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Firstly, we would like to wish everyone all the best for 2020. We hope this year
will be peaceful and promise to do even more for otters worldwide in the coming
months. So keep following us on our webpage, Facebook, Twitter and Instagram
to find out the latest news.

News from The Sanctuary
Since we last reported on our otter sanctuary and progress with Karma, things have changed
a little. Karma is still with us but she has since been joined by two more otter cubs, Otto and
Harrie.
Otto

Harrie

Otto van Crask, or Otto for short, came to IOSF’s otter sanctuary at the end of November. He
was found at a small village called Crask south of Inverness – hence his aristocratic name!
He is a grumpy and feisty little chap, which is exactly what we want and spends most of the
time hidden away. Any attempts to see him are met with a snarl, a hiss and a struggle to hide
again. When he first arrived he was eating salmon chunks but he is now eating whole fish
and is growing quickly.
Harrie was transferred to IOSF in the middle of December after some excellent care from
West Lakelands Vets, Cumbria. On a cold winters day Ben met Diane O’Leary, who kindly
helped transport Harrie to us to continue her
Karma in her nest box
rehabilitation back to the wild. Like Otto, Harrie
started on salmon chunks, then fish tails, and she has
just started eating whole fish! She also has the hiss
and spit that Otto has perfected! All being well, we
plan to put Harrie and Otto together soon for the
duration of their stay in our care.
Karma continues to be Karma. She is a beautiful otter
and is now about full size and close to being released.
As always, we will wait until spring time for this to
give her the best conditions possible and maximise
her opportunities when she is wild once again.
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We would like to take this opportunity to thank Diane O’Leary, West Lakeland Vets, and
Evelyn from Crask, for their help in getting Harrie and Otto to us.
If you would like to support our cubs in the Sanctuary you can send a cheque marked
"Hospital" on the back or make a donation online at www.ottershop.co.uk

GIFT AID IS A SIMPLE WAY TO INCREASE THE VALUE OF YOUR GIFT TO IOSF - at no extra cost to you. If you
pay tax in the UK, IOSF can reclaim the basic rate tax (25%) on your gift. So, if you donate £10, it is worth £12.50
to IOSF.
It is a simple process to sign up to Gift Aid - all you have to do is make a Gift Aid declaration. If you are donating
online, just select the “Yes” option on the Gift Aid box on the donation form. Alternatively you can download and
print out the Gift Aid Declaration on page 13 of our Fundraising Pack which can be found at:
http://www.otter.org/documents/IOSF_Fundraising_Pack.pdf

IOSF’s Team Otter education pack is
now available in French. A massive
thank you to Pauline Burny for the
translation work, so that more children
can enjoy it!

Visit
https://www.otter.org/documents/childrensResources/EducationPack_French.pdf to see it!
This is just one of the many free downloads which are available to anyone using our website.
Let us know if there are any other resources you would like to see.
For more information on Team Otter, check out our website (www.loveotters.org) or
Facebook. If you are interested in forming your own Team Otter Club contact
Ben@otter.org.
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BECOME AN IOSF LIFE SUPPORTER - OUR SUPPORTERS ARE ALWAYS VALUED
BY US as a crucial source of support for the work that we are doing, and those of
you that become life supporters are highly appreciated.
For a one-off payment of £350 you can become a Life Supporter and give your long-term
commitment to help secure a better future for otters in the UK and around the world.
We will send you a certificate showing your life supporter status and you will continue to
receive full updates in our newsletters, on all of the work that we are doing.
https://www.ottershop.co.uk/become-a-life-supporter-c2x9466694

Eurasian Otter in Indonesia
The last recorded Eurasian otter (Lutra lutra) on Sumatra, Indonesia, was about 80 years
ago but now there is evidence that they are still there!
This Eurasian otter (left) was
Sam the Eurasian otter ©SUMECO
rescued from the pet trade,
along with an Asian shortclawed otter, and brought to a
safe facility to be
rehabilitated. Reza Lubis,
who helped to organise IOSF’s
Indonesian workshop in 2013
and local NGO SUMECO, have
since built an enclosure for
the two otters to stay in. After
initial difficulties the otters
have now been separated due
to concerns they may hurt
one another under the stress
of their new environment.
According to Reza, “Lutra lutra is the shyer of the two but it is hoped that both individuals can be
rehabilitated and eventually returned to the wild.” The latest news is that Sam, the Eurasian otter,
and Kiki, the Asian short-clawed otter continue to do well and progress towards their hopeful
release.
Although the otters were found in terrible circumstances and needed to be rescued from the pet
trade, it is encouraging to see that Eurasian otters are still present on the island.
Furthermore, a scientist will visit the area and take DNA samples of the Eurasian otter and
compare to other Eurasians from other areas such as Europe. This will determine the relationship
between this individual and others within the species.

More Otters Rescued From Trade
IOSF has recently been contacted about four Asian short-clawed otter cubs that have been
rescued from the pet trade in Cambodia. There were eight but unfortunately four passed
away due to the injuries they had sustained during their capture.
The otters have been imprinted by people and therefore it is unlikely they will be able to be
released back to the wild. They are currently being looked after with advice from Nick Marx
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from Phnom Tamao Wildlife Rescue Centre in Phnom Penh, who has vast experience in
caring for otters and animals rescued from trade.
Nick also told us that he has recently released two smooth-coated otters into the areas
surrounding the world-renowned Angkor Wat temples and is monitoring their progress.

Update on Asian Otter Conservation Society of
Japan Symposium
As we reported last month, the Asian Otter Conservation
Society of Japan (AOCSJ), held a symposium on pet otters, and
particularly Asian small-clawed otters, in Japan on 3 November
at the University of Tokyo. Here is a summary of their report:
1. New regulations on captive Asian small-clawed otters in Japan - Hiroki Sato,
Ministry of Environment
After giving a brief introduction to the new CITES regulations concerning this species,
Mr Sato explained the regulations under the Law for the Conservation of Endangered
Species of Wild Fauna and Flora (LCES) on captive Asian small-clawed otter (ASCO) in
Japan to be applied to living ASCOs and Smooth-coated otters. Several actions
including renting, borrowing, giving and receiving will be regulated, not just buying
and selling. Therefore, people will need to register their own otter before putting it in
the pet hotel or advertise/exhibit otters for sale. However, no registration is
necessary if people intend to just keep otters privately without any trade. In order to
register an otter, it must be fitted with a microchip and it should be registered every 5
years. Therefore, the Number/Date/Expiry Date are needed in order to sell otters
legallyES. A punishment for illegal trade was introduced.
2. Otter trade situation and management system in Japan - Tomomi Kitade,
TRAFFIC JAPAN
Tomomi Kitade shared the otter trade situation and management system in Japan. 47
otters were confiscated in smuggling incidents from 2016-2018 and 6 Japanese were
arrested. The report published in October 2018 says 90% of the otters for
commercial business are ASCOs and 25 otters were imported from 2016-2017. Also,
19 individuals were imported into zoos/aquariums. It was revealed that people
normally sell otters online for 800,000‒1,620,000 yen (approximately £5,600£11,400, $7,400-$15,000), and the number of otter cafes is increasing. There have
been incidents where a couple of zoos have sold individual animals to animal dealers.
This huge popularity for otters in Japanese society has occurred mainly because of
social media. Lastly, she pointed out several problems with the new regulations. For
example, more strict rules, such as a DNA parentage test, are needed to avoid
smuggled otters being registered as legal individuals.
In conclusion:
a) More strict rules and publicity should be considered on this registration
b) Clear rules are necessary to make sure only legal individuals can be registered in
the future.
3. Efforts for improvement on “Act on Welfare and Management of Animals” and
exhibited animals - Sachiko Azuma, PEACE
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Examples of captive ASCOs being kept in a poor environment were shown. Local
governments can urge these owners to improve the animal’s environment based on
the domestic law that was changed in June 2019 for the 4th time, which will soon be
applied. Also, the Act on Welfare and Management of Animals relates to the LCES, and
if a dealer is arrested based on LCES, any business is not
Asian small-clawed otter
allowed for five years. In addition, more strict rules are
©Reza Lubis
applied to first-class animal handling businesses
(animal dealer) after this change. However, it is not
clear how this rule works with regard to captive animals
except dogs and cats. Also, an additional resolution was
suggested when this law was changed which states that
a captive standard should be considered and some
measures taken to restrict keeping wild animals in
captivity. Illegal trade has been conducted against animal welfare in Japan, and more
strict rules are needed to get rid of cafes or petting places that increase the demand
for private ownership of wild animals.
4. Management system and situation of captive ASCOs in Japanese Association of
Zoos and Aquariums (JAZA) - Sakura Ito, Yokohama Zoological Gardens “Zoorasia”
ASCOs are designated as a “managed species” among otters kept in zoos and
aquariums that belong to JAZA. Therefore, pedigree registration and managed
breeding is conducted by the person in charge who also makes domestic guidelines,
keeping instructions or research. The number of captive ASCOs currently kept in JAZA
is about 250 individuals in 50 facilities. Among these 250 individuals, 85% were born
in Japan in a captive environment. In the future, JAZA will continue to make efforts for
the following goals:
a) To make a stable population with genetic diversity
b) Research on reproductive physiology
c) To build a support system with facilities in South East Asia.
Panel Discussion
Finally, a discussion was held with all presenters, which allowed more detailed explanations
to questions from the audience:
1. Permission by the prime minister is necessary for the transfer of an otter regardless
of JAZA.
2. Regarding the additional resolution requested in the third presentation, there is no
guarantee that this will be applied because it has no legal power.
3. A question was asked about what could be used for a DNA parentage test, and Mr
Waku, a director of AOCSJ, said that blood or hair roots can be used for this test.
It is hoped that this symposium can give the effect on the improvement of captive ASCO
situation in Japan.
Donate to IOSF https://www.ottershop.co.uk/donate-to-iosf-c2x11601155
Please support IOSF and help to ensure that
important conservation and awareness work
continues.
UK taxpayers:
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Sea Otters and The Elakha Alliance
The Elakha Alliance is a non-profit organisation based in Oregon, USA. They are looking to
restore sea otter populations on the Oregon coast by
reintroductions in particular areas. They work closely with
scientists and local communities to establish a starting
point and gain community perceptions towards the
programme. Over the next couple of years they will work
to reach a consensus with the public and coastal
communities that restoring sea otters across Oregon is
worth pursuing. Following public presentations across the
state they found a high level of support and enthusiasm for
such a sea otter restoration.
However, very few of these people had a “stake in the
game” and they would not be directly affected by the otters’
return. Elakha Alliance will now liaise with the local fishing
community in southern Oregon. The town in question is in
the middle of the historic sea otter range across the state.

Sea Otters ©April Severin

Robert Bailey, of Elakha Alliance says, "If there is one community on the Oregon coast that
understands the direct linkage of the health of the marine ecosystem to the community wellbeing, it is Port Orford. They are seeing areas where there are no urchins and the loss of
kelp beds due to a lack of sea otters and sea stars and are a bit freaked out about the future
of their fisheries because of lack of kelp. So the idea of restoring sea otters to the area is
viewed positively despite many questions that remain and issues to be dealt with. There
were even some fishermen/urchin divers there who were part of the discussion afterwards.
Concerns... but no opposition and I hope to keep it that way. Proportional to the size of the
community, there is a large and strong core of support that we need to take advantage of. "
He continues to state that local fishermen have been in contact about potential concerns
with the programme but are happy to sit down and discuss this in a meeting.
You can keep up to date with the work of Elakha Alliance at www.elakhaalliance.org

More Sea Otter News
San Francisco Bay
A study has suggested that sea otter populations
could ‘boom’ if populations reached the San
Francisco Bay area. Marine biologist Brent Hughes
at Sonoma State University suggested that otter
populations could reach 6,000 in the bay area alone
– doubling the total population in the state as it
stands. He goes on to suggest that once the otters
had established themselves and begun to reinstate
the ecological balance of the area, the populations
could grow further.
So what is stopping them moving in to the area?
Sharks! Otters cannot travel into the Golden Gate
area due to a high population level of great white
sharks in the area. We have previously reported
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how sharks do not actually eat the otters, but take a bite and leave them, as they are not
normal prey for sharks, but more often than not the injuries are fatal.
It has been suggested that otters could be relocated and within 20-30 years populations
could boom in the San Francisco Bay area.
https://sanfrancisco.cbslocal.com/2019/12/22/study-state-sea-otter-population-could-boom-if-relocated-intosan-francisco-bay/

Old car tyres helping understand sea otters
Although it is clearly an environmental disaster, not many other marine species are affected
quite as severely by oil spills as sea otters. Unlike blubber-layered animals such as seals and
whales, their reliance on their pristine fur to keep warm means that any oil contamination
will reduce the fur quality and result in many deaths within populations.
In 1995, scientists threw 33 old car tyres into
the Pacific Ocean in the hope that they would
show how oil spills are affecting otters – after
25 years, they have done their job. In order to
investigate the effect of oil spills you need to
find the carcasses of deceased animals. But
how can you find a dead otter that will float
on the surface for a very long time? The same
air that is trapped in sea otter fur to keep
them warm keeps them buoyant and this is
the same with tyres. Dead otters will float
amid sea currents for a substantial amount of time and a tyre, cut in half, mimics the body
shape of a sea otter after death.
The project found that otters (and tyres) can drift quite a distance, despite low winds. Some
can be held by obstacles such as kelp for weeks before drifting on.
What the information now offers is an idea of where and how quickly otters may drift
following death. Emergency responders to oil spills want to do all they can to prevent the
death of otters and other marine life and this project helps to understand a little more about
what may happen to otters following death.
Emily Jeffers, a lawyer with the nonprofit Center for Biological Diversity says “Knowing how
many animals were lost, where they were, and why they weren’t able to be saved can help us
craft response strategies and management measures that better protect sea otters and other
animals.”
https://www.hakaimagazine.com/news/what-drifting-car-tires-can-tell-us-about-dead-sea-otters/

Where to see Sea Otters
Check out the top 6 places to see sea otters in the link below
https://www.travelawaits.com/2485054/6-great-places-to-see-sea-otters-in-the-wild/

Otter Shop @www.ottershop.co.uk
Product of the Month
A real treat for someone... our new quality plush, soft otter.
Isn’t he cute? And you can buy him at the Otter Shop
https://ottershop.oxatis.com/new-plush-soft-toy-otter-36cm-c2x30755802

Size: 36cm nose to tail. Suitable for all ages.
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Also, don’t miss out on our special calendar offer –
Get 2 for 1 at the Otter Shop now
https://ottershop.oxatis.com/2020-otters-calendar-buy-2-for-1-c2x30698845

News in Brief
China
A recent study has found that Eurasian otters are being spotted more often in the north-west
of China, indicating that populations may be slowly
recovering. These rare otters are being seen more
commonly in , which is nicknamed ‘Asia’s water tower’
given the fact it feeds major rivers such as the Yellow,
Lancang and Yangtze.
The increased presence of otters means that water
quality is starting to improve. It also means that the
ecological balance within the area is starting to recover –
something that has been noted by the researchers.
http://www.xinhuanet.com/english/2019-12/21/c_138648494.htm

Can otters smell underwater?
It is popular knowledge that some fish, particularly sharks, can ‘smell’ underwater. Ancient
fish were the first species to develop olfactory receptors to help them use the sense of smell
to identify particular things, such as prey, underwater. The receptors piece different
molecules together to trigger neural signals that are interpreted as particular smells, which
can help an animal identify the scent trails of prey, the smell of nearby predators, even the
chemical cues of potential mates.
However, for mammals, this process is a lot more
complicated. The connection between the nose and
the lungs causes an obstacle for mammals to be able
to do this; after all, they wouldn’t want to inhale
water into their lungs.
Studies have found that certain mammals, such as
water shrews, blow bubbles into the water before
quickly inhaling them again, capturing the smell of the water. An informal experiment has
now suggested that Eurasian otters possess the same ability to sense their prey underwater.
https://www.biographic.com/the-scent-of-water/

Beavers can help otter populations
Wild beavers had been living on the River Otter for about ten years when in 2015 the Devon
Wildlife Trust began a monitoring trial with the reintroduction of five more animals. Their
study has revealed that the presence of beavers in Britain can help populations of other
species such as otters, voles and birds. This link between otters and beavers was
demonstrated several years ago by Vadim Sidorovich in Belarus.
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Beavers occupy a variety of habitats but tend to enjoy streams and smaller rivers to set up
their home, or dams. The study has revealed some great positive impacts that beavers are
having on the ecosystem which could potentially help
us too. Beaver dams are helping to reduce the
number of streams that are drying out during
drought, and are creating new pond systems and
habitats for species such as otters. They are also
reducing water flow further downstream during high
rainfall periods – potentially reducing flooding. The
dams trap organic fertilisers washed from farmland
causing higher plant growth. Finally, the beavers’
presence has increased economic income to the area as tourists visit to see the new arrivals.
There have been some small downsides to the beavers’ reintroduction such as localised
flooding caused by creating the ponds and orchard trees being eaten but the positives far
outweigh the negatives.
https://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-7843937/Re-introducing-beaver-populations-Britains-rivers-boostnumber-voles.html

Otter causes a stir
A resident near Horseshoe Lake in Batavia, New York, was alarmed when he thought a dog
was struggling on a frozen lake. After calling the authorities for help it became clear that it
was actually an otter, who wasn’t
North American River Otter family in snow
struggling, but instead thriving. The
©Charlie Hamilton James
otter was seen to drag a large fish,
which the man claimed was “bigger
than he’d ever seen on the lake” and
eating it on top of the ice.
https://www.thebatavian.com/howard-bowens/video-how-an-otter-eating-a-fishwas-mistaken-for-a-dog-falling-throughice/549670

LEGACY - A LEGACY IS A GREAT WAY OF GIVING TO SOMETHING close to your heart and

every gift will make a difference. After your family, have you ever thought of leaving something in
your will to charity? Please consider remembering the International Otter Survival Fund in your will
and help our work, protecting otters, to continue.
Including a legacy in your will ensures that your wishes are carried out, so it is important to discuss
this with your solicitor. You can stipulate a specific restriction for its use, but remember that
without restriction your legacy can be directed to where it is required most urgently.
Should you choose to provide a legacy for the International Otter Survival Fund in your will, we thank
you and appreciate your support in this way.
This link http://otter.org/Public/HelpUs_Legacy.aspx will take you to our dedicated web page
concerning making a Legacy.

Thank You to...
Michael & Shirley Hunt Charitable Trust, Alice Noakes Memorial Charitable Trust, Joyce Lund
(deceased), Annamarie Beckel, John Noorani, Kiltwalk 2019 and, of course, we thank all of
our supporters who have generously donated during the past month.
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Events
Visit our website to find out what might be happening in the otter world near you,
including:
11 February 2020
Paul Yoxon is presenting a talk - "Eurasian otters in the UK and the work of the
International Otter Survival Fund" for the Bute Museum & Natural History
Society
Venue: the library of Bute Museum, Stuart Street, Rothesay, commencing at
7.30pm.
11 October 2019 – 30 March 2020
Exhibition on “Lutra lutra, the Otter” by Dr Wolfgang Gettmann, former Director of
Dusseldorf Aquazoo and owner of Nemo the Otter. He will consider
environmental problems by focussing on the otter.
Museum Mensch und Jagd in der Burg Bruggen, Germany
Entrance fee - Pay what you like.
+++++++
Don’t forget, if you are aware of any otter-related events taking place, send us the details
(Title, time, date, place and cost (if applicable), and we will post it on our Events page.
http://otter.org/Public/Events.aspx

Raise FREE Donations... when you shop online. It’s simple and costs you no more than
your shopping. Visit one of our charity pages to discover how easy it is for you to help
otters even more:
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/iosfund/

https://www.everyclick.com/iosf

https://www.thegivingmachine.co.uk
/causes/international-otter-survivalfund/

Regular and secure giving to IOSF and otter conservation... at your
fingertips.
Text OTTER 10 to 70085 to donate £10 (or change the amount to however much you
wish to give)
You can donate monthly via our partners at the DONR giving platform that
allows an easy and safe way method to give. This can be as little or as much as
you can afford. Visit https://www.donr.com/iosf to find out more.

All photos are © to the name/s as indicated, otherwise ©IOSF

You can follow us on:
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CORPORATE MEMBERSHIP - WHETHER YOU OWN A BUSINESS OR ARE EMPLOYED,
does the company have a green policy/ support conservation? Then perhaps the company would like to
consider becoming a Corporate Member with IOSF and supporting our work with otters.
You can find out more information on our website http://otter.org/Public/HelpUs_CorporateSponsorship.aspx

Annual Supporters’ Rates
UK and EEC Countries:
Adult:
£24.00 per year
Child:
£13.00 per year
Family:
£34.00 per year

All other countries:
Adult:
£30.00 per year
Child:
£15.00 per year
Family:
£40.00 per year

Life Membership (all countries): £350.00

Have you enjoyed reading this
e-newsletter? Then please forward it to
someone else and spread the word.

Discover Ways You Can Help

If you are reading this for the first time and
would like to receive all IOSF mailings, click here
to sign up. Please be assured that we will never
pass on your details to any other party and you
will only ever receive emails from us.

There are many ways in which you can raise
money and awareness to help the otters in our
Fundraising Pack or find out what some of our
supporters have done over the years in the
online newsletters.

International Otter Survival Fund
7 Black Park
Broadford
Isle of Skye IV49 9DE
Scotland
Email: enquiries@otter.org
Tel/Fax: ++(0)1471 822487

Join our IOSF mailing list. Click on this link:
http://tinyurl.com/p3lrsmx
www.otter.org

The International Otter Survival Fund
Charity Number SC003875

Working to Save the Worlds Otters
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