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Austrian Court Stops Otter Cull
This is great news.
On 25 June the plans for a second otter cull were overturned by the Austrian state
government (Landesverwaltungsgericht NÖ). This followed complaints by WWF and
support from various organisations,
of course including IOSF.
Now there are plans to examine the
situation regarding otters more
closely. The latest surveys suggest
that otters in Lower Austria have
continued to increase, and figures
are quoted of 800-1,100 animals.
However, of course we know that
these are based on spraint surveys
and these can give no indication of
numbers.
Naturally fishery people are worried about it but they are now working on quadrupling
prevention measures such as fences and compensation. There are also concerns about other
protected native species such as brown trout and freshwater pearl mussels, but in a
balanced ecosystem they should all be able to co-exist.
Christina Wolf-Petre from WWF, said “We understand the concerns of pond farmers and
fisheries associations, so we need up-to-date and sustainable solutions that both protect
species and help those affected. So far, Lower Austria is lagging behind European standards
and international standards. On the one hand, the state government must establish a legally
compliant otter monitoring system and provide financial means for prevention and
compensation, on the other hand, it must further improve the ecological status of rivers at all
levels”.
https://www.heute.at/oesterreich/niederoesterreich/story/Fischotter-Bescheid-von-Gerichtaufgehoben43144181?fbclid=IwAR10pZalGaTFMQZ5RwNJmbzN7eUIvaIHttWUNejo7GIHAJhVMmL6DKFRUUU

The possibility of more otter culls is extremely worrying. At a recent meeting in Germany of
the Oberpfälzer Fischereitag, fishermen were complaining that catches were down and they
implied that this was due to the increase in otters, although they agreed that cormorants
were also a problem. They also pointed out that some of the rivers were badly silted so fish
like trout had difficulty spawning. Again we are back to a balanced ecosystem. These
species have co-existed for thousands of years – long before the fishermen came along. And
has anyone asked if the number of fishermen has increased so that this could be adding to
the problem?
https://www.onetz.de/oberpfalz/groebenstaedt-moosbach/fischer-fordern-klare-massnahmen-gegenotterid2803528.html?fbclid=IwAR3_bavQvDUWgpi9V541DWzpxfoTlF7dKdf5TH8rvvVcqNhCnV0BCzzHjmY
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As we mentioned in the May e-update, the Eurasian otter is increasing to some extent in
Europe, but this is only because we decimated populations in the first place by hunting and
polluting the environment. It is time fishermen realised their responsibility to the
environment and wildlife and don’t always blame fish-eating species for their problems. Of
course, there are responsible fishermen but the industry as a whole has to step up.

Otter Project, Bangladesh (PHOTO: Otter Project Bangladesh)
We were recently contacted by Zahid Shashoto from the Otter Project Bangladesh.
They have just carried out a project on the “Status, Distribution and Threats of Otters in
Bangladesh” funded by the Explorers Club.
The aim of the project was to obtain baseline data of smooth-coated and Eurasian otters
from the northeast to central northwest part of Bangladesh. Such data is needed for
conservation management. They also wanted to investigate the changes in otter distribution
by analysing geographical, historical and survey data and gain better knowledge of the
community perception toward otters.
The project involved field work looking for secondary signs of otters (spraints, footprints,
holts, slides, damaged fishing nets and half-eaten fish). They also carried out a social survey
using a questionnaire with the community.
Zahid told us:
“Our research was focused on smooth coated and Eurasian otters of Bangladesh both of which
are Critically Endangered here.
During our survey we came across
a village in the Haor region, who
reported that they used to hunt
three types of otters 20-30 years
ago. We showed them pictures of
various otter species and they have
correctly identified three otter
species: smooth coated, Eurasian
and small clawed otters. They even
provided information on the diet
variety of each otter species, and
mentioned that Eurasian otters had
a more wide range of diet and their diet included rats, small birds etc, which as per my
understanding matches with Eurasian otters. They even mentioned that unlike other otters
Eurasian otters mostly roamed alone.
Other than this I found people reporting about otters that used to live alone near ponds, and
small lakes, indicating Eurasian otters. But most of the reports were at least 15-30 years ago.”
During their field survey they did find footprints and spraint of smooth-coated otters at
Rajshahi. Otters were known to be present by the locals but the first published sighting of
otters was in a newspaper article by Rahman in 2016 (Photo above). Overall they estimate
that there are about 50-60 individual otters in the study area.
We are hoping to have more detailed information published in a paper in next year’s
Journal.
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Otters Found In Tunisia (Photo: Med Amine/Tunisian Association for Wildlife)
In 1982 it was reported that otters were common in the northwest of the country but
there have been a lot of changes in the area with increased road traffic and the
waterways are now more polluted. No national field survey had ever been undertaken and
information on the status of the population of Eurasian otters is rare over the last 36 years.
So a team from the Tunisian Association for Wildlife began a study at 35 sites where otters
had previously been recorded. Out of these sites positive otter signs were only found at two
localities. On 16 February the team,
accompanied by the film director Med Amine,
were on the road to Nefza when they found a
dead otter near El Barrak’s dam. Although
obviously sad, this is the first digital proof of the
presence of this species in Tunisia! Samples have
been taken for genetic purposes.
A paper on this work in Tunisia is being
prepared for the next issue of the IOSF Journal.
A documentary is being produced by Med Amine
showing the work of the team in search of otters and a trailer can be found on their
Facebook page (Association Tunisienne De La Vie Sauvage).

Sea Otter News
Genetics
A study into the genetics of sea otters has led to the belief that they have low genetic
diversity which could threaten their long-term survival. The sample was taken from Gidget,
an otter at Monterey Bay Aquarium and together with UCLA they carried out the first genetic
study of otters in the area.
The problems associated with low genetic diversity come when a population is breeding. For
example, if a population is all genetically similar and a disease epidemic was to happen. In
normal circumstances, large populations with high genetic diversity would have some
individuals that are immune to that disease. Whether this becomes a problem for sea otters
remains to be seen as it is unknown whether they have always had a low genetic diversity or
whether this was due to their near-extinction during the fur trade.
Otters are a relative new comer to the marine world having been around for 3 to 5 million
years, rather than whales and dolphins which have been around for 10 times longer. This
means that genetic diversity will need to be studied further to determine its eventual impact
on the long-term survival of the species.
http://dailybruin.com/2019/06/24/first-comprehensive-study-on-otters-reveals-low-geneticdiversity/

An answer to a Sea Otter conservation mystery?
Until their exploitation by the fur trade, sea otters occupied much of the Pacific coast from
Mexico to Japan. Years of hunting for nature’s thickest fur catapulted them to the threat of
extinction and fragmented populations. One population that was greatly affected was on the
Oregon coast where, in the early 1970s, a reintroduction process was attempted. 93 otters
from the Aleutian Islands of Alaska were transported down and released off the coast of
Oregon.
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The otters stayed for a few years but started disappearing and by 1981 the otters off the
Oregon coast had all disappeared. There were many theories as to why this had happened
but none gave a comprehensive
answer until recently. Hannah
Wellman, a PhD candidate in
archaeology at the University of
Oregon, has begun a study into the
physiological and genetics of sea
otter populations, comparing that of
former inhabitants off Oregon and
the Alaskan sea otters.
Although both populations are the
same species the study has provided
evidence that they have physical
differences adapted to survive in
their respective surroundings. The
Alaskan sea otters have much larger
teeth than those that used to occupy
©Shari Surner Photography
the Oregon coast and those
currently off California, a difference that may have created problems during the
reintroduction in the 70s.
Perhaps any future reintroduction plans should consider the southern sea otters as a viable
option given their physical similarities. However, Robert Bailey, of the Elakha Alliance, an
organisation that is leading plans for a reintroduction is in no rush to release any otters and
believes that it is important to understand what went wrong in the initial reintroduction
before proceeding with a new one. A very wise approach.
https://www.hakaimagazine.com/news/otter-bones-provide-a-clue-to-an-enduring-conservationmystery/

Monterey Bay
Monterey Bay in California is home to a wide variety of amazing marine wildlife with the
most famous of its residents being sea otters. But a worrying find has been the discovery of
something that wildlife conservationists are very concerned about, microplastics.
Researchers have found three rather disturbing facts related to Monterey Bay and
microplastics:
1. There are microplastics at every depth that was tested, some with concentrations
higher than that of the Great Pacific Garbage Patch.
2. The plastics that were tested were weathered and not from fishing nets, suggesting
that they have been floating in the ocean for some time
3. And perhaps most alarming, every species that researchers tested, from every level of
the food chain, was full of microplastics.
They also studied depth in relation to plastic density. Where we may believe that the
majority of the plastics are found on the water surface this is actually not the case and
plastics were found in abundance at all depths that were researched. These plastics will
have a major impact on the complex ecosystem of Monterey Bay and the local residents, such
as sea otters, will be greatly impacted.
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©(SURFRIDER)[vincentshaymedia
Sea otter with plastic bottle

Unfortunately, what is evidently clear now, is that there are few, if any, places on earth that
are unaffected by microplastics. With winds and ocean currents our seas and oceans are
loaded with plastic and we need to make a change before it is too late.
It is time to make a difference and reduce our plastic use!
https://www.wired.com/story/monterey-bay-microplastic/

More on Plastics
We are all aware of the problems concerning plastics and we have certainly had
incidents where otters have been caught in plastic litter, such as Kyle (below) who had a
cable tie around his neck. His injuries were horrific as the cable tie had cut deep into his neck.
However he was lucky as the vet was
able to remove it and once he had
recovered he was released back safely
into the wild.
On the positive side we have heard
that fishermen want to be a part of
the change
Many people may believe that
fishermen are having a big impact and
are a major problem in our battle to
reduce plastic pollution in our oceans.
However, they, more than most, can
see the impact the human race is having on our oceans and they want to be part of the
change to reduce litter in our waters. Fishing nets, rope and other fishing items are well
known to cause marine wildlife problems. This is something that needs to be addressed and
they are keen to do this.
Fishing for Litter (FFL) has been running since 2005 and works with fishermen to encourage
them to collect plastic when they are at sea and return it to land. They now have countless
fishermen signed up and keen to change the way they work to reduce plastic entering the
oceans too.
https://www.zmescience.com/ecology/pollution-ecology/fishermen-want-cleaning-plastic-22062019/

So let’s take their example and help to reduce the plastic problem:
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Avoid plastics when doing your shopping
Don’t use single use plastic especially bottled water – take a bottle with you and refill
it.
Don’t buy coffee in throw-away cups
You can buy water bottles and reusable coffee cups at The Otter Shop
(www.ottershop.co.uk)




Encourage others to do the same
You can even help by removing plastics that you see littering your area, but always be
careful that you are doing this safely.

If each one of us takes some of these simple steps we won’t stop the problem but we can
certainly help to reduce it.

GIFT AID IS A SIMPLE WAY TO INCREASE THE VALUE OF YOUR GIFT TO IOSF - at
no extra cost to you. If you pay tax in the UK, IOSF can reclaim the basic rate
tax (25%) on your gift. So, if you donate £10, it is worth £12.50 to IOSF.
It is a simple process to sign up to Gift Aid - all you have to do is make a Gift Aid
declaration. If you are donating online, just select the “Yes” option on the Gift
Aid box on the donation form. Alternatively you can download and print out
the Gift Aid Declaration on page 13 of our Fundraising Pack which can be found
at:
http://www.otter.org/documents/IOSF_Fundraising_Pack.pdf

News from The Sanctuary
Last month’s e-update was devoted to World Otter Day so it is time to bring you up to
date with Oscar 2 and Karma.
Karma has now moved into a bigger enclosure which she is really enjoying. She especially
loves the pool and sometimes hides in there when we go up to feed, just peeking out to see if
we have left the food and gone. When she does get her food she takes it to the bank of the
pool to eat. She looked particularly gorgeous the other day as she was completely dry and
fluffy.

Karma... looking good and enjoying the weather
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Oscar2 is nearing release and we are working on the
location and date. He still has his funny habit of arguing
with himself in his sleeping box but there doesn’t seem to
be any connection with new bedding. I also caught him
lying on his back playing with his drinking bowl – just like
you see in videos when they play with stones.
Unfortunately his games were so vigorous that he
managed to break the bowl and so we have had to give
him something less fragile – and less interesting to him!
In May we told you about Juggles the juvenile otter, who
was hiding
Oscar2
under a
cupboard in
the kitchen of
Karma
a house near
Dingwall.
Fortunately all she needed was a bit of time and
food and she is now back safely in the wild.
We are delighted to say that the new facilities
are almost ready for their first occupants. We
just have some minor things to finish and then
they are open for business! Here are a couple of
photos showing the outdoor run and pool and an
otter’s eye view from its sleeping box!

Thanks again to everyone who contributed to make
the plans a reality.

If you would like to
support our cubs in
the Sanctuary you
can send a cheque
marked "Hospital"
on the back or make
a donation online at
www.ottershop.co.uk
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Donate to IOSF
https://www.ottershop.co.uk/donate-to-iosf-c2x11601155

Please support IOSF and help to ensure that
important conservation and awareness work
continues.
UK taxpayers:

Team Otter (photos ©Frank & Mary DePaolo)
While 8 and 9 years old Annie, Lula, Clara
and Sky were finishing up the last week
of the school year as 3rd Graders they
were learning about different animals. They
all fell in love with otters and wanted to help
them when they learned their history and
that they were endangered. They thought of
doing a fundraiser and sold homemade
bookmarks, posters, slime, otter balloons,
otter cupcakes, cookies and thank you cards
to raise funds as a donation for IOSF. They
said they chose us as we are the largest
organisation to help otters.
On Saturday, July 13th at 9:30am they gathered at Annie's
dad Frank DePaolo's eyewear store, Successful Vision
(svbshop.com) in Pelham, New York, and started their
fundraiser. They stayed for over 8
HOURS and raised over $300! Over
100 people came from the
community to help support these
girls and they loved every minute
of it.
When the time came to donate the
money to IOSF they realised that
there was an option to adopt an
otter, which was a no brainer!
They all purchased an adoption
package under their own names and donated the rest of the
money to IOSF for the care of baby otters.
They loved the process so much they want to continue to hold fundraisers for otters as well
as other endangered animals in the future!
Everyone at IOSF would like to take the opportunity to thank Annie, Lula, Clara and Sky for
their efforts to help otter conservation.
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IOSF Bringing Otters to Our Future Conservationists
On 26 and 27 June IOSF's education officer, Ben Yoxon, continued our education visits
by heading to Ullapool to see the Ullapool Sea Savers (USS) and Badcaul Primary
School. Ben spent one evening
talking to USS all about otters,
the different species, the
environment and much more.
Ullapool Sea Savers won an
IOSF Otter Oscar in 2018 for
the work they did in relation
to preventing the kelp

dredging on the west coast of Scotland.
The following morning USS helped to run an
education workshop at Badcaul Primary School
with a few of them even taking part in the talk.
Following the visit to Badcaul Primary, USS and Ben
headed over by boat to Scoraig to check out some
field signs and make some plans for the future.
Watch this space!
Ben was so lucky with the weather, as you can see
from the photos.

Raise FREE Donations... when you shop online. It’s simple and costs you no more
than your shopping. Visit one of our charity pages to discover how easy it is for you to
help otters even more:
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/iosfund/

https://www.everyclick.com/iosf

https://www.thegivingmachine.co.uk
/causes/international-otter-survivalfund/

Regular and secure giving to IOSF and otter conservation... at
your fingertips.
Text OTTER 10 to 70085 to donate £10 (or change the amount to however much you
wish to give)

You can donate monthly via our partners at the DONR giving platform that
allows an easy and safe way method to give. This can be as little or as much as
you can afford. Visit https://www.donr.com/iosf to find out more.
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Help IOSF
There are lots of ways you can help IOSF – fundraising, buying goods and presents
from The Ottershop, passing on your e-update/Annual Report, and giving us information.
Here are three new ways you can help us:


The Kiltwalk is a chance to have a great walk with like-minded people and raise
money for charity.
And the special bonus is, that all you collect
will be raised by another 40% thanks to the
generosity of The Hunter Foundation. So IOSF
and otters will receive 140% of what you raise!
There have already been two Kiltwalks in Glasgow and Aberdeen. But there is still
time for you to take part in one of the two still to come:
- 18 August in Dundee
- 15 September in Edinburgh
This is a great opportunity for you to have a great day out and raise funds and
awareness for the otters.
So come on all you walkers – let’s get Kiltwalking!
Find out more at https://www.thekiltwalk.co.uk/



Pet Otters. As you know we are very concerned about the huge increase in people
wanting pet otters, particularly in Japan and south-east Asia. This is having a drastic
effect on wild populations and, of course, there are also problems concerning animal
welfare when the animals are not cared for properly. So if you see any otters for sale
either in markets or online, please pass on as much information as you can to us. This
is not restricted to these countries as we have come across online adverts for the sale
of otters in the US and Romania and no doubt there will be others. However, please
be careful if trying to take photos at markets as some people may not be keen to allow
this and may become aggressive.



Otter Shop outlets. We have a number of unique IOSF items of merchandise – coffee
cups, calendars, etc. If you know of an outlet in your area that may be willing to sell
these on our behalf please send contact details.

Many thanks.
https://www.otter.org/Public/HelpUs_WhatYouCanDoToHelp.aspx

Product of the Month @www.ottershop.co.uk
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Events
Visit our website to find out what might be happening in the otter world near you,
including:
The annual Conservation Evening event at Weymouth SEA LIFE Centre
Lodmoor Country Park, Weymouth, Dorset DT4 7SX
20 August 2019, between 6-9pm.
A great evening for all the family, supporting wildlife and conservation charities,
including IOSF.
Don’t forget, if you are aware of any otter-related events taking place, send us the details
(Title, time, date, place and cost (if applicable), and we will post it on our Events page.
http://otter.org/Public/Events.aspx

News in Brief
The Good
Edinburgh, Scotland
Otters have been spotted swimming in the centre of Scotland’s capital. The pair of otters
were seen frolicking in the Water of Leith at Dean Village.
https://www.edinburghlive.co.uk/news/edinburgh-news/otters-spotted-swimming-central-edinburgh-16389081

A rare albino otter has been seen once again in the River Almond. The otter was spotted in
Crammond on the outskirts of Edinburgh. It is likely that this is the same animal reported
earlier in the year.
https://www.edinburghnews.scotsman.com/news/watch-as-extremely-rare-albino-otter-is-spotted-inedinburgh-river-by-amazed-angler-1-4952845

Otter in the Water of Leith
©Charlotte

Madrid, Spain
Over to Madrid, the Spanish capital, where an otter has been spotted making its way up the
Manzanares River to Vicente Calderon, the former home of Atlético Madrid Football club.
Otters in the city are very rare due to high pollution levels in the rivers but a recent
waterway clean-up has proved successful. A biologist, who was walking along the river
installing bat boxes, spotted the otter in the river.
Populations of otters in Spain’s central region have decreased significantly over the past 50
years due to the large amount of industry in the area. Ecologists in Action, a local ecology
group, began a project to clean up the cities’ rivers in 2016 and it is obviously yielding
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positive results.
https://www.euroweeklynews.com/2019/06/24/otter-spotted-in-centre-of-madrid-travelling-up-themanzanares-river/#.XRHaE1RKi1s

The sighting of otters in these two capitals proves that both countries waterways have
improved significantly enough for otters to inhabit these areas. This means that the
environment is now cleaner, a benefit to all species.
... and The Bad
Canada
A North American River Otter has been fatally caught in an illegal fishing trap in Vancouver,
BC. A dog walker spotted a city official removing the otter near a park and he, along with
other onlookers found, this very upsetting. The trap which caught the otter is illegal under
fisheries law and conservation officers are appealing for more information.
https://www.vancouverisawesome.com/2019/06/12/river-otter-dies-drowning-illegal-fish-trap-bc/

Conservation officers are also
appealing for information after a North
American River otter was found dead
on the Montreal River having been
shot in the neck with a shotgun. Otters
are protected under the Fish and
Wildlife Conservation Act and may
only be legally harvested by licenced
trappers.

North American River Otter ©Karen James
©Karen James

https://www.northernnews.ca/news/localnews/mnr-investigates-shotgun-death-of-otter

Ireland
Three men have been charged over killing an otter that was found in a dumped bag in Co.
Waterford, Ireland. The three men were charged and fined for this, despite one claiming that
he had mistaken the otter for a fox!
Otters are protected by law in Ireland and possession whether dead or alive is illegal.
https://www.irishtimes.com/news/crime-and-law/courts/district-court/three-men-fined-over-killing-of-otterfound-dumped-in-bag-1.3936293
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New Video Translations
We have a number of resources available on our website which are all free to
download at https://www.otter.org/Public/MediaAndResources_Resources.aspx
The IOSF video is available in a number of languages - as well as English there is French,
Swahili, Chinese, Japanese, German, Spanish, Nepalese, Portuguese, Irish, Danish, Khmer,
Sinhalese. Soon we will be adding Montenegrin (to include Serbian, Croatian and Bosnian),
Italian and Arabic. We are very grateful to everyone who has carried out the translations for
us.
If you feel you would be able to translate it into a language not yet covered, we would be
very pleased to hear from you (enquiries@otter.org).

Thank You...
Nurtured by Nature, Hebridean Island Cruises and John Noorani, St Mary’s Charity,
Dutch Amerfoort Zoo and The Thistledown Trust. Also to Wolfgang Gettmann and all our
fantastic supporters who continue to care about otters.
Nurtured by Nature continue to support IOSF and has donated $4000 to help with the care,
rehabilitation and eventual release of 10 confiscated Asian small-clawed otters in Vietnam.
We will include more on this project in a later e-update.
Our friend, John Noorani, wrote a fascinating book on the history of the Hebridean Princess,
a former Caledonian MacBrayne ferry which was converted into a small luxury cruise ship.
It takes only 50 passengers and sails around many of the Scottish islands. The book has sold
out of its initial print run and the owners of the ship, Hebridean Island Cruises, have not only
donated the proceeds but match funded it to make a donation of £500. A new print run will
soon be done. Many thanks to John and the Company.

CORPORATE MEMBERSHIP - WHETHER YOU OWN A BUSINESS OR ARE EMPLOYED,
does the company have a green policy/ support conservation? Then perhaps the company would
like to consider becoming a Corporate Member with IOSF and supporting our work with otters.
You can find out more information on our website http://otter.org/Public/HelpUs_CorporateSponsorship.aspx
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BECOME AN IOSF LIFE SUPPORTER - OUR SUPPORTERS ARE ALWAYS VALUED
BY US as a crucial source of support for the work that we are doing, and those of
you that become life supporters are highly appreciated.
For a one-off payment of £350 you can become a Life Supporter and give your longterm commitment to help secure a better future for otters in the UK and around the
world.
We will send you a certificate showing your life supporter status and you will continue
to receive full updates in our newsletters, on all of the work that we are doing.
https://www.ottershop.co.uk/become-a-life-supporter-c2x9466694

All photos are © to the name/s as indicated, otherwise ©IOSF

You can follow us on:

Annual Supporters’ Rates
UK and EEC Countries:
Adult:
Child:
Family:
All other countries:

Adult:
Child:
Family:
Life Membership (all countries):

£24.00 per year
£13.00 per year
£34.00 per year
£30.00 per year
£15.00 per year
£40.00 per year
£350.00

Have you enjoyed reading this
e-newsletter? Then please forward it to
someone else and spread the word.
If you are reading this for the first time and
would like to receive all IOSF mailings, click
here to sign up. Please be assured that we
will never pass on your details to any other
party and you will only ever receive emails
from us.

Discover Ways You Can Help
There are many ways in which you can
raise money and awareness to help the
otters in our Fundraising Pack or find out
what some of our supporters have done
over the years in the online newsletters.

International Otter Survival Fund
7 Black Park
Broadford
Isle of Skye IV49 9DE
Scotland
Email: enquiries@otter.org
Tel/Fax: ++(0)1471 822487

Join our IOSF mailing list. Click on this link:
http://tinyurl.com/p3lrsmx
www.otter.org

The International Otter Survival Fund
Charity Number SC003875

Working to Save the Worlds Otters
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