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Creating More Awareness in African Fishing Communities
(photos: William Mgomo)

The “conflict” between otters and fishermen is a worldwide issue and the best
way to work to resolve it is to work with the fishing communities and to understand
each other’s points of view. It is obvious that otters do take fish and those of us who
care about otters have to understand what impact this has on people’s livelihoods.
In Africa there have been two projects on this – one in Tanzania and one in Kenya.
Our good friend, William Mgomo, attended our Tanzanian workshop in 2015 and
since then he has done a lot of positive education work both in schools and with the
fishermen of Lake Nyasa, Tanzania. In this way he can get over the importance of
otters in the ecosystem to a wide audience of the community.
In February of this year he went to talk with 34 fishermen from Linda Beach and three
primary schools. He was pleased to find that the fishermen seem to have little problem
with otters destroying their fishing nets and they were interested to hear move about
otters and their behaviour. They were also interested to hear about the eco-tourist
benefits of otters in Lake Nyasa.

In the schools he talked to a total of 615 students and 9 teachers at Mbamba Bay,
Chinula and Ndengere primary schools. He stressed the role of otters in the ecosystem
and the importance of preserving our environment.
William said:
“Through the programme of raising awareness in the community especially with
school kids it has a great impact on society because they are the leaders and parents of
tomorrow. So if we invest in schools, especially primary schools it will be much better
because many of them stop at primary and there are less who get the chance to
continue with secondary school education. Education is very important to the
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community and it has a great impact on conservation.
People have started to change their negative mind toward Otter. Now the message of
Otter is spread to fishermen and fish farmers because they sometimes call me when
they see Otter from their area or any incidence concerning Otter.”

In Kenya, Peter Nyamenya, who also attended the Tanzanian workshop, has been
co-ordinating a survey of different groups of people on Lake Victoria to discover more
about their knowledge and attitudes towards otters. Those surveyed included fish
traders, Beach Management Unit (BMU) officials, university students, fishermen and
research scientists at three research institutions.
The results showed that most of the people directly associated with the lake are
acquainted with otters and see them regularly, which is not really surprising. Fishermen
reported that the otters affect their catch by taking the same fish and they also hunt in
their fish ponds. So they are hunted. Asked whether otters were important and should
be conserved, all the fishermen below the age of thirty responded that the animal is not
important and should be hunted when spotted, while among the older fishermen only
14% appreciated the animals. Otters, in the region, are taken for food and are also used
in various traditional medicines.
Among the research scientists, only two had seen an otter, one of which was from
Sangoro aquaculture station. University students at Kisii University, Aquatic and
Fishery Department were also interviewed and none of them knew of otters but this
could be partly due to the distance of the university from Lake Victoria. Not only had
none of them heard of otters but they did not even recognise the animal when shown a
picture.
It was evident from the study that the majority of people in the country do not know
otters, unless their livelihood is based around the lake. However, it also revealed that
although there is little conservation awareness, in some areas like Dunga beach, there is
already serious consideration of saving the otter.
It is therefore important to create more awareness of otters, particularly among young
people and this will lead to more practical conservation.
A full report on this Kenyan project will appear in Issue 5 of OTTER, the IOSF Journal.
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BECOME AN IOSF LIFE SUPPORTER - OUR SUPPORTERS ARE ALWAYS VALUED
BY US as a crucial source of support for the work that we are doing, and those of
you that become life supporters are highly appreciated.
For a one-off payment of £350 you can become a Life Supporter and give your longterm commitment to help secure a better future for otters in the UK and around the
world.
We will send you a certificate showing your life supporter status and you will continue
to receive full updates in our newsletters, on all of the work that we are doing.
https://www.ottershop.co.uk/become-a-life-supporter-c2x9466694

High Altitude Otters

There has been a series on television recently about “Mighty Rivers” by
Jeremy Wade. In it he investigates the health of these rivers and looks for some of the
biggest fish found in the world, which are rapidly disappearing. He has been to the
Danube, Ganges, Mississippi, Amazon and the Zambezi and in the latest episode he
visited the Yangtze, following it up to its source at 4,500m (15,000 ft) on the Tibetan
plateau.
What intrigued us was that he said that the oxygen levels in the water are very low, just
as oxygen in the air is less. This means that there are less fish and, in fact, there are only
two small types of fish found here.
And yet we know from meeting with He Bing at our China workshop in 2016 that otters
are present at great altitudes in the Himalayas. He Bing works on the Snow Leopard
Guardian Project in the Tien Shan Wusu Field Station in Tibet and he has recorded
signs of otters at 4,200m (nearly 14,000 ft). So we contacted him to ask about this.
Bing replied:
“It’s true. The oxygen is generally <60% compared to the sea level; the altitude is
higher, so the oxygen is less. The highest altitude that otters were found up to now is
around 4,200m, where fish species are few but biomass is OK.
And you may know that Tibetan people don’t eat fish, which allows otters to survive.”
Otter footprints on the Tibetan
Plateau ©He Bing

Isn’t that fascinating!

Bing has some
amazing photos and
video of snow leopard
on his Facebook page
so check it out (search
Bing HE).
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Phnom Tamao Wildlife Rescue has a New Otter
Phnom Tamao has a lot of otters in their care, mostly smooth-coated and one
hairy-nosed, but in December they received a young Asian small-clawed otter. The
animal was reported anonymously through Facebook and the Wildlife Rapid Response
Team quickly responded. They confiscated the otter from a local community living
beside Katieng waterfall in Rattanakiri province and took it to the Centre.
Nick Marx, the Director of Wildlife Rescue and Care Programmes at Phnom Tamao, told
us: “This is only the second time we have rescued this species. During the last 3
months we have had 761 new arrivals through confiscation or donation, including this
Asian small-clawed otter.”
Young Asian smallclaw otter
©Diana J Limjoco

Courageous Otters Claim their ‘Turf’

This amazing photo was taken by Ashit Choudhary, a professional photographer
but only a hobby wildlife photographer, who lives in Kota, Rajasthan, India.
He gave us the following description as to how he got this wonderful image:
“Crocodile was resting/basking and all of a sudden I heard Smooth Coated Otters
sound. They were approaching to this big giant crocodile, almost 4 times the otters’
size. I kept my patience and waited there only to see, if they will be crossing the
crocodile. All of a sudden, one of the otters started grabbing the giant tail and started
annoying him. He tried to wake him up and wanted to move him out from his
territory. The sequence is all about how a small animal dares to mess with a big
crocodile. The otters were absolutely fearless.”
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We have personally seen otters taking conger eels as prey, which are huge strong fish.
This has given us even more respect for otters as they only have their teeth and jaws to
hold the eel as they bring it to shore.
But these otters are taking it to another level. They clearly aren’t after the crocodile for
prey but want to move it away from their territory, perhaps to protect young.
Otters are such wonderful creatures and can always do something to surprise and amaze
us.

Team Otter

Join our Team Otter Clubs
The first news of the Team Otter Club projects
comes from Montenegro. The newly formed “Team
Otter” or “ZaPazi Vidru” (which means “Observe Otters” in
the Montenegrin language) has held educational workshops
in six municipalities across the country.
These took place in elementary schools that are adjacent to
known otter populations. 160 children attended and Team
Otter groups were formed in all the schools. They are now
planning to participate in the IOSF World Otter Day on 29
May 2019 by creating artwork, literature and anything else
that is related to otters, their habitat and their conservation.
These workshops were led by educators from NVU "Living Green" and the Agency for
Nature and Environment Protection. The project and educational workshops were
supported by IOSF and
Oklahoma ZOO
Botanical Garden.
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Otter Emoji
The emoji we have all been waiting for is coming. The
otter along with a number of different new emojis will be
available at some point during 2019 and we can’t wait!
https://www.discoverwildlife.com/news/animal-wildlife-emojis-2019/

News from The Sanctuary

February has been a very mixed month for weather with freezing cold at the
beginning followed by very mild weather later on. Indeed on a TV station one
day it was announced that Kyle of Lochalsh was the warmest place in the UK! But the
best news is that there hasn’t been so much rain and this is making it a lot better for
both the otters and ourselves.
We are now preparing for the release of Aeris and Beatha. Although they are slightly
older than the usual age, we cannot release animals in the middle of winter as it will be
so hard for them to survive. They still squabble over the fish and one will nip out and
snatch a fish while the other is distracted.
Mel – “just leave me alone... please”

Mel is also getting closer to his freedom although he is that bit younger than the other
two. Still as secretive as ever we manage to get odd glimpses of him when he comes out
thinking there is no-one there.
Oscar2 – in his cosy snug

Oscar 2 is getting bolder and comes out for
his fish. He is a very messy animal and
rather than making a nice warm bed for
himself he likes to spread his hay
everywhere!
Little Karma is no longer quite as little. We
moved her outside into a pen next to Oscar
and when we weighed her she was a
magnificent 2.5kg. Which is quite a
difference from the 900g when she arrived
during December.
As to the facilities, the base is now complete and we are waiting for the builders to
return to erect the building. Running repairs to the hospital are always needed and so
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on a recent calm day, Paul and Ben were up on the roof repairing an area of the ridge.
Karma – during her move to an outside
pen

If you would like to support our cubs in
the Sanctuary you can send a cheque
marked "Hospital" on the back or make
a donation online at www.ottershop.co.uk

GIFT AID IS A SIMPLE WAY TO INCREASE THE VALUE OF YOUR GIFT TO
IOSF - at no extra cost to you. If you pay tax in the UK, IOSF can reclaim
the basic rate tax (25%) on your gift. So, if you donate £10, it is worth
£12.50 to IOSF.
It is a simple process to sign up to Gift Aid - all you have to do is make a
Gift Aid declaration. If you are donating online, just select the “Yes”
option on the Gift Aid box on the donation form. Alternatively you can
download and print out the Gift Aid Declaration on page 13 of our
Fundraising Pack which can be found at:
http://www.otter.org/documents/IOSF_Fundraising_Pack.pdf

Product of the Month @www.ottershop.co.uk
Mother’s Day – Sunday March 31st
Adopt an Otter – e-card - gift donation
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Otters Barred from a Safe Road Crossing (photo ©Ralph Coutts)
Back in November we were contacted by Ralph Coutts of the St Vigeans
Conservation Network who was very concerned that an otter had been killed on the
road near his home in Arbroath, Scotland. It turned out that the culvert under the road
had been blocked with bars many years ago and so the otter could not travel underneath
the road.
Ralph had been watching and filming otters in Angus for many years and so he decided
to do something about it. He contacted us for advice and then went to his local council
with a plan to make the culvert accessible for otters once more. All it needed was to
simply remove some of the bars and erect some fencing to make sure the otters use that
route rather than crossing the road. The bars were presumably put in place to prevent
the culvert from becoming blocked by debris but as you can see in the photo below, it
could easily be opened a little at the side to allow otters through.
The St Vigeans Conservation Network is a small group of people who want to give back a
sense of pride to a local area of natural beauty and help to conserve, enhance and survey
the varied and (protected) wildlife and its habitat in the area. They welcome all
members of the surrounding community to join and help nature thrive in their
wonderful conservation area of St Vigeans.
Ralph said “Our group has raised
awareness to Angus Council of the
plight of these protected species and
they are responding with a promise
to make their culverts more otterfriendly.”
It is great to see the enthusiasm and
commitment of people like Ralph and
his Network. And this is being
recognised by the Council too. Derek
Wann said “Angus Council and the
community rely on people like Ralph
and his hard work and commitment
to making things better. Wildlife is
his big passion and we have an
abundance of that in Arbroath and
surrounding areas. I would like to
take this opportunity to personally
thank him.” Well said Mr Wann.
And we at IOSF would also like to thank Ralph. Not only has he made a great effort to
improve things for his local otters but he had a birthday fundraiser on Facebook which
raised a magnificent £465.19. Many thanks Ralph.
https://www.thecourier.co.uk/fp/news/local/angus-mearns/830385/angus-otter-road-crash-death-sparks-bidto-save-species/

Does Official Protection for Wildlife Really Work?
It is naturally assumed that if habitats are protected the wildlife will thrive,
but is this actually true?
In a recent study a group of researchers from the Center for Biological Diversity,
Oakland, California, looked into the effect of the United States’ Endangered Species Act
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(ESA) on 31 populations of marine animals. And the good news is that following the
protection given under the Act which was passed in 1973, 78% of marine mammals,
including sea otters, and 75% of sea turtles showed signs of an increase in numbers.
Of the sea otters, the Californian populations (southern sea otters) roughly doubled in
numbers. The southwest Alaska northern sea otters did not show a significant change in
population, but they were only listed in 2005 and so it is still quite early to recognise a
major change.
On the other hand, numbers of the endangered southern resident orca whales and
Hawaiian monk seals declined significantly after listing.
https://www.globalcitizen.org/en/content/sea-turtle-populationsincrease/?fbclid=IwAR3VEtH356ZHa1XLqXkMydd_pPjQbx0rQtLlaEi6gdyP0c2xJ5LvYivc4xQ

A full copy of the report “Valdivia A, Wolf S, Suckling K (2019) Marine mammals and
sea turtles listed under the U.S. Endangered Species Act are recovering” can be found at:
https://doi.org/10.1371/journal.pone.0210164

CORPORATE MEMBERSHIP - WHETHER YOU OWN A BUSINESS OR ARE EMPLOYED,
does the company have a green policy/ support conservation? Then perhaps the company would
like to consider becoming a Corporate Member with IOSF and supporting our work with otters.
You can find out more information on our website http://otter.org/Public/HelpUs_CorporateSponsorship.aspx

News in Brief

Reunited
Sometimes a cub is found alone and we have no idea where the mother is. We always
advise people to watch and see if she returns before picking up the youngster.
Watch here as a mother sea otter and her cub are reunited. In this case it was clear that
the mother was nearby and rescuers were able to reunite the two.
https://ksby.com/news/2019/02/05/sea-otter-pup-and-mother-reunited-in-morro-bay

Otter found under a bin
Otters are famed for being shy and elusive, so, what was this otter doing under a rubbish
bin near the University of Winnipeg?
The answer of course nobody really
knows. Nihal Bhullar, a local, spent a
good while observing the otter until it
was taken into care. It was playful and
did its best to evade capture before
eventually succumbing to efforts. Now
the underfed animal is being cared for
with a view to eventual release.
https://globalnews.ca/news/4943721/playful-riverotter-rescued-from-freezing-underneath-garbagebin-near-university-of-winnipeg/

Photo:
©Wildlife Haven Rehabilitation Center
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Otter v Heron: Battle for the eel
This otter was in for a bit of a surprise after catching an eel. After battling for its food, it
didn’t expect to be hounded by a heron in a heist attempt for the fish. After the otter
emerged triumphant onto the ice the heron quickly descended on the otter. Its
attempted getaway was all going to plan until it fell through the thin ice.
Thankfully for the otter it got away and into the vegetation and enjoyed its well-earned
meal. The heron on the other hand was left empty-handed (or beaked!).
http://www.deadlinenews.co.uk/2019/02/08/determined-otter-hangs-on-to-eel-dinner-despite-aerial-attack-byheron-and-falling-through-ice/

Otter found dead in crayfish trap
An otter has been found dead in an illegal crayfish trap in a park in Grantham,
Lincolnshire, UK. Police are appealing for any witnesses or anyone with potential
information that can help with the case. Crayfish trapping is illegal within this stretch of
water. It is also an offence to kill an otter, either on purpose or through careless means.
This is a very sad case and hopefully raises awareness of the dangers of using these traps
and the repercussions it can have on otters and other wildlife.
https://www.granthamjournal.co.uk/news/otter-found-dead-in-illegal-animal-trap-at-grantham-park9061703/

River otters making a comeback in Texas
North American river otter populations are increasing in Texas which means that the
pollution levels are declining and the environment is becoming cleaner. They are
reoccupying areas where they have historically lived and spreading into new areas.
Great news!
http://ktemnews.com/river-otters-are-making-a-comeback-in-texas/

Rescued otters return to the wild
Langly the sea otter is released into the Monterey Bay.
Two young sea otters have been released
Bill Hunnewell © The Marine Mammal Center / USFWS
back to the wild following a period of
permit MA101713-1
rehabilitation at The Marine Mammal Center.
Langly was found on a beach in California
after its mother had been attacked by a
shark. The mother unfortunately died
during the attack but Langly was strong
and unhurt. Great white shark attacks are
now believed to be one of the major causes
of death for sea otters as they are mistaken
for the shark’s main prey, i.e. seals and sea
lions.
During the rehab, Langly bonded with
another otter, Sprout, and they were both
released together. These otters will be monitored for a period of time to ensure their
release has been successful.
http://www.kazu.org/post/rescued-sea-otters-return-monterey-bay#stream/0

Sea otter genome study
The study of sea otter genomes is set to help in conservation efforts for the long-term
survival of the species. A sea otter at the Monterey Bay Aquarium, Gidget, sadly passed
away. But now she is at the forefront of these studies and she will continue to provide
information on sea otter otter genomes to help in conservation efforts.
After Gidget’s genome was coded, Annabel Beichman, who leads the study, was able to
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study the genes of other otters more quickly since she was simply identifying target
regions from Gidget’s sequence, rather than rebuilding the entire genome. She is also
studying the genomes of otters from before the fur trade by extracting DNA from
skeletal extracts. As has been much publicised, sea otters were hunted to the brink of
extinction at the height of the fur trade. The study will explore whether important
genetic information was lost during the fur trade or if there is still a large variety and
this information can be used to help the implementation of conservation programmes.
http://dailybruin.com/2019/02/18/genome-of-aquarium-sea-otter-to-contribute-to-research-conservationefforts/

Wildlife thriving in Chernobyl
Chernobyl is famed for the nuclear power-plant that exploded in 1986, decimating all
life around it, infecting its environment with unimaginable radiation and sending the
world into international chaos.
Now, it seems, life is recovering! Although radiation levels around the abandoned plant
are still too high for humans to return it seems that wildlife, including otters, have a
different opinion. The week-long camera trap study found that otters seem to be
thriving in the area, along with other wildlife. Using fish carcasses to encourage them
out of hiding these camera traps picked up a number of different semi-aquatic and
aquatic wildlife during the study.
This just goes to show that otters and other animals are far more resilient than we are!
A report on this study of otters in the Chernobyl region will be in the
forthcoming Issue No 5 of OTTER, the Journal of IOSF
https://www.dailymail.co.uk/sciencetech/article-6657305/Otter-spotted-Chernobyl-Exclusion-Zone-wildlifecontinues-thrive.html
Eurasian otter

Otters return to Calgary
River otters have been spotted in the Bow River in Calgary, Canada. While out for a walk
a witness spotted some movement in the water, which she initially thought was caused
by beavers. After closer inspection it turned out to be river otters.
Otters are extremely rarely seen in Calgary and these have certainly caught the public’s
attention. It is believed that the otters will eventually move to a more hidden and
reclusive area, but at the moment the people of Calgary are enjoying the views.
https://globalnews.ca/news/4989729/otter-sightings-calgary-wildlife-experts/
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Otter meteorologists
Plenty of people have tried different techniques to try and predict the weather but what
if all we needed were otters? We have all heard of different scales and measurements to
emphasise weather conditions but has anyone heard of the ‘Diablo Canyon Otter Scale”?
Well, the otters of Diablo Canyon (California) and surrounding areas seem to be able to
predict storms. The ferocity of a storm can be measured by how many otters come in to
shelter. John Lindsey, a columnist for The Tribune and Diablo Canyon marine
meteorologist said: “Over the decades, I can almost judge the ferocity of a future storm
by how many sea otters congregate in the marina. If it’s between five or 10 otters, the
storm will be moderate; if it’s 10 to 20 otters, the tempests will be strong; if it’s over 20
sea otters, the storm will be severe.”
How exactly these otters can sense a storm that is coming we don’t know, but it is
certainly very impressive!
https://www.sanluisobispo.com/news/weather/weather-watch/article226697139.html

Thanks
This month we send our thanks to the Craignish Trust, Judith Young (Otter
Conservation Center Inc, USA) and the Keith Bradford (deceased) bequest.
Also, we want to thank all of those who have made donations towards our work, whether
to help the otters in care or other projects.
We could not do it without you and appreciate everyone’s
support.

Raise FREE Donations... when you shop online. It’s simple and costs you
no more than your shopping. Visit one of our charity pages to discover how easy it is
for you to help otters even more:

https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/iosfund/
https://www.thegivingmachine.co.uk/caus
es/international-otter-survival-fund/

https://www.everyclick.com/iosf/info

Regular Giving... at your fingertips
Or text OTTER to 70085 to donate

Events
Visit our website to find out what might be happening in the otter world near
you.
Don’t forget, if you are aware of any otter-related events taking place, send us the details
(Title, time, date, place and cost (if applicable), and we will post it on our Events page.
http://otter.org/Public/Events.aspx
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LEGACY - A LEGACY IS A GREAT WAY OF GIVING TO SOMETHING close to your heart and
every gift will make a difference. Have you ever thought of leaving something in your will to
charity? Please consider remembering the International Otter Survival Fund in your will and
help our work, protecting otters, to continue.
Including a legacy in your will ensures that your wishes are carried out, so it is important to
discuss this with your solicitor. You can stipulate a specific restriction for its use, but
remember that without restriction your legacy can be directed to where it is required most
urgently.
Should you choose to provide a legacy for the International Otter Survival Fund in your will,
we thank you and appreciate your support in this way.
This link http://otter.org/Public/HelpUs_Legacy.aspx will take you to our dedicated web page
concerning making a Legacy.
All photos are © to the name/s as indicated, otherwise ©IOSF
You can follow us on:
Annual Supporters’ Rates
UK and EEC Countries:

Adult:
Child:
Family:

£24.00 per year
£13.00 per year
£34.00 per year

Adult:
Child:
Family:
Life Membership (all countries):

£30.00 per year
£15.00 per year
£40.00 per year
£350.00

All other countries:

Have you enjoyed reading this
e-newsletter? Then please forward it to
someone else and spread the word.
If you are reading this for the first time and
would like to receive all IOSF mailings, click
here to sign up. Please be assured that we
will never pass on your details to any other
party and you will only ever receive emails
from us.
International Otter Survival Fund
7 Black Park
Broadford
Isle of Skye IV49 9DE
Scotland
Email: enquiries@otter.org
Tel/Fax: ++(0)1471 822487

Increase the value
of your gift to IOSF:

Discover Ways You Can Help
There are many ways in which you can
raise money and awareness to help the
otters in our Fundraising Pack or find out
what some of our supporters have done
over the years in the online newsletters.

Join our IOSF mailing list. Click on this link:
http://tinyurl.com/p3lrsmx
www.otter.org

The International Otter Survival Fund
Working to Save the Worlds Otters
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