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World Wildlife Day 2019
On 20 December 2013 the United Nations General
Assembly proclaimed 3 March as UN World Wildlife Day
to celebrate and raise awareness of the world’s wild animals
and plants. In 2019 the theme was “Life below water: for
people and planet", which clearly includes otters.
Our Middle East co-ordinator, Omar Al-Sheikhly, told us that in Iraq this was the second
time their organisation, Iraqi Green Climate Organisation (IGCO), had participated and they
focused the event on Maxwell’s otter (Lutrogale perspicillata maxwelli). This is a separate
sub-species of the smooth-coated otter found in Iraq and named after Gavin Maxwell, the
author.
The event was held in the Baghdad Mall in
cooperation with the Saviours team for
Wildlife and Al-Chebaeish Ecotourism
organisation, in order to raise awareness of
wildlife conservation in Iraq.

This leads us on to …

IOSF’s World Otter Day 2019
Last year IOSF’s World Otter Day was a huge success and so this year we want to
make it even bigger and better. Again we have been able
to offer three grants of £100 to people planning events and
the closing date for applications was Friday 29 March. We
are currently deciding on the winners, which is always a
difficult task as there are so many people planning such
fantastic events.
All over the world people have such fantastic ideas to spread
the word about otters and their importance in our
environment. We have an interactive map to show you
where and what things are happening which you can find on
our website http://www.otter.org/Public/Events_OurCurrentEvent.aspx

1 of 11
British Animal Honours 2013
IFAW Animal Action
Wildlife Conservation
Award Winner 2012
Award Winner

www.otter.org
www.loveotters.org

IOSF Otter News No. 99, March 2019

We will add to this as we hear about more projects and get full details but things are
already planned in many countries including Australia, Ireland, Peru, Sri Lanka, Italy,
Poland, Germany, Finland, Sweden, Russia, Canada, USA, Guatemala, Gibraltar and the UK.
Gordon Buchanan, the well-known wildlife film maker and presenter, is taking part by
raising awareness through his
social media.
We hope you will find your own
ideas and inspiration on how you
can join in – do let us know so
that we can add you to the map.

IOSF World Otter Day 2019 Raffle
World Otter Day is on Wednesday 29th May. One of the ways you can support this is to
join in our raffle.
Here are some of the great prizes to be won:











An Otter Watching Day for two people on the Isle of Skye (for details visit
http://otter.org/Public/Events_OtterWatchingDays.aspx)*
A patinated cold cast bronze low relief sculpture by the artist David Burt
A Royal Crown Derby otter paperweight (boxed)
A Call For Nature otter t-shirt, designed by conservationist Mike Matthews
A bottle of Mossburn Speyside Blended Whisky from the Torabhaig Distillery, Isle of
Skye
A Border Fine Art figurine (pre-owned, not boxed)
A signed copy of "Otters of the World" by Paul and Grace Yoxon
An IOSF Otter Adoption Gift Box
An Oscar Junior plush toy by Dora Designs

* Does not include transport to Skye or accommodation
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For a chance to win one of these otterly delightful prizes, and to help IOSF secure a better future
for otters in the UK and around the world, please go to:
https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/grace-yoxon-raffle

Tickets cost just £5 each and are available from Grace’s JustGiving fundraising page. Make
sure once your donation has gone through, that you tick the box alongside “I'm happy to be
contacted by Grace Yoxon ". Justgiving can then share your contact details with us and we
can issue you with a ticket number. The last entries will be accepted on June 5th 2019 and
the draw will take place on June 6th 2019. All winners will be notified by email.
Good luck!
BECOME AN IOSF LIFE SUPPORTER - OUR SUPPORTERS ARE ALWAYS VALUED
BY US as a crucial source of support for the work that we are doing, and those of
you that become life supporters are highly appreciated.
For a one-off payment of £350 you can become a Life Supporter and give your longterm commitment to help secure a better future for otters in the UK and around the
world.
We will send you a certificate showing your life supporter status and you will continue
to receive full updates in our newsletters, on all of the work that we are doing.
https://www.ottershop.co.uk/become-a-life-supporter-c2x9466694

Otters Stolen From Sanctuary
On 25 February three North American River Otters named Sigmund, Nessy and Ned,
were stolen from the North Carolina Animal Ed.Ventures Sanctuary in North Carolina
(www.animal-edventures.org). Sanctuary workers found the entrance gate and animal enclosure
gate open which proves it was a deliberate act rather than an escape.
A spokesperson for the Sanctuary told the Charlotte Observer “River otters are some of the
rarest native wildlife in America, as their numbers have drastically reduced over recent
years due to deforestation along waterways where they normally thrive.”
(https://www.islandpacket.com/news/nation-world/national/article227172654.html)

Now this last comment, especially, made us
sit up and take note. The North American
River Otter is the only one of the 13 species
of otter which is regarded as having a
“stable” population – all the rest are
declining. Each year 50,000 of them are
killed for fur – LEGALLY (CITES figures).
IOSF has been commenting on this for many
years and pointing out the hypocrisy of
organisations, such as the IUCN Otter
Specialists Group, which stand up against
the fur trade in Asia but are not willing to
question this needless slaughter. They
argue that it is sustainable but here is the
first time we have come across anyone

The North American River Otter
©Karen James
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saying that numbers are actually going down.
We contacted the Sanctuary Director, Cory Freeman, and asked about this. She told us that
the main threat is the constant erosion of habitat which is leaving populations isolated. Of
course this is very true and it is the same for so many wildlife species. However, if
numbers are being reduced in this way, taking out 50,000 per year is clearly going to have
an impact.
In the UK it wasn’t the hunters which almost made the otter extinct – it was mostly
pollution. But if you add on loss of habitat and hunting, populations can rapidly disappear
as they did in the 1950s and 1960s.
We are working on finding more information on actual population figures in the USA – we
have been trying to get these figures for many years, but with the assertion that they are
going down, it makes it more urgent.

MORE THREATS OF CULLS IN AUSTRIA
You will remember that last year, the Austrian authorities permitted an otter “cull in spite
of the legal protection of otters in Europe and the fact that it was declared illegal by the
justice court in Lower Austria. In the end, 20 otters were killed and then it was suspended.
However, permission was also given to kill 43 otters in Carinthia and 23 were hunted with
a further 16 being killed in accidents. Fishermen in the County of Salzburg are also joining
in with calls for more otter killing, as are their neighbours in Upper Austria. In Upper
Austria there is already a “Fish Otter Management Plan which allows otters to be killed on
selected waters and Siegfried Pilgersdorfer, a fisherman there, said “We expect a thousand
otters in Upper Austria to be removed"!!
The media are also pushing this and one
headline on 2 March 2019 read
“Fishermen fight back against otter
plague”
(https://salzburg.orf.at/news/stories/2967594/).

Such sensationalism really doesn’t help
otter conservation or the fishermen
either, for that matter.
The Eurasian Otter in Austria
has been the subject of ‘legal cull’

Now there are plans for a conference in
May when members of the fishery
industry in Austria and Bavaria will meet with government officials. In November 2012,
IOSF held a similar conference in Edinburgh for people involved in fisheries and those
working with otters from throughout the UK. It is important to prevent the sort of
exaggerated comments and media reports as mentioned above and that means that the
true facts must be made available.
It is certainly a very worrying development and we have already contacted our colleagues
in Austria about this to find out more. We will keep you up-dated.
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Team Otter
Join our Team Otter Clubs
Our education visits and Team Otter work continue and
recently we visited Broadford Primary School, the closest
school to IOSF headquarters on the Isle of Skye. Our
education officer, who attended this school as a child, spent the
whole day there teaching all things to do with otters and the
environment. The children engaged with Ben as he spoke to
them all about otters, food chains, the environment and how
they can help. It was good to visit the school closest to us and get
them on board with what we do.
We also had an overwhelming number of kids interested in
joining a Team Otter club in our village and the plans are very much underway to making
that a reality. Keep your eyes on Team Otter for updates on Broadford’s Team Otter club.
We are working to have our children’s education pack translated into other languages and
it is now available for those in Montenegro, Croatia, Serbia, and Bosnia & Herzegovina. Visit
http://www.loveotters.org/441994154

News from The Sanctuary
The weather in March has turned wet again! Thankfully though, the otters are all
doing well. As mentioned in the previous newsletter, Aeris and Beatha are ready for
release and, as spring approaches, we should be able to do this soon. Hopefully by the next
newsletter we can report on a successful release! They are in great condition and are
certainly ready to go.
Mel is becoming more entertaining every day. Recently, when going to feed the otters, we
could see him swimming around with a stick in his mouth. Once his fish came he switched
the stick for a fish and headed back into the water to continue his game. On other days he
can be quite elusive and happier in his own existence hiding from us but he is healthy and
well!
One interesting development has been the arrival of a visiting wild otter. We first noticed
footprints outside Mel’s enclosure so set up a
camera trap to see more. The photos weren’t
very good but they did show the otter looking
in at Mel and we also found that a hedgehog
was passing through. The otter doesn’t appear
to have called for a couple of weeks so
presumably it has moved on.
Oscar2 and Karma continue to grow. Karma is
becoming more vocal and regularly performs
her ottery-choir before we are ready for
feeding her. She also has a taste for the
octopus we get from our local fishermen.
Karma investigating an octopus before eating it!
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And that brings us nicely on to otter number 6. Yes, since we last wrote, we have had a new
arrival in our sanctuary. He was found close to Ardgour, near Fort William, very cold and
semi-comatose. He spent a couple of
nights at the Crown Vets, Fort William,
who were able to administer fluids and
warm him up. He was then able to be
transferred to IOSF on Skye. Due to his
size, it was expected that he would feed
on fish, but after his arrival was only
interested in a more liquid diet of ‘fish
soup’ from a bottle. However, with some
careful attention and encouragement he
has since moved onto salmon chunks
and eating himself. He certainly is a
feisty one!
So far he doesn’t have a name but keep
an eye on Facebook for a chance to vote
on this!
If you would like to support our cubs in the Sanctuary you can send a cheque marked
"Hospital" on the back or make a donation online at www.ottershop.co.uk

Meet our latest otter in care...
is that a ‘high 5’?

GIFT AID IS A SIMPLE WAY TO INCREASE THE VALUE OF YOUR GIFT TO
IOSF - at no extra cost to you. If you pay tax in the UK, IOSF can reclaim
the basic rate tax (25%) on your gift. So, if you donate £10, it is worth
£12.50 to IOSF.
It is a simple process to sign up to Gift Aid - all you have to do is make a
Gift Aid declaration. If you are donating online, just select the “Yes”
option on the Gift Aid box on the donation form. Alternatively you can
download and print out the Gift Aid Declaration on page 13 of our
Fundraising Pack which can be found at:
http://www.otter.org/documents/IOSF_Fundraising_Pack.pdf

Product of the Month @www.ottershop.co.uk
We have these fun stationery items from Alex Clark which make great little gifts, or
additions to one of our otter adoption gift boxes.
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Meet Kalfu!
Here is Kalfu, a young marine otter that is being cared for by Chinchimen in Chile.
Chinchimen has a history of looking after young marine otters and the last was their
successful release of Changuita. Kalfu arrived with them just before New Year and at a very
young age, believed to be around 5 or 6 days old.
Kalfu continues to grow and has since moved to a larger enclosure and has regular visits to
the sea, as shown in the picture. Follow Chinchimen on social media to keep up to date with
how Kalfu is getting on.

Kalfu, the Marine otter cub
©Chinchimen

CORPORATE MEMBERSHIP - WHETHER YOU OWN A BUSINESS OR ARE EMPLOYED,
does the company have a green policy/ support conservation? Then perhaps the company would
like to consider becoming a Corporate Member with IOSF and supporting our work with otters.
You can find out more information on our website http://otter.org/Public/HelpUs_CorporateSponsorship.aspx

Raise FREE Donations... when you shop online. It’s simple and costs you no more
than your shopping. Visit one of our charity pages to discover how easy it is for you to
help otters even more:

https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/iosfund
/

https://www.everyclick.com/iosf/info
https://www.thegivingmachine.co.uk/c
auses/international-otter-survival-fund/

Regular Giving... at your fingertips
Or text OTTER to 70085 to donate
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News in Brief
Sea otter rock use
Most people are well aware that sea otters have a “favourite stone” that allows them to
crack into shells but, did you know that they also have ‘anvil rocks’ that they use? These
are large rocks that come above the water surface and the otters use these to crack open
shells, mainly mussels to be precise. For some reason they use the favourite stone largely
for clam shells but when they bring up a clump of mussels they use the big immovable
rocks to crack into them.
©April Severin

Using archaeological techniques it is possible to
determine shell breakage patterns on the rock from
that of other species, including humans. The otters
have a tendency to use ridges and points on the rock
to help crack into their shell, which makes sense.
Not only that but when the otter has removed the
tasty morsel of food from the mussel it drops the
A Sea otter (Enhydra lutris) cracking a shell
empty shell to the sea bed. Over time this can create
on a stone that it carries on its stomach
a pile of shells alongside the rock. Archaeologists
are used to finding shell “middens” formed by people but now it seems that otters also do
it.
These techniques can be useful when gaining data on the previous dispersal of sea otter
populations, before the massive decline during the height of the fur trade. By analysing
rock scratchings in line with other otter markings they can determine exactly where otters
previously resided.
https://www.heritagedaily.com/2019/03/sea-otters-tool-use-leaves-behind-distinctive-archaeologicalevidence/122844?fbclid=IwAR3gwB3P1x1YGMK1LxbEth6hpJ29pDfUn9OwdwRf9gvYw8dh7-E-kRJXNY4

More on otters in India
For the first time a family of otters has been observed in Haidarpur wetland in Hastinapur
Wildlife Sanctuary. Pressure had been put on officials to upgrade their attempts to clean
waterways and the presence of this family of otters shows that this may have worked.
Otters generally do not like to inhabit a place with unclean water and land environment so
the presence of this group is being seen as a positive for the whole area. The Forest
Department will continue to monitor this population and hope to find more.
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/meerut/in-a-first-otter-family-spotted-in-haidarpurwetland/articleshow/68455458.cms

Albino otter
Seeing an otter in its natural habitat is an undoubtable honour but imagine if that otter
turns out to be an albino. We have seen and heard
reports of albino otters before but these are
exceptionally rare. This is what happened to Russell
Parker in West Lothian who had heard rumours of
the white otter but his ‘heart skipped a beat’ when
he actually saw it with his own eyes.
It is important that this otter is left in his natural
habitat and in peace and thankfully West Lothian
Council has taken the decision not to divulge any
information on the exact locations.

Albino Eurasian otter ©Harry Hogg
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https://www.edinburghlive.co.uk/news/edinburgh-news/extremely-rare-albino-otter-spotted-16032927

In Issue 4 of IOSF’s Journal, OTTER, Rosemary Green published “A review of the distribution of
records of albino otters (Lutra lutra)”. Copies are available at the Otter Shop.

Protesters protecting otter habitat
Residents of Glasgow, Scotland, are fighting hard to protect a very important habitat for
otters, among other animals. The Kelvin Green River Corridor which is protected by law
(CDP7, SG7), is a safe passage between Kelvingrove Park and Glasgow Botanic Gardens for
many animals, including otters.
Despite knowing that they were not allowed to begin construction on a new building
complex, the developers carried on anyway. It took local residents to physically stand in
front of bulldozers to stop the work continuing. Well done to those brave and committed
people.
https://www.thepetitionsite.com/761/082/054/?z00m=31455812&redirectID=2846571551
https://www.eveningtimes.co.uk/news/17364503.otago-lane-protestors-halt-felling-of-trees-at-site/

Sri Lankan otters
Chaminda Jayasekara continues to monitor the otters at Jetwing Vil Uyana and is getting
some great video footage. Visit
https://www.facebook.com/chaminda.i.jayasekara/videos/10213969736654332/towatch!

Otters near Maidenhead
Evidence of otters has been found in Battlemead Common, a large green space that was
recently bought by the local council. It is the first time that otters have been spotted along
this area of the Thames. The site will remain closed to the public while more studies are
carried out to determine what other species are there, such as barn owls. An ecology study
will be carried out in the spring to try and understand the biodiversity within the area.
https://www.maidenhead-advertiser.co.uk/gallery/bowls/142195/evidence-of-otters-and-unique-wildlifefound-in-110-acre-green-space-between-maidenhead-and-cookham.html

Illegal hunting of otters in Illinois
An investigation into wildlife hunting in Illinois has found that 12 otters have been
unlawfully killed. Illinois has a harvest quota of five otters and some individuals were using
other permits to increase their limit. The person responsible has been charged the subject
for the unlawful taking of four bobcats, the unlawful taking of 12 otters and for
fraudulently using another trapper’s otter permit.
Let’s hope the punishment is severe to deter such actions. IOSF has long contested the
otter ‘legal’ trapping in the US and will continue to do so.
http://www.kfvs12.com/2019/03/21/subject-admits-harvesting-illegal-number-otters-bobcats-il/
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Thanks
Thank you to everyone who has given generously during March, your support is
greatly appreciated in helping our work continue.
We also thank our corporate members for their continued
support.

Events
Visit our website to find out what might be happening in the otter world near you.
Don’t forget, if you are aware of any otter-related events taking place, send us the details
(Title, time, date, place and cost (if applicable), and we will post it on our Events page.
http://otter.org/Public/Events.aspx

LEGACY - A LEGACY IS A GREAT WAY OF GIVING TO SOMETHING close to your heart
and every gift will make a difference. After your family, have you ever thought of
leaving something in your will to charity? Please consider remembering the
International Otter Survival Fund in your will and help our work, protecting
otters, to continue.
Including a legacy in your will ensures that your wishes are carried out, so it is
important to discuss this with your solicitor. You can stipulate a specific restriction
for its use, but remember that without restriction your legacy can be directed to
where it is required most urgently.
Should you choose to provide a legacy for the International Otter Survival Fund in
your will, we thank you and appreciate your support in this way.
This link http://otter.org/Public/HelpUs_Legacy.aspx will take you to our dedicated
web page concerning making a Legacy.

All photos are © to the name/s as indicated, otherwise ©IOSF
You can follow us on:
Annual Supporters’ Rates
UK and EEC Countries:
Adult:
Child:
Family:
All other countries:

Adult:
Child:
Family:
Life Membership (all countries):

£24.00 per year
£13.00 per year
£34.00 per year
£30.00 per year
£15.00 per year
£40.00 per year
£350.00
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Have you enjoyed reading this
e-newsletter? Then please forward it to
someone else and spread the word.
If you are reading this for the first time and
would like to receive all IOSF mailings, click
here to sign up. Please be assured that we
will never pass on your details to any other
party and you will only ever receive emails
from us.

International Otter Survival Fund
7 Black Park
Broadford
Isle of Skye IV49 9DE
Scotland
Email: enquiries@otter.org
Tel/Fax: ++(0)1471 822487
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Discover Ways You Can Help
There are many ways in which you can
raise money and awareness to help the
otters in our Fundraising Pack or find out
what some of our supporters have done
over the years in the online newsletters.

Join our IOSF mailing list. Click on this link:
http://tinyurl.com/p3lrsmx
www.otter.org

The International Otter Survival Fund
Working to Save the Worlds Otters
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