, as normal. That was
meant to be one each but Aeris had other ideas
and managed to steal them both before running
away proudly with her dinner, much to Beatha’s
dismay.
Aeris, but look carefully to see Beatha in the nest
box behind.

So, a third fish followed for Beatha. She ran off
and dropped it into their pond. She then spent
the next 30 seconds positioning the fish exactly where she wanted it in the water before
coming back for another. She took her next fish and did exactly the same. Once finished, Beatha
grabbed her original fish, and ran off with it and settled down to eat. It is so entertaining to
watch them.
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Mel has moved to an enclosure on the croft and is loving the extra space and more places to
hide. (see photos below)

You can just spot his tail as he runs to hide under the
branches
in the photo (left).

Oscar2 (photo right) has grown very quickly but
unfortunately we don’t often see him out and about.
However, we did manage to snap this photo when he
popped his head out from his bed!
If you would like to support our cubs in the Sanctuary you can send a cheque marked
"Hospital" on the back or make a donation online at www.ottershop.co.uk

Gift Aid is a simple way to increase the value of your gift to IOSF - at no extra cost to you. If you
pay tax in the UK, IOSF can reclaim the basic rate tax (25%) on your gift. So, if you donate £10, it
is worth £12.50 to IOSF.
It is a simple process to sign up to Gift Aid - all you have to do is make a Gift Aid declaration. If
you are donating online, just select the “Yes” option on the Gift Aid box on the donation
form. Alternatively you can download and print out the Gift Aid Declaration on page 13 of our
Fundraising Pack which can be found at:
http://www.otter.org/documents/IOSF_Fundraising_Pack.pdf
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Name the Cambodian Otter
Last month we told you about the two otters, one hairy-nosed and one smooth-coat,
which had been taken to the Phnom Tamao Wildlife Rescue Centre (PTWRC) in
Cambodia.
We are looking to support them by helping to raise funds for new otter facilities and for the
care of their otters.
The new male smooth-coated otter does not have a name and we are looking for suggestions
for a donation of £5.
Photo credit: Try Sitheng,
Wildlife Alliance

To enter, make your donation at www.ottershop.co.uk
and put “my suggested name for the smooth-coated
otter is …” in the message box. All entries will be put
into a draw which will be made on Friday 11 January
2019 and the winner will receive a unique photo
canvas or t-shirt featuring the newly-named otter.

Otter Oscar Winners
As before the categories are:










Children (aged 12 years or under as at 1 December 2018).
- Ruby Bedelph, Australia.
Young People (aged 13 – 18 years as at 1 December 2018).
- Ullapool Sea Savers (USS), Scotland.
Group/Organisation – For example school, natural history group, Scouts/Guides, etc.
- OBC Chinchimen, Chile.
Community Achievement – Any activity carried out in 2018 which involves local
communities in otter conservation.
- Chaminda Jayasekara, Sri Lanka.
Research – Open to amateur or professional researchers for work carried out during
2018.
- Dr. Britta Habbe, Germany.
Photography/Artwork – Open to amateur
or professional photographers. All photos
must have been taken during 2018.
- Hans Ring, Sweden.
Special Award – Open to anyone who has
made a lifelong commitment to otter
conservation.
- Dr Don Jefferies, UK.

Here is Dr Donald Jefferies, with his grandsons Felix
and Xander Dickenson, having received our Special
Award for 2018. (right)
We will include photographs of all the winners next month, once we have received them.
4 of 7
British Animal Honours 2013
IFAW Animal Action
Wildlife Conservation
Award Winner 2012
Award Winner

www.otter.org
www.loveotters.org

IOSF Otter News No. 96, December 2018

Become an IOSF Life Supporter
Our supporters are always valued by us as a crucial source of support for the work that we are
doing, and those of you that become life supporters are highly appreciated.
For a one-off payment of £350 you can become a Life Supporter and give your long-term
commitment to help secure a better future for otters in the UK and around the world.
We will send you a certificate showing your life supporter status and you will continue to
receive full updates in our newsletters, on all of the work that we are doing.
https://www.ottershop.co.uk/become-a-life-supporter-c2x9466694

News in Brief
National Park cut by a third in Suffolk
Suffolk's National Coastal Nature Reserve (NNR) will lose around a third of its size after the land
owner decided not to renew their lease. Although the area will remain a Site of Special
Scientific Interest (SSSI) it still reduces its protection. We can only hope that the land owner
leaves the land to be a hotspot of biodiversity and wildlife, such as otters, can continue to
thrive.
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/amp/uk-england-norfolk-46598605

Otter dies after dog attack
An otter cub has been killed in an alleged dog attack after being found on a beach in
Aberdeenshire. Otters are fully protected and it is a crime to kill them, intentionally or
otherwise. Please be sure to make sure your pets are under control around any wildlife or other
animal. This is very important for both the safety of your dog and wildlife.
IOSF was contacted in regards to this and the cub has been sent to Cardiff University for a postmortem.
https://www.pressandjournal.co.uk/fp/news/aberdeen/1608520/baby-otter-killed-in-apparent-dog-attack/

Otters among most caught animal in New Jersey
Figures from the New Jersey Department of
North American River otter
Environmental Protection’s Division of Fish and
©Karen James
Wildlife, and the U.S. Department of Fish and Wildlife,
state that otters are now amongst the highest
harvested animals within the state. This year, 51 otters
were needlessly taken from the wild, up 40 from last
year’s figures.
On a side note, given the photo of the otter in the
article, you have to commend the hunters for being
able to kill a sea otter from nearly 3,000 miles away!
However, this is unfortunately no laughing matter and the ignorance of using a photo of a sea
otter rather than the North American river otter only emphasises the ignorance in allowing this
trade to continue. IOSF has long disputed the legal “harvesting” of otters across North America
and will continue to do so.
https://www.nj.com/expo/news/erry-2018/12/0a17cd97729540/mink-skunk-and-otters-see-whic.html
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Human waste entering the otter kingdom
It probably comes as no surprise but our waste, including antibiotics and bacteria are being
found in the animal kingdom, including otters. A recent study on North American river otters
revealed that their spraint contains a variety of human antibiotics and the drug-resistant ‘superbacteria’ that these can create. Our discarded or overused antibiotics
that enter the natural world help produce bacteria that evolve to
become resistant to our medicines.
Around a third of antibiotics that are prescribed are unnecessary and
often unused. Furthermore, antibiotics are used for livestock, mostly to
promote growth. Although much of the antibiotics and bacteria are processed by sewage
systems, heavy floods can cause drains to overflow meaning untreated sewage enters our
waterways.
All these chemicals building up in otters, and other wildlife, could have disastrous
consequences on their populations. Furthermore it could also have major catastrophic
implications for us as if the “super-bacteria” were to make it to humans there would be no
antibiotics capable of combating them.
Researchers are hoping this evidence will force through a management system to help clean up
the waterways around Seattle. This needs to start with people! It is important more than ever
to manage our waste correctly and ensure that we do not overuse drugs such as antibiotics
unnecessarily.
https://www.kuow.org/stories/superbacteria-showing-up-in-puget-sound-wildlife-from-orcas-to-otters
https://www.kuow.org/stories/otter-poop

Corporate Membership
Whether you own a business or are employed, does the company have a green policy/ support
conservation? Then perhaps the company would like to consider becoming a Corporate Member with IOSF
and supporting our work with otters.
You can find out more information on our website http://otter.org/Public/HelpUs_CorporateSponsorship.aspx

Thanks to...
everyone who has generously donated over the past month. Your continued support is
important to us and the otters we work for and this is very much appreciated.
We also want to thank the Lush Charity Pot and volunteers of The Kiltwalk.

Events
Visit our website to find out what might be happening in the otter world near you.
Don’t forget, if you are aware of any otter-related events taking place, send us the details (Title,
time, date, place and cost (if applicable), and we will post it on our Events page.
http://otter.org/Public/Events.aspx

Regular Giving... at your fingertips
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Legacy
A legacy is a great way of giving to something close to your heart and every gift will make a
difference. Have you ever thought of leaving something in your will to charity? Please consider
remembering the International Otter Survival Fund in your will and help our work, protecting
otters, to continue.
Including a legacy in your will ensures that your wishes are carried out, so it is important to
discuss this with your solicitor. You can stipulate a specific restriction for its use, but
remember that without restriction your legacy can be directed to where it is required most
urgently.
Should you choose to provide a legacy for the International Otter Survival Fund in your will, we
thank you and appreciate your support in this way.
Tlink http://otter.org/Public/HelpUs_Legacy.aspx will take you to our dedicated webpage
concerning makig a Legacy.
All photos are © to the name/s as indicated, otherwise ©IOSF
You can follow us on:

Annual Supporters’ Rates
UK and EEC Countries:

Adult:
Child:
Family:

£24.00 per year
£13.00 per year
£34.00 per year

Adult:
Child:
Family:
Life Membership (all countries):

£30.00 per year
£15.00 per year
£40.00 per year
£350.00

All other countries:

Have you enjoyed reading this
e-newsletter? Then please forward it to
someone else and spread the word.
If you are reading this for the first time and
would like to receive all IOSF mailings, click
here to sign up. Please be assured that we
will never pass on your details to any other
party and you will only ever receive emails
from us.
International Otter Survival Fund
7 Black Park
Broadford
Isle of Skye IV49 9DE
Scotland
Email: enquiries@otter.org
Tel/Fax: ++(0)1471 822487

Increase the value
of your gift to IOSF:

Discover Ways You Can Help
There are many ways in which you can
raise money and awareness to help the
otters in our Fundraising Pack or find out
what some of our supporters have done
over the years in the online newsletters.

Join our IOSF mailing list. Click on this link:
http://tinyurl.com/p3lrsmx
www.otter.org

The International Otter Survival Fund
Working to Save the Worlds Otters
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