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IOSF CHRISTMAS APPEAL
IOSF is launching a special Christmas appeal to raise urgent funds to enable us to extend our
vital otter conservation work.
The money raised will be used to support the
following:
Skye Sanctuary - The orphaned and injured
otters in care at our Skye sanctuary where, to
date, we have cared for over 210 otters.
Thanks to your help we now have excellent
new facilities and enclosures but funds are
always needed to cover food, vet bills, etc.
Team Otter - Increasing the number of children
involved, from around the world, in our Team
Otter education programme – we already have clubs in Montenegro, Bangladesh and the UK and
are working to establish clubs in Guyana, Mexico, Nepal and Indonesia. These clubs will be
connected with one another through IOSF’s Team Otter Facebook page and website. They will
also have the opportunity to learn about wildlife, cultures and environmental issues in other
countries through our pen pal programme.
Worldwide projects - Supporting research and conservation projects worldwide, for example in
Kenya, Nepal and Malaysia.
Guyana Otters - And in particular we want to raise funds to develop the research being carried
out at Yupukari, Guyana into the Giant and Neotropical Otters. We have seen first-hand how
valuable this work is as there is so little information about otters in Guyana, and without this
they are at risk.
It doesn’t matter how much you can give – it will all help. Every pound raised will go into the
care and conservation of otters.
You can donate to our Facebook Fundraiser https://www.facebook.com/donate/2471044673218220/, at
our Justgiving page https://www.justgiving.com/campaign/iosfchristmas or, at the Otter Shop
www.ottershop.co.uk. You can post your preference on the fundraising page after making your
donation, or select it on the Otter Shop.
And PLEASE, pass this on to your friends and family and SHARE.
We have had a tremendous response already to this appeal but it is not too late to give. With
YOUR support we can achieve so much more to save otters.
Thank you,
Paul Yoxon, IOSF
1 of 16
British Animal Honours 2013
Wildlife Conservation
Award Winner

IFAW Animal Action
Award Winner 2012

www.otter.org
www.loveotters.org

IOSF Otter News No. 106, November 2019

Donate to IOSF https://www.ottershop.co.uk/donate-to-iosf-c2x11601155
Please support IOSF and help to ensure that important
conservation and awareness work continues.
UK taxpayers:

GIANT AND NEOTROPICAL OTTERS IN GUYANA
The big news this month is of course about the recent training workshop held at the
Amerindian village of Yupukari. Guyana is an amazing country and is known as the “Land of
the Giants” with giant anteaters, anacondas, caiman, jaguar, harpy eagles and, of course, the
Giant Otter, but it also has the lesser known Neotropical Otter.
The journey from Skye was
very long and ended with a
two-hour drive over a dirt
track through streams and
over precarious bridges!
However it was well worth it
as the area has amazing
biodiversity and in addition to
the Giant Otters we saw so
Photo credit: Bridgette San Marco

many species of birds, black caiman, turtles, a 3toed sloth and a jaguar – something we never
expected to see!
This was our first workshop in South America
and we worked together with Save The Giants, a
community driven conservation organisation,
Photo credit: Bridgette San Marco
dedicated to preserving Guyana's wildlife via a
multi-disciplinary approach. Our previous workshops trained rangers, forestry workers, students
and government officials but this time the focus was totally on community. And it really was a
community event – with tiny babies and toddlers
coming with their parents.
We had three main aims:
1. To train local people in field techniques so they
can carry out regular surveys and get more
information on both species of otter.
2. To raise awareness of otters, their
conservation, and how a thriving otter
population will benefit all co-existing species,
including mankind.
3. To develop the existing wildlife club in the village and get more people to help run it,
linked to Team Otter.
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There were various presentations and discussions about the importance of otters in the
ecosystem and what can be done to conserve them and the whole wetland habitat. We also
discussed the problem of trade as Giant Otter cubs are also sometimes taken as pets.
Two villagers, Oswin Ambrose and Shannon Holland, spoke of their experience in ecotourism as
they understand the wildlife, the needs of local people, etc. If this is done carefully and in a
sensitive way it can provide more income for the community.
Quite a lot of time was spent on the river and trainees practiced their newly-learned techniques
in the field. We were delighted to spot a number of Giant Otters - one group of four including a
cub, and another group of two on the river, and also one group of five in the lake. However the
more elusive Neotropical otter evaded us. However we did find a holt and sprainting site at the
entrance to a small stream flowing into
the main river and camera traps will be
used here to get more information. Six
members of the community, including
four women, are keen to carry on with
the project and gather more data. It is
hoped that this will also encourage
future young women to take part in
science.
Ben, our Education Officer, worked with
Joe Sarvery from Para La Tierra and
Voces de la Naturaleza in Paraguay and
Save The Giants volunteers, to provide
an afternoon of activities for over 80 local children. Ben had taken letters from Broadford
Primary School and Ullapool Sea Savers Team
Otter clubs and the Yupukari children wrote
back and produced a poster showing Giant
Otters, anteaters and jaguars.
The community want to form a committee to
ensure that the project does not rely on just a
few individuals. Save The Giants have been
working in Yupukari for a number of years and
they now have an intern there to help.
Outreach will be extended to neighbouring
villages and the IOSF video will be translated
into the local language, Makushi. There are
also plans for an otter and wildlife festival around World Otter Day in 2020.
Overall, the workshop was a big success and it lays a strong foundation for future work on otter
conservation and indeed general wildlife and environmental conservation
Thanks to everyone who took part - the villagers, the trainers and the sponsors of the project
without whose help this could not have taken place:
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A more detailed report will soon be
available on our website.
Christina Ward, founded Save The Giants,
and joined us on the Guyana trip. She is
an artist and conservationist and sells her
artwork and merchandise in aid of
endangered species, including the Giant
Otter. Check out her website below to
see her amazing work and support the
Giant Otters:

https://www.colorsforconservation.com/shop/19045130/save-the-giants

IOSF Otter Oscars 2019
Each year IOSF asks for nominations for its “Otter Oscars”. These are for
people who have done something to help otters throughout the year and we
launched the awards in 2016 to ensure that those making a difference
received the recognition they deserved.
The category winners are as follows:
Children’s Award - Annie, Lula, Clara and Sky, USA
As the 4 girls were finishing up for the term they were learning about loads of
different animals when they fell in love with otters. They chose to do something
for otter conservation and raise support through selling homemade bookmarks, posters, slime,
otter balloons, otter cupcakes and cookies.
Young Person Award – Grace MacLean, Scotland
Grace put her passion towards wildlife and otters by raising awareness and support for otter
conservation through selling cakes and hot drinks at the home of Skye Camanachd shinty club.
Research – Suthar Akshit, India
Suthar Akshit has worked on finding more information on the illegal trade in Gujarat, India,
specifically concentrating on the Smooth-coated otter. He has gathered information on the
trade and helped encourage law enforcement within the area.
Community Development – Heidy Davis, Otter Patschel Team, Brueggen, Germany
Heidy and her team have raised awareness across Germany with otter talks, education stands
and press releases. They also spend their time spreading the word of IOSF and help raise support
for the work we are doing.
Group or Organisation – NGO Living Green, Montenegro
NGO Living Green and Ninoslav Djurovic have raised the profile of otters in Montenegro and
around Lake Skadar, the largest lake in the Balkans, and home of the Eurasian otter. They have
also been integral in the creation of seven Team Otter clubs across the country.
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Photography/Artwork – Chaminda Jayasekara, Sri Lanka
Chaminda monitors Eurasian otter populations across the island country and often gets amazing
pictures of his resident otters. See picture below.
Special Award – Hans Kruuk,
Netherlands
Hans Kruuk is a renowned otter scientist
who has written many papers and books
on otters and other carnivores. He did a
lot of work in Shetland and was probably
the first to really study coastal Eurasian
otters. Hans was Paul's supervisor for
his PhD and was a great help to him
during his studies.
Congratulations to all the winners.

Otter Shop Christmas gift ideas for everyone @www.ottershop.co.uk
IOSF Christmas cards and 2020
calendar are now FREE P&P
throughout December

But don’t forget,
we have a variety
of gift ideas at the
Otter Shop,
including evouchers for you to
download and give
for an adoption gift
box, an otter
watching day, gift
donations and ecards.

As reported earlier in the newsletter, IOSF spent the first half of November in
Guyana for its conference. As part of that we, along with Save the Giants and
Para La Tierra, held a fun wildlife club day for the local children.
During the day we had over 80 children come and play games, draw pictures,
learn about wildlife and write letters to clubs in the UK. Moving forward, the
Yupukari Wildlife Club will meet every week to learn about local wildlife.
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Save the Giants intern, Ben
Driver, who is staying for a year
in the village, will keep in touch
and provide updates for us.
For more information on Team
Otter check out our website
(www.loveotters.org) or Facebook
page

https://www.facebook.com/groups/237768600167675/.
Team Otter Club contact Ben@otter.org.

If you are interested in forming your own

News from The Sanctuary
Karma continues to be a little madam! She knows exactly how she wants her enclosure to be
and will always undo whatever we do to change it. She has been digging around the pool so we
have put huge stones there, but somehow
Karma inspecting the camera... now that’s trouble
she manages to get them out and put them
where she thinks they look better. We tried
getting photos of her with a camera trap but
she wasn’t having that either, and just took
one look at the camera and then turned it to
face upwards!
If you would like to support our cubs in the
Sanctuary you can send a cheque marked
"Hospital" on the back or make a donation
online at www.ottershop.co.uk

GIFT AID IS A SIMPLE WAY TO INCREASE THE VALUE OF YOUR GIFT TO IOSF - at no extra cost to you. If you
pay tax in the UK, IOSF can reclaim the basic rate tax (25%) on your gift. So, if you donate £10, it is worth £12.50
to IOSF.
It is a simple process to sign up to Gift Aid - all you have to do is make a Gift Aid declaration. If you are donating
online, just select the “Yes” option on the Gift Aid box on the donation form. Alternatively you can download and
print out the Gift Aid Declaration on page 13 of our Fundraising Pack which can be found at:
http://www.otter.org/documents/IOSF_Fundraising_Pack.pdf

Proposals to Renew Austrian Otter Cull
Earlier this year we were so pleased that the Austrian government appeared to have seen
sense about the killing of otters in Lower Austria. However this was short lived as Carinthia has
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joined Lower Austria in proposing to kill otters next year – and a lot more than the original
proposals. This is largely down to politics as they try to keep the fisheries lobby happy and
ignore European conservation laws which protect this species.

STOP THE OTTER
MURDER

WWF Austria and FOUR PAWS have
set up a petition to Provincial
Governor Johanna Mikl-Leitner and
Governor Peter Kaiser to call for an
end to this short-sighted policy,
which takes no account of the true
situation of the otter
population. They are making the
following demands:

Now sign!





To stop killing otters in Carinthia immediately
Revoke the planned killing order in Lower Austria
To comply fully with European nature conservation laws
To protecting and restore rivers and lakes to prevent further fish deaths

IOSF is fully supporting this petition and we would ask you to sign here:
https://www.wwf.at/de/fischotter-petition/

PLEASE NOTE: The petition is in German but below is a translation so that you know what you
are signing:
Bitte unterstützen Sie unsere Petition und fordern Sie die Politik auf, richtig zu handeln! Vielen Dank!
Please sign our Petition and request the Politicians to act correctly. Many thanks.
Anrede/Salutation
Frau/Mrs; Herr/Mr
Vorname/First Name; Nachname/Surname
Auf dem Laufenden bleiben!/To stay updated
Ich möchte über den Ausgang dieser Petition und weiteren Aktionen und Projekten des WWF informiert
werden! Sie können sich jederzeit per E-Mail oder Klick auf den Abbestelllink abmelden.
I would like to be informed about the outcome of this petition and other actions and projects of the
WWF! You can unsubscribe at any time by e-mail or by clicking on the unsubscribe link.
Ja/Yes; Nein/No
Ich möchte über den Ausgang dieser Petition und weitere Aktionen und Projekte von VIER PFOTEN
informiert werden!
I would like to be informed about the outcome of this petition and further actions and projects of FOUR
PAWS!
Ja/Yes; Nein/No
Unterzeichnen/Sign here

Otters in Trade
Otters on screen “cuteness”
The illegal pet trade continues to be a major problem for otter species, particularly Asian shortclawed otters. This is being fuelled largely by social media and the internet where people can see
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cute and playful otters, the perfect pet maybe? NO! As beautiful as they are, otters are smelly,
aggressive and deserve to be left in the wild.
In Thailand, the pet otter trade is a major problem and it is easy for traders but difficult for
authorities to stop. People make traps to catch young otters, kill the mother as she tries to
protect her litter, and these young animals are forced into a life of neglect and cruelty. Otters can
travel hundreds of miles to their new “home” and sales are now largely done online through
social media. A young otter can cost anywhere between £50-150.
Some people find otters in their fishing nets and keep them in their homes, rather than selling
them, as they believe that the otters should stay close to their own home.
Whatever the case, it is important that we leave otters as wild animals and help conserve their
wild populations. More needs to be done by authorities and social media platforms to stop the
trade in the first place.
https://english.kyodonews.net/news/2019/11/2cb54f81d517-focus-otters-on-screen-cuteness-fuels-big-businessin-thailand.html

15 baby otters in Vietnam
The result of this trade was brought home by the news that Save Vietnam’s Wildlife had received
15, yes 15, baby otters at their rescue centre.
The report said: "At around 21:30 pm (Vietnam Time) on 20 November, a truck trafficking 19
small-clawed otters and 1 monkey was spotted and captured by police forces in Dien Chau
district, Nghe An province.
Right after receiving the information, the quickresponding team of SVW arrived at the scene with
animal food, medical equipment to conduct rescue
activities. Unfortunately, 4 among the 19 otters had
died before their arrival. All of the rescued otters were
identified as baby Asian small-clawed otters. They were
in poor health condition and had wounds on their
bodies. SVW team immediately provided them with
first aid and then transported them to Pu Mat National Park for further health checkups and
intensive care.
At the moment, the police force in Dien Chau district is investing this animal trafficking case.
The condition of the otters at the moment: There are 8 males and 7 females. Only 4 of them
weigh over 1kg. One young otter weighs 2 kg and can eat fish now. The rest are still drinking milk.
4 otters still have closed eyes.
The keepers feed them a small amount of milk
every 3 hours, regardless of day or night. It
usually takes up to 1½ hours for one keeper to
feed all of them at a time. The keeper team is 3
people, so they rotate to take care of the otters
and still do other husbandry work.”
We knew we had to step in to help these tiny animals which were being treated like commodities
to be bought and sold. Nurtured By Nature immediately stepped in to help with costs for their
care and we are very grateful to them for that.
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We know our supporters care so much about these cases so if you would like to help with their
long-term care you can adopt these cubs at the Otter Shop
https://www.ottershop.co.uk/PBSCCatalog.asp?CatID=1563130

New developments in Japan
As we know, over the last few years the demand for pet otters in Japan has increased massively
due to a number of factors including social media and the new otter café’s. The species most
involved is the Asian short-clawed otter (Aonyx cinereus).
The country has received much criticism about this, and the government is now taking some
action to control commercial sales of both Asian short-clawed otters and smooth-coated otters
(Lutra perspicillata). They will be implementing a ban on 26 November to deter people from
“collecting” otters and so ensure that they stay in the wild. Current owners will be given the
opportunity to register their pets but hopefully this should prevent, or at least reduce, smuggling
into Japan.
There are potential loopholes where otters can be smuggled and then “registered” as Japanese
otters. So there are also calls for the otters that are already in the country to have DNA taken to
check properly which otters are legal or illegal.
Friend of IOSF, Hiroshi Sasaki says “There is no point in the ban if we don't eliminate illegal trade
in Japan through the strict implementation of a registration system.”
https://english.kyodonews.net/news/2019/11/4c21cc540eda-ban-on-endangered-otter-trade-to-take-effectamid-pet-boom-in-japan.html

In October 2019, IOSF was contacted by the Asian Otter Conservation Society of Japan (AOCSJ)
which had been established by researchers on 1 October in order to boost conservation activities
in Japan. They are also very concerned about the increase in pet otters and the new regulation
system so they held a symposium on 3 November to discuss the issue and share this information
with the public.
Our friends, Mine and Hideaki Okamura, have supported IOSF and helped us for many years, so
we asked if they could go to the meeting and they kindly gave us a summary:
The event was opened by Prof. Sasaki, who spoke on the “Establishment of the AOCSJ and the
purpose of this symposium”. This was followed by various presentations on the new regulations,
the current situation in otter trade, improving animal welfare for “exhibited” animals and the
actions of JAZA (Japanese Association of Zoos and Aquaria).
It was reported that the news of otters in Tsushima in 2017 led to the popularity of them and
illegal trade. The new regulations which will come into force on 26 November are based on the
Law for the Conservation of Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora or the Law of Humane
Treatment and Management of Animals. This is because of the changes in the CITES ranking of
Asian small-clawed otters agreed in August. The new regulation system does not prohibit trade
of otters directly, but it seems to be useful to decrease in the amount of trade because of the
complicated procedure.
55 people attended the symposium, including representatives from the Ministry of the
Environment, TRAFFIC, PEACE, JAZA and media journalists. Mine also noticed a young boy of
elementary school age - it is positive to see interest in such young people in these topics.
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AOCSJ are preparing a full report and we will keep you informed of progress.
And just as we were finalising this e-update, we received information about another smuggling
incident. On 28 September, a 54 year-old man attempted to smuggle two Asian small-clawed
otters from Thailand into Japan via Kansai International Airport in Osaka Prefecture. Customs
officials were suspicious about his frequent trips to Thailand and when they opened his suitcase
they found the two otters aged about one month old. Until August the man had operated a pet
shop and so he is suspected of smuggling in the otters for resale.
The suspect was arrested on 27 November and Police are investigating how he sourced the
animals. However, he denies his crime and says "they are ferrets, not otters." The animal in the
photo taken by Osaka Customs, is clearly not a ferret but an otter! So let’s hope he receives an
appropriate punishment.
https://mainichi.jp/english/articles/20191128/p2a/00m/0na/005000c

BECOME AN IOSF LIFE SUPPORTER - OUR SUPPORTERS ARE ALWAYS VALUED
BY US as a crucial source of support for the work that we are doing, and those of
you that become life supporters are highly appreciated.
For a one-off payment of £350 you can become a Life Supporter and give your long-term
commitment to help secure a better future for otters in the UK and around the world.

More On Sea Otters

We will send you a certificate showing your life supporter status and you will continue to
receive full updates in our newsletters, on all of the work that we are doing.
https://www.ottershop.co.uk/become-a-life-supporter-c2x9466694

Monterey otters help restore populations
A recent study confirms that surrogate mothers at Monterey Bay Aquarium have helped to
restore sea otter numbers in the area. It is believed that over half of the restored populations
have been directly involved in the centre’s surrogate system.
As we know, sea otters were almost hunted
to extinction during the height of the fur
trade and populations have since recovered
to some extent, but not anywhere close to
their previous numbers. Monterey Bay
Aquarium began using non-releasable
females to rear cubs that could then be
released into Elkhorn Slough.
Rescued southern sea otter pup 327 with surrogate
mother at Monterey Bay Aquarium





The main findings of the study, as listed in
the link below, include:

Surrogate-raised otters and their wild offspring accounted for more than half of
Elkhorn Slough's sea otter population growth during the 15 years of the study.
Surrogate-reared otters survived and reproduced at rates comparable to their
wild-reared kin.
Despite all pups originally stranding in open coast habitats, 90 percent of
surrogate-reared females and 80 percent of males remained in Elkhorn Slough
after release.
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The release of surrogate-reared juveniles into coastal estuaries may be an
effective way to rebuild sea otter populations in those waters and restore
ecosystem health

Monterey Bay Aquarium believes that this process can help restore otter populations in other
areas of their previous range.
https://www.eurekalert.org/pub_releases/2019-09/mba-mba091919.php

Fishermen v Sea Otter dispute resurfaces
And just when we thought things were looking up for sea otters we hear that fishermen are once
again calling for the management of populations in Alaska. They believe that the increasing otter
numbers are having major effects on the populations of prey species.
Of course, otters are predators and may eat prey species that man may also want. However, if
otters eat all the crabs, shellfish and urchins, they also eradicate themselves, as they have no
prey to eat. It is the ecological balance.
It is well known that the loss of sea otter
populations had a major impact on underwater
ecosystems. The west coast of the U.S. and Canada
was once home to a rich underwater forest of kelp
and other organisms. During the height of the fur
trade, when otter populations hit crisis levels, much
of the seabed life was lost and some areas have
never recovered.
Sea Otter eating a clam ©April Severin

A report conducted in 1996 shows how the balance
of ecosystems is vital and that sea otters are integral to it. In 1768, the Steller Sea Cow went
extinct due to a mix of overhunting and the demise of sea otters within their area. Shallow water
kelp communities can only really thrive with the presence of these otters. The otters eat the
urchins and control their populations. The loss of the sea otter means that urchins can then
boom and eat all the kelp – as happened along the Pacific west coast of North America. The
demise of otters due to hunting meant that urchins thrived and decimated the kelp, the food of
the Steller Sea Cow. So as the Steller Sea Cow was being overhunted for food, it also found that
its food was being overeaten as well, leading to their eventual extinction.
This case just shows how important otters, and other species, are in maintaining a balance in the
ecosystem. You can’t remove one thing from that chain as otherwise the whole system breaks
down. https://www.adn.com/business-economy/2019/10/29/alaska-fishermen-seek-solutions-as-they-grapplewith-the-destructive-appetites-of-sea-otters/

News in Brief
Mixed news from England
Otters have been spotted recently in three areas of England. In this part of the UK they
disappeared in the 1950-60s but are slowly recovering thanks to improved water quality.
A local couple spotted an otter at a Ribble Valley nature reserve in Clitheroe, Lancashire, while
they were out walking. Work has just started to restore an old reservoir into a nature reserve
which will create better fish movement – obviously of interest to the otter.
https://www.clitheroeadvertiser.co.uk/news/people/otter-spotted-at-clitheroe-nature-reserve-by-local-couple1-10037624
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Otters on an English river ©Tim & Erica Sarney

Volunteer ranger, Dave Strutt
managed to film a female otter and
two cubs on the River Meon in
Hampshire. Otters had become
locally extinct but the video proves
that conditions have improved so
much that they can breed once again.
The Meon Valley Partnership has
worked with landowners to help
restore river banks and generally
improve the health of the river.

https://www.dailyecho.co.uk/news/18001144. video-mother-otter-two-cubs-spotted-river-meon/

And an otter was seen in a canal near the busy Mailbox shopping centre in Birmingham city
centre. Secondary signs had been observed and so camera traps were set but the animal was
then spotted during a talk on otters at the canal! However, the picture isn’t all rosy as beads of
plastic were found in the spraint – again pointing to the risk to wildlife from plastics.
https://www.thelondoneconomic.com/news/otter-spotted-for-first-time-in-landlocked-birmingham-citycentre/27/11/

These sightings further enhance the need for habitat restoration work across the world and the
returning otters signify the good work being done in these areas.
However, in Dorset, the number of otter deaths is increasing. Most of these deaths have
occurred on the roads and are thought to be due to the increased rainfall in the area. This has
left river flow very high and made under-road passages impassable forcing otters to cross over
the road. https://www.gillingham-news.co.uk/news/number-of-otter-deaths-in-dorset-increasing/
LEGACY - A LEGACY IS A GREAT WAY OF GIVING TO SOMETHING close to your heart and

every gift will make a difference. After your family, have you ever thought of leaving something in
your will to charity? Please consider remembering the International Otter Survival Fund in your will
and help our work, protecting otters, to continue.
Including a legacy in your will ensures that your wishes are carried out, so it is important to discuss
this with your solicitor. You can stipulate a specific restriction for its use, but remember that
without restriction your legacy can be directed to where it is required most urgently.
Should you choose to provide a legacy for the International Otter Survival Fund in your will, we thank
you and appreciate your support in this way.
This link http://otter.org/Public/HelpUs_Legacy.aspx will take you to our dedicated web page
concerning making a Legacy.

Otters spotted at Kuala Lumpur airport
Nearly two years to the day since IOSF reported that smooth-coated otters had been seen on the
runways at Singapore airport, it seems that another of Asia’s busiest airports is home to otters.
A family of smooth-coated otters were spotted by aviation fanatic, Nigel John Shim, next to Kuala
Lumpur International Airport, in Malaysia.
https://www.todayonline.com/world/now-otters-spotted-near-klia-too
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Kilcreggan otter – keep your distance
An otter in Kilcreggan, in the Firth of Clyde, became a regular sight for locals. Having been
spotted on nearby beaches and piers, IOSF was consulted with regard to the best ways to help
the otter. Although otters are usually quite shy creatures, they can get used to areas of
increased activity and become comfortable in busier places, such as local harbours. This otter
clearly had no reason to fear locals but it is important to maintain a safe distance from the
animal as it is still wild and will defend itself.
Clynder otter ©Robin Flannagan

We have recently learned that the otter has
not been reported in the harbour for a few
weeks but one was spotted only three miles
along the coast at Clynder during the
summer. As you can see in this photo it also
seems to be just as relaxed around human
activities. May be the same otter?
However, it is still important for people and
dogs to stay away from the otter so as not to
put either at risk or possibly pass on any

disease. https://thelochsidepress.com/2019/10/23/dont-disturb-the-kilcreggan-otter-experts-appeal/
Deadly virus affecting marine life
Previously only found in the Atlantic Ocean, in 2004 the Phocine Distemper Virus (PDV) was
found in sea otters in the Pacific and this caused concern among researchers. Following years of
research, it seems that the melting of the ice caps has opened new pathways for the virus to
travel. PVD was first found in 1988 in northern Europe where it led to the deaths of at least
18,000 harbour seals. An outbreak in 2002 had similar catastrophic consequences.
Tracey Goldstein, a scientist at the University of California Davis, and her team, spent years
researching seals that have spent time on the Arctic ice and correlated it with ice levels at the
time. In years when sea ice was at its lowest, cases of PDV were at their highest.
The melting sea ice creates new migratory pathways for marine mammals to move and opens
avenues to connect the Atlantic to the Pacific. Coupled with a reduced immune system due to
increased stress caused by having to travel further for food, this has meant that they can easily
pick up infection. Given that many marine species travel up to the Arctic it has become a ground
for the virus to spread.
Vaccinations for the virus have been given to species with dangerously low populations such as
the Monk Seals in Europe but a large-scale vaccination of Arctic life may prove difficult. The work
of Goldstein and her team is vital to monitor the virus and how it spreads and to help us to
remain vigilant.
https://www.nationalgeographic.com/science/2019/11/deadly-virus-spreading-marine-mammals-as-arctic-icedisappears/

Otter reserve at risk from planned water works
Plans for drinking water works could have major implications on otter populations in
Tungabhadra Otter Conservation Reserve, a protected area dedicated to otters in India. The
current plans are to pump water from the reserve into reservoirs for use by communities. This
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will have major effects on the otters as their habitat will be greatly affected and larvae of their
prey will be pumped away too, leading to a lack of food availability.
Activists are working with the authorities to
try and come up with a solution that
benefits all involved. They are clearly not
against the drinking water plans as such, as
it is vital for the health of the people.
However, they believe that there are other
areas better suited to supply the water
which will have less effect on threatened
wildlife. Authorities and wildlife workers
continue to work together to try and find a
positive resolution.

Smooth coated otters in India ©Dr Bivash Pandav, WII

https://www.newindianexpress.com/states/karnataka/2019/nov/18/wildlife-activists-protest-against-drinkingwater-project-in-tungabhadra-otter-conservation-reserve-2063303.html

Otter population reaches a high in the Netherlands
Firstly, please ignore the photo within the link below. The photo shows a sea otter which is, of
course, native to North America and eastern Asia.
However, it is good news from the Netherlands. In 2002, 31 otters were reintroduced and there
has been regular monitoring since then. In 2019, Netherlands reported its highest otter
population, believed to be around 360, meaning that the otters continue to thrive in their new
environment.
However the negative side of this is that nearly 100 were killed by cars within the last year. This
is something which needs to be addressed urgently and we will in touch with Dutch colleagues to
see what is being done.
https://www.dutchnews.nl/news/2019/11/otter-population-hits-360-but-nearly-100-were-killed-by-cars-lastyear/

Thank You to...
Nature Public Library (www.naturepl.com) for their decision to support IOSF through sales of
otter images and we are grateful for their donation towards otter conservation.
Nurtured By Nature for their donation to help with Vietnam otter cubs involved in the pet trade.
The Majorie Coote Animal Charitable Trust, The Shirley Pugh Foundation and the estate of Mr
David J Stewart (dec).
Of course, we thank all of our supporters who have supported us during November.

Events
Visit our website to find out what might be happening in the otter world near you,
including:
11 October 2019 – 30 March 2020
Exhibition on “Lutra lutra, the Otter” by Dr Wolfgang Gettmann,
former Director of Dusseldorf Aquazoo and owner of Nemo the
Otter. He will consider environmental problems by focussing on
the otter.
Museum Mensch und Jagd in der Burg Bruggen, Germany
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Entrance fee - Pay what you like.
+++++++
Don’t forget, if you are aware of any otter-related events taking place, send us the details
(Title, time, date, place and cost (if applicable), and we will post it on our Events page.
http://otter.org/Public/Events.aspx

Raise FREE Donations... when you shop online. It’s simple and costs you no more than
your shopping. Visit one of our charity pages to discover how easy it is for you to help
otters even more:
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/iosfund/

https://www.everyclick.com/iosf

https://www.thegivingmachine.co.uk
/causes/international-otter-survivalfund/

Regular and secure giving to IOSF and otter conservation... at your
fingertips.
Text OTTER 10 to 70085 to donate £10 (or change the amount to however much you
wish to give)
You can donate monthly via our partners at the DONR giving platform that
allows an easy and safe way method to give. This can be as little or as much as
you can afford. Visit https://www.donr.com/iosf to find out more.

All photos are © to the name/s as indicated, otherwise ©IOSF

You can follow us on:

Annual Supporters’ Rates
UK and EEC Countries:
Adult:
£24.00 per year
Child:
£13.00 per year
Family:
£34.00 per year

All other countries:
Adult:
£30.00 per year
Child:
£15.00 per year
Family:
£40.00 per year

Life Membership (all countries): £350.00
Have you enjoyed reading this
e-newsletter? Then please forward it to
someone else and spread the word.

Discover Ways You Can Help

If you are reading this for the first time and
would like to receive all IOSF mailings, click here
to sign up. Please be assured that we will never
pass on your details to any other party and you
will only ever receive emails from us.

There are many ways in which you can raise
money and awareness to help the otters in our
Fundraising Pack or find out what some of our
supporters have done over the years in the
online newsletters.
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International Otter Survival Fund
7 Black Park
Broadford
Isle of Skye IV49 9DE
Scotland
Email: enquiries@otter.org
Tel/Fax: ++(0)1471 822487

Join our IOSF mailing list. Click on this link:
http://tinyurl.com/p3lrsmx
www.otter.org

The International Otter Survival Fund
Charity Number SC003875

Working to Save the Worlds Otters

CORPORATE MEMBERSHIP - WHETHER YOU OWN A BUSINESS OR ARE EMPLOYED,
does the company have a green policy/ support conservation? Then perhaps the company would like to
consider becoming a Corporate Member with IOSF and supporting our work with otters.
You can find out more information on our website http://otter.org/Public/HelpUs_CorporateSponsorship.aspx
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