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Sales of Otters as Pets Increase on Social Media
We are seeing more and more images and videos of “adorable” otters – otters
playing with pebbles, otters “holding hands”, otters just basically looking cute. Not only
are otters being seen in zoos but people in Japan are being encouraged to interact with
them in the growing number of otter cafes. It is true that they are wonderful animals
but this is creating more and more of a problem, as people want them as their own
personal pet.

©Tokyo Customs

On 23 January the Metropolitan Police
Department in Japan reported a very
sad case where five Asian short-clawed
otter cubs were confiscated at a Tokyo
airport. This means that they had
escaped the original screening when
leaving Thailand. These otters were
crammed into a suitcase and four of
them were found dead and the other was
taken into care.

https://mainichi.jp/english/articles/20190123/p2a/00m/0na/011000c?fbclid=IwAR1c4JFeooYPof5XkVqqd8d85Ri-LQJmSlC4ksEu82SSqTieBr93-cB27I

With the greatly inflated demand for otters, it is hardly surprising that social media is
becoming more and more popular for sales. A recent report by Siriwat and Nijman
(2018) examined the sale of otters through social media in Thailand, which is an
important source of baby otters for the pet trade.
Siriwat is from Thailand and she carried out the 14 month study as part of her PhD
research at Oxford Brookes University. During this time five Facebook groups were
monitored: this recorded 160 sales posts (337 individual otters from 59 sellers) of two
species - Asian small-clawed otter (Aonyx cinereus) (81%) and smooth-coated otter
(Lutrogale perspicillata) (19%). It is shocking that 53% of these sales posts were for
newborn cubs and a further 35% were for young animals. The definition of newborn
was “eyes yet to open” and young were classed as “eyes open, usually around 6 weeks
old”. Newborn otters were often sold as a litter of as many as six animals and it was
often impossible to identify the species.
All the trading was carried out in Thai and the bulk of it was from the southern part of
the country. Prices varied from $39-$203, depending on age and species. On average
the price for an Asian small-clawed was $97 and for smooth-coated otters it was $112.
The “young” ones were more expensive (average $99) as they were more likely to
survive than newborn (average price $89). However, the fact that there were so many
newborn available would suggest that they are just taken from the wild with no concern
as to whether they survive or not.
Otters are protected under Thai law and it would appear that most adverts were
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targeting the domestic market, although a permit is required to keep an otter. Recently
a pair of otters was found when they screamed so loudly that neighbours alerted the
Police. They arrested the offender, and the otters were taken into care with a view to
release at a later date.
http://www.nationmultimedia.com/detail/breakingnews/30361748

However, clearly the otters being advertised for the “domestic” market are being sold on
internationally. The posts are regularly updated and so there must be a quick turn-over
as demand is high.
The Thai Government has established cyber taskforces to tackle the problem and there
have been much publicised sting operations which mean that there is more privacy in
sales discussions. Facebook too has stated their support to prevent the use of the
platform for illegal trade and Instagram has a new Wildlife Alert System to prevent
users from publicising activities which harm wildlife. But these people are smart and
simply move their activities to another platform or create a new group.
It is vital to carry out more long-term monitoring to provide better information on trade
and to enable more enforcement of existing legislation, with realistic heavy penalties. It
is also important that potential customers are made aware of the long-term effects of
their actions and potential legal penalties.
The full report (Illegal pet trade on social media as an emerging impediment
to the conservation of Asian otters species) can be found at
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S2287884X18302681

IOSF is working hard to reduce the demand for otters, particularly
within Japan and is investigating practical and effective ways to do
this. We strongly urge people throughout Asia not to keep pet otters and
to concentrate on the conservation of wild populations.

Positive News for Asian Otters
As many of you will know, CITES
(the Convention on International
Trade in Endangered Species of
Wild Fauna and Flora) is an
international agreement between
governments and its aim is to ensure that
international trade in specimens of wild
animals and plants does not threaten
their survival.

Hairy-nosed otter (©Nick Baker)

At present Asian small-clawed, smoothcoated and hairy-nosed otters are on
Appendix II, while the Eurasian otter is
already on Appendix I.
IOSF has been working closely with scientists and wildlife conservation organisations to
uplist the other three species to Appendix I. Proposals to amend the CITES Appendices
had to be submitted by at least one country within the geographical range of the species
by 24 December 2018 in order to be considered at COP18 (Conference of the Parties).
As you may have seen, India, the Philippines, Bangladesh, and Nepal are leading the
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effort, and have submitted proposals to uplist Asian small-clawed and smooth-coated
otters to Appendix I of CITES (https://cites.org/eng/cop/18/prop/index.php). Unfortunately,
no range state was able to complete everything in time for a proposal for hairy-nosed
otters – perhaps the species in most need of protection!
However there is another procedure which would allow a range state to include hairynosed otters as well. We have engaged with some environmental lawyers, who have
advised us that a proposal to uplist the hairy-nosed otter can still be submitted and
considered between the COP’s, using what’s known as the “postal procedure” under the
CITES Convention. It’s usually reserved for extreme cases where little objection to an
uplisting is anticipated and the species very clearly meets the criteria for Appendix I,
like the hairy-nosed otter.
This is an important step for otter conservation and to drawing attention to the severe
threat to otters from trade. All three proposals and the countries who chose to submit
proposal have the full support of wildlife conservation and science organisations in the
region and around the world.
IOSF’s WORLD OTTER DAY takes place during this important CITES
meeting and so this provides us with another way to highlight the need for
protection of the world’s otters.

Cambodian Smooth-Coated Otter has a Name
The Phnom Tamao Wildlife Rescue Centre (PTWRC) in Cambodia recently
received two rescued otters, one hairy-nosed and one smooth-coat.
In order to support them we ran a
competition to name the smoothcoated otter to raise funds for new
otter facilities and for their upkeep.
Entrants made a £5 donation which
will go directly towards the care of
these two otters.

Sangha ©Try Sitheng

All the entries were put into a draw on
11th January and the lucky winner of a
unique photo canvas featuring the
newly-named otter was Dee Ellis from
Bedfordshire. The name Dee sent in
was Sangha, which is very fitting as it
is a Cambodian name meaning handsome and also refers to a Buddhist community.
Thank you to everyone who has helped these Cambodian otters by taking part in the
competition.

We are still raising funds for new otter facilities at Phnom Tamao. If
you would like to donate, you can do so online at www.ottershop.co.uk and
please put “Cambodia” in the message box. Otherwise you can send a
cheque marking “Cambodia” on the back to IOSF, 7 Black Park,
Broadford, Isle of Skye IV49 9DE.
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World Otter Day 2019
Yes, it’s time to start making plans for IOSF’s WORLD OTTER DAY 2019.
In 2009, IOSF launched Otterly Mad Week which
evolved into WORLD OTTER DAY in 2014. Since
then we have had people taking part in 44 countries
from Australia and Argentina to Vietnam – we are
waiting for people in Zambia and Zimbabwe!
This is such a great opportunity for us to raise
awareness, educate, fundraise and work to protect the
world’s otters.
In this e-update you will already have seen about some
of the positive things which are going on in otter
conservation, but there is so much more to do. ALL 13
species of otter are listed in the Red List and they all need our help. The loss of habitat,
illegal trade (fur and pets), hunting, road death and pollution are some of the challenges
they face.
You will have read that the CITES meeting, which will consider the upgrading of Asian
small-clawed and smooth-coated otters, takes place over WORLD OTTER DAY, so it
is an excellent time to make the public aware of the problems facing otters from trade.
WE CAN ALL PLAY A MAJOR PART.
We have produced information and event posters, in many languages, to help you
promote IOSF’s WORLD OTTER DAY and your events, and they can be found on our
resources page (http://www.otter.org/Public/MediaAndResources_Resources.aspx).
Already people are getting ready to celebrate IOSF’s WORLD OTTER DAY in UK,
Ireland, USA, Australia, Guatemala, Poland, Russia and Gibraltar but we want to hear
more about what you are doing. Don’t forget to tell us about your plans
(enquiries@otter.org) so that we can include your event on our events page and social
media.
Last year we achieved so much awareness through social media. We were even trending
No 1 on Twitter until Britain’s Got Talent pushed us off! This year let’s get trending
again and maintain that momentum.
As in previous years, IOSF is delighted to be able to offer three grants of £100
each towards the cost of putting on an event or carrying out some education work for
WORLD OTTER DAY.
Applications should include the following:
Name of applicant
Organisation, if applicable
Address of applicant
Brief description of what you are planning to do, how and where
What would you do with the £100 grant?

4 of 13
British Animal Honours 2013
IFAW Animal Action
Wildlife Conservation
Award Winner 2012
Award Winner

www.otter.org
www.loveotters.org

IOSF Otter News No. 97, January 2019

Please send your applications to enquiries@otter.org, to arrive no later than Friday 29
March 2019. The successful applicants will be announced on Friday 5 April 2019.
(PLEASE NOTE THE REVISED DATES FROM THE ORIGINAL EMAIL)

Gift Aid is a simple way to increase the value of your gift to IOSF - at no
extra cost to you. If you pay tax in the UK, IOSF can reclaim the basic
rate tax (25%) on your gift. So, if you donate £10, it is worth £12.50 to
IOSF.
It is a simple process to sign up to Gift Aid - all you have to do is make a
Gift Aid declaration. If you are donating online, just select the “Yes”
option on the Gift Aid box on the donation form. Alternatively you can
download and print out the Gift Aid Declaration on page 13 of our
Fundraising Pack which can be found at:
http://www.otter.org/documents/IOSF_Fundraising_Pack.pdf

News from The Sanctuary

They say “never work with children or animals” but we never listen!! Ben and I
tried to get some photos and video of the otters in the snow. As we walked up to the
enclosure we could see Beatha and Aeris playing, chasing around and climbing over all
each other – they were having so much fun. But when we arrived they forgot about all
that and instantly thought “fish”. They don’t come to us for fish as we don’t want that
close association but they obviously knew it was coming and hid behind the sleeping box
ready to grab it. I threw in a fish and they both rushed out and had a good tug-of-war
with it. Of course, we got none of that wonderful activity on video as they quickly ran off
with their spoils. We managed to get some lovely photos though which you can see here.

Beatha & Aeris

“You can’t see me...” Aeris hiding!

Another morning I took some extra hay up to the otters as it was getting much colder
and there was snow. We normally let them gather their own bedding but there isn't
much vegetation about just now so we are giving them extra. Aeris and Beatha were not
impressed when I lifted the lid to their sleeping box and they shot out quickly. I put the
hay in, left their fish, and went out of the gate. I watched through the fence and both
otters stuck their heads in to investigate what I had been up to. Clearly it wasn't good
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enough as they disappeared inside and started to rearrange the bedding to their design.
This time, no camera at all!
Mel is equally unco-operative! Ben has seen him playing in the pool but I can usually
only see some fur and staring eyes when I look into his box. Today he was hiding in
amongst his branches and again you
have to look closely to see him.
Oscar2 is much the same but I did
catch him out, presumably hungry,
as it was quite late in the day for his
feed.

Can you spot Mel?

we try to have a peek underneath.

Oscar 2

As to little Karma, she has become
much more secretive over the past
few days. Until then she would
always appear ready for food but
now we usually just see a moving
blanket and she is not impressed if

Karma

Since New Year we have been able to get moving again on the new facilities and
hopefully we will soon have the building up. (picture below)
We are very grateful to the Naturesave Foundation who kindly donated funds for the
fencing materials.
If you would like to support our cubs in the Sanctuary you can send a
cheque marked "Hospital" on the back or make a donation online at
www.ottershop.co.uk

CORPORATE MEMBERSHIP - WHETHER YOU OWN A BUSINESS OR ARE EMPLOYED,
does the company have a green policy/ support conservation? Then perhaps the company would
like to consider becoming a Corporate Member with IOSF and supporting our work with otters.
You can find out more information on our website http://otter.org/Public/HelpUs_CorporateSponsorship.aspx
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Construction work on the new facilities

Best Christmas Present Ever!
On 6 January Pamela Macleod-Reilly posted on
the IOSF Facebook Group about her daughter’s reaction
to the IOSF Otter Adoption gift box she had received for
Christmas...
“Just wanted to share this with you all 💖 my daughter
Mia said this is the best Christmas present she has ever
received and going by the tears on Christmas morning
we knew we made the right choice 😍”

And here is Mia, looking very happy with her gift box
(©Pamela Macleod-Reilly)
Thank you for sharing this Pamela, and there was a
lovely conversation that followed with other Group
members.
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Team Otter
Join our Team Otter Clubs
We are delighted with the way our education work is progressing and with the
interest in the Team Otter website. Our plan now is to start Team Otter clubs around
the world to raise awareness of the species with children. Team Otter allows children
to feel a sense of ownership towards otters and their habitat and a sense of duty to
help protect them in the long-term. You will be part of the change; part of the change
that will help the long-term survival of otters, other species and the environment.
Why are we doing this?
One of the biggest problems facing otters is a LACK OF AWARENESS. People just
don’t know how important they are and the risk they face. More needs to be done
with otters, more needs to be known, and that is what our groups will achieve. We
are going to join together and learn all about the species of the world from one
another and we are going to help otters by raising awareness. Team Otter can run
events, including meetings to learn about otters, and raise funds for projects across
the world.

Want to start a club or be in a club?
Then contact IOSF’s education officer at ben@otter.org.
Ben is always happy to help and advise and give you
resources you can use in your club.

Next month I will tell you more about the Team Otter
clubs we have up and running so far.

BECOME AN IOSF LIFE SUPPORTER - OUR SUPPORTERS ARE ALWAYS VALUED
BY US as a crucial source of support for the work that we are doing, and those of
you that become life supporters are highly appreciated.
For a one-off payment of £350 you can become a Life Supporter and give your longterm commitment to help secure a better future for otters in the UK and around the
world.
We will send you a certificate showing your life supporter status and you will continue
to receive full updates in our newsletters, on all of the work that we are doing.
https://www.ottershop.co.uk/become-a-life-supporter-c2x9466694
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Obituary – Terry Holmes
IOSF was saddened to hear of the death of Terry Holmes on Shetland. Terry had
studied the otters on Shetland for many years and IOSF’s Paul Yoxon worked with him
on otter surveys at the oil terminal at Sullom Voe and on the Isle of Lewis. Here is a
personal message written by Liz, his wife.
Terry first became interested in otters due to his wife’s love of the beautiful charismatic
animal and what he didn’t know would take him on a different path in life away from
Industrial Chemistry to helping save these animals,
photograph them and help film crews from all around
the world film them without disturbance.
After leaving Yorkshire in 1989 and moving to Shetland
his notes and observations were second to none and he
got to a point where he could work out when he would
see otters by various means and also the otters got use
to him watching them. He watched so many mothers
and cubs for the 19 years that he lived on the island of
Yell.
Moving to our current home he learnt about the
animals that were in our vicinity and it was not long
before he was watching and photographing them.
His tracking skills were second to none and he had a
sixth sense for the animal.
Sadly the last few years after he retired from his business of tours and film crews as well
as environmental impacts for developments, his arthritis and latterly his heart condition
slowed him down and he was confined to the car for his photography but he still
managed a hell of a lot from what he called his mobile hide.
He was named The Otter Man in Shetland for many years and his wealth of knowledge
will be sadly missed as well as the person.
Hopefully his diaries written over the years might help someone do a PhD based on the
wealth of information there.
Terry Holmes will be missed by many people for his love and passion for an animal that
is rarely seen.
6th June 1951 – 2nd January 2019

Otter Oscar Winners

Last month we announced the Otter Oscar Award winners, and promised
photos of the recipients this time. Although we do not have pictures of everyone, as yet,
here are a few of them with their awards. Congratulations!
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http://otter.org/Public/News_OtterOscars.aspx

News in Brief
Otter in Gibraltar
Gibraltar has its first official record of an otter. Spraint sites have been seen across
the area and people have said they have spotted an otter but this is very rare.
However, the CCTV system at the Royal Yacht Club filmed an otter as it ran along the
jetty before slipping into the water. You can see the video in the following link:
http://chronicle.gi/2019/01/rare-otter-caught-yacht-clubs-cctv/

Do you live near Bedford and want to be an otter
spotter?
(Otter Spotter sticker from the Longholme Café: designed by Marisa
Straccia)

Longholme Boat Lake is now home to otters. Lake vegetation
has been cleared and there is a new incentive thanks to
Longholme Café. If you have been lucky enough to spot the
otters you can claim your otter spotter stickers from the
café.
https://www.bedfordindependent.co.uk/are-you-a-longholme-lake-otter-spotter/

Children helping monitor sea otter disturbance in California
Fifth graders from Mount Madonna School joined a Sea Otter Savvy programme to
monitor disturbance of the otter populations around Moss Landing. The children
were given the responsibility of monitoring who and what disturbed the sea otters
within the area.
This programme gives future generations the
opportunity to learn about the importance of
minimal disturbance to sea otters and other wild
animals, while raising the profile of the species. It
allows children to understand their own role in
the future of our environment and how important
we can be in maintaining wild animal
populations.

©Tabea Lanz

The pupils learned a lot from the programme such as the otters’ meticulous
grooming schedule and how any disturbance meant they had to begin it all again.
https://www.montereyherald.com/2019/01/24/scientist-gets-some-help-from-fifth-graders/

Smooth-coated otters in India
Population growth
Smooth-coated otters are on the rise in Krishna Wildlife Sanctuary. The first
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documented sighting of the species was in 2016 but now populations are believed to
be on the up. They have even spotted a mother with four cubs. A more thorough
study of the otter populations needs to be conducted to gain population estimates but
hopefully these sightings are something to build on.
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/andhra-pradesh/smooth-coated-otter-population-onthe-rise/article25974571.ece

Goa’s ‘otter island’
In the heart of Goa there is an island that is famed for its bird life. However, within
that is a haven for smooth-coated otters. Wild Otters, an NGO that researches otters
across India, has a base on Chorão Island that offers a nice homestay and the
opportunity to watch these beautiful creatures in their natural habitat.
Visit www.wildotters.com for more information.
https://www.cntraveller.in/story/goas-best-kept-secret-otter-island-chorao-panjim/

Study of impact of microplastics on otters in Arran
Glasgow University student Pablo Garcia is investigating the impact that
microplastics are having on marine life on Arran, focusing on otters. Pablo is looking
at spraint samples from the island, in the Firth of Clyde, to determine the impact it is
having on otters and their prey.
He is asking for assistance from
Arran residents to collect samples
and now has over 30 spraint
samples. He will investigate these
to determine how much
microplastic is present and look at
how this is entering the otter’s
diet.

©Edward Lewis

This will provide further
information on the impact that we
humans are having on the
environment and it is hoped that
conservation projects and amendments to policies can also benefit from the study.
We will keep you updated on Pablo’s progress.

Update on Kelp Extraction Issue
On 21 January the Scottish Crown estate Bill received Royal Assent and thus
became a formal Act.
This means that in future local authorities and communities will be responsible for
the management of Crown Estate lands, including the harvesting of kelp. This is an
important development to protect this special habitat for otters on the West Coast of
Scotland.
You can read more at https://twitter.com/ScotParl/status/1085235244960231426

Regular Giving... at your fingertips
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Product of the Month @www.ottershop.co.uk
Valentine’s Day is just around the corner, and we have the
perfect gift.
Our special Valentine Otter Adoption Gift Box is the
answer for the otter lover in your life.
You can choose which otter to adopt, and the gift
box includes chocolate hearts from Hotel Chocolate
and a free 2019 otter calendar.
The gift that will last.

Events

Visit our website to find out what might be happening in the otter world near
you.
Don’t forget, if you are aware of any otter-related events taking place, send us the details
(Title, time, date, place and cost (if applicable), and we will post it on our Events page.
http://otter.org/Public/Events.aspx

Thank you
Shetland Nature for your generous donation from your Just Giving event page,
Naturesave, and everyone who has generously donated over the past month.
We appreciate your support.

Otter Videos
There are many excellent videos of otters and this month we have four exciting
videos of otter activity, including one of our own.
Otter cam – sleepy young otter in holt, taken by Sarah-Jayne Cooper-White, of
Wildstream TV.
http://www.wildstreamtv.co.uk/wildstream-tv/otter-cam-sleepy-young-otter-in-holt/

Adorable footage shows otter enjoying a splash in the Water of Leith, Edinburgh
https://www.edinburghlive.co.uk/news/edinburgh-news/watch-otter-enjoys-splash-water15726725

A family of otters was caught on film near Huntly (Aberdeenshire) as part of a
project to highlight Scotland’s rich array of wildlife.
https://www.pressandjournal.co.uk/fp/news/aberdeen/1656596/family-of-otters-are-capturedon-camera-during-a-night-out-in-huntly/

And, of course, our own great footage taken
not far from Broadford – watch out for one of
the cubs doing a forward roll!
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7aV5MvNhcLM
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LEGACY - A LEGACY IS A GREAT WAY OF GIVING TO SOMETHING close to your heart and
every gift will make a difference. Have you ever thought of leaving something in your will to
charity? Please consider remembering the International Otter Survival Fund in your will and
help our work, protecting otters, to continue.
Including a legacy in your will ensures that your wishes are carried out, so it is important to
discuss this with your solicitor. You can stipulate a specific restriction for its use, but
remember that without restriction your legacy can be directed to where it is required most
urgently.
Should you choose to provide a legacy for the International Otter Survival Fund in your will,
we thank you and appreciate your support in this way.
This link http://otter.org/Public/HelpUs_Legacy.aspx will take you to our dedicated web page
concerning making a Legacy.

All photos are © to the name/s as indicated, otherwise ©IOSF
You can follow us on:
Annual Supporters’ Rates
UK and EEC Countries:

Adult:
Child:
Family:

£24.00 per year
£13.00 per year
£34.00 per year

Adult:
Child:
Family:
Life Membership (all countries):

£30.00 per year
£15.00 per year
£40.00 per year
£350.00

All other countries:

Have you enjoyed reading this
e-newsletter? Then please forward it to
someone else and spread the word.
If you are reading this for the first time and
would like to receive all IOSF mailings, click
here to sign up. Please be assured that we
will never pass on your details to any other
party and you will only ever receive emails
from us.
International Otter Survival Fund
7 Black Park
Broadford
Isle of Skye IV49 9DE
Scotland
Email: enquiries@otter.org
Tel/Fax: ++(0)1471 822487

Increase the value
of your gift to IOSF:

Discover Ways You Can Help
There are many ways in which you can
raise money and awareness to help the
otters in our Fundraising Pack or find out
what some of our supporters have done
over the years in the online newsletters.

Join our IOSF mailing list. Click on this link:
http://tinyurl.com/p3lrsmx
www.otter.org

The International Otter Survival Fund
Working to Save the Worlds Otters
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